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GENDER DIFFERENCES IN SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE OF MENTAL STATES 
IN CHILDREN WITH DEFICIENT DEVELOPMENT 

Lira Artishcheva 
Kazan Federal University (Kazan, Russia) 

The purpose of this research is to study gender 
differences in subjective experience of mental 
states of children with deficient development. We 
studied six mental states: joy, anger, calm, 
indifference, fatigue, sadness. To determine the 
structural components of subjective experience 
of mental states of children (7-10 year old boys 
(9 people) and girls (8 people)) and teenagers 
(13-14 year old boys (10 people) and girls (9 
people)) we used methods of self-report and 
content analysis of respondent’s texts. The 
subjects retrospectively and prospectively 
described their mental states in the way they 
wanted. We singled out the basic semantic units 
and calculated their frequency in the 
respondents’ texts. We have compared gender 
characteristics in each nosological and age 
groups. Subjective experience of the states of joy, 
anger, calmness in boys is represented by the 
same characteristics (evaluative and 
comparative, description of actions, emotional 
and sensual sphere), the experience of girls is 
more diverse in its content. 7-10 year old girls 
reveal the experience of joy through the 

description of the causes of this state and 
through emotional and sensory experiences; the 
experience of anger is expressed through value 
judgments, and the experience of calm is 
expressed through the description of actions and 
causes of the state. The subjective experience of 
joy in teenage girls contains emotions, feelings 
and expressive reactions. Anger is represented 
by evaluative and comparative characteristics, 
actions, and conditions of the state development, 
and the experience of calm is filled with 
emotions, feelings, and comparative 
characteristics. The subjective experience of 
indifference, sadness has a similar content in 
adolescents and is revealed through evaluative 
and comparative characteristics and descriptions 
of actions. The experience of fatigue in teenage 
boys is presented through revealing the causes, 
situations, and conditions of the state 
development. When it comes to teenage girls, 
their past experience of fatigue contains a 
description of actions. They also tend not to 
describe the future. 


