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tradition, utilizing the same motifs and following the same 
convention (e.g., Berlin, 2001: 9). Yet, this fact may also indicate 
that some sections of the Book of Esther were influenced by 
Greek images. 

If this proposition is true, one has to conclude that certain 
parts of the Book of Esther are late, and belong to the Seleucid 
era. That is, Esther was not only edited in the third or second 
centuries BC (Bickerman 1967: 202; Fox 1991: 139-140) but 
parts of it were probably composed in that later, Hellenized, 
environment. 

c. Dominique Lenfant (University of Strasbourg, France)
The notion of Harem and its relevance to women of the Persian 
Court

It has been for some time controversial to use the notion 
of ‘harem’ concerning women of the Persian court. Yet, 
champions as well as opponents of its employment have more 
often than not postulated respectively the relevance or the 
irrelevance of the word without defining it, justifying its use 
or explaining its interpretative consequences (cf. Llewellyn-
Jones, 2013; Briant, 2002). The present paper aims to deal with 
that issue in depth and to investigate the relevance of the 
notion in today’s history of the Persian Empire.

d. Eduard Rung (Kazan Federal University, Russia)
The Proskynesis at the Achaemenid royal court: a new 
evidence

In October of 2018 a new trilingual Achaemenid 
inscription from Naqshi Rustam has been discovered and in 
March of 2019 a detailed investigation of it with linguistic and 
historical commentary has been published on-line in Arta.  
An inscription includes previously unknown Old Persian 
verb a-f-r-[?]-a-t-i-y which first publishers Soheil Delshad 
and Mojtaba Doroodi read as *ā-fra-yāti (perhaps ‘he comes 
forward to’) or ā-fra-θāti (‘he speaks forth to’). They concludes 
that «an Old Persian verb with the meaning “to greet, to bless” 
(etc.) seems to be called for».
It is clear that as a result of this discovery we get an Old 
Persian verb which may likely refer to an act which the Greek 
verb προσκυνει̃ν may have described relating to the Persians. 
This new evidence stimulates further discussion about 
practices and meaning of proskynesis at the royal court in the 
Achaemenid Empire.
My paper shows that all literary and pictoral evidences 
on proskynesis may be devided into two groups: 1) Greek 
authors‘s information that represents proskynesis mainly as 
prostration before the King; 2) Persian bas-reliefs that depict 

1K – THE PERSIAN COURT: Representations and Reality

PANEL ABSTRACT
Recent years have seen a growing interest in the Achaemenid 
Court as the social and ideological centre of the Persian 
Empire. Aspects of the Persian court have been examined 
as exemplifying the epitome of the imperial idea, and it has 
been studied in relation to previous structures and also as a 
precursor to Seleucid traditions and practices. 

This panel tallies with this scholarly interest, yet focuses on 
the intricate relation between literary representations (either 
Greek or Jewish) and contemporary reality. The questions this 
panel brings forth range from the political to the social aspects 
of the Persian Court and include discussions of the celebrated 
official called “The King’s Eye”, the well-known “harem”, 
stories of intrigues and dynastic rivalries and depictions of 
the physical appearance of the court and its mechanism (in 
the Book of Esther). Given the special interest of this panel in 
portrayals as well as in reality, the questions and discussions 
will be set in both the historical and historiographical levels.

a. Arthur Keaveney (University of Kent, UK)
The King’s Eye and Eyes

In our Greek sources we often find reference to an 
Achaemenid official known as the King’s Eye. Some scholars, 
e.g. Briant and Kuhrt, think the King’s Eye is purely imaginary 
but this paper accepts the view of Hirsch and Lenfant that 
reports of a King’s Eye must be taken seriously. At the outset, 
their view that contemporary or later Iranian sources shed no 
light on the matter is accepted. Only Greek authors provide us 
with the information we need. 

Our conclusion is that there were, in effect, two kinds of ‘Eyes’. 
One was a court official who would naturally accompany the 
king’s retinue in war but whose primary function was to make 
inspections of rule in the provinces. The other eyes were those 
thousands who, in the absence of a regular police service, 
spontaneously, in the hope of reward, brought important 
information to the king.

b. Eran Almagor 
Greek images of the Persian Court in the Book of Esther

This paper will examine some of the parallels of the Book 
of Esther with Greek stories of the ancient Persian court, 
especially as found in the works of Herodotus and Ctesias. 
Certain scholars believe that this similarity between Esther 
and the Greek sources indicates a shared oral folkloristic 
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procedural regulations, were now at elites’ disposal and had to 
be re-framed against the background of mos maiorum and ius 
civile. The paper will study such framing-processes in discourse 
and formation of new institutions and reveal to what extent 
the period was a time of change, and not only transformation 
(cf. Zhang and Günther 2017). 

b. Hendrikus van Wijlick (Peking University, China)
Innovations and retroactivity in the ius honorarium: Cicero’s 
framing of Verres’ praetorian edict

Cicero’s assessment of the judicial activity performed by 
the notorious C. Verres during his urban praetorship (in 74 
BC) focuses, among other things, on the retroactive force of 
innovations in the law of succession implemented by Verres 
in his edict (Verr. 2.1.40.103-48.127), leading in the case 
studied narrated to a (partial) forfeiture of inheritances. Past 
scholarship has so far mainly dealt with Cicero’s denunciation 
of the retrospective nature of Verres’ edict in isolation (e.g. 
Mitchell 1986; Dyck 2012). In this paper, I argue that Cicero’s 
criticism of Verres’ judicial rulings with regard to succession 
law ultimately addresses a common concern at that time: 
the self-serving potential of the ius honorarium to implement 
legal novelties (see e.g. Vervaet 2016). By explicitly connecting 
Verres’ praetorian edict with his subsequent governorship 
in Sicily, Cicero shows how Verres used law to serve his own 
interests instead of the res publica.

c. Elisabeth Günther (University of Erlangen, Germany)
Spatial Jurisdiction – Archaeological Frames of Law and 
Justice in Rome and Italian Cities during the Republic

Law and justice are rather abstract concepts. Nonetheless, 
the need to provide facilities for jurisdiction shaped public 
space and accordingly the appearance of Italian civitates 
and especially Rome from the early Republic on. Conversely, 
architecture and topography in Rome (Maiuro 2010) provide 
information about how law was embedded in public as well 
as in private life, in Rome and Italian cities alike (Bablitz 2015; 
Perry 2015), and connected with political, economic, socio-
cultural and religious spheres, and self-representation of the 
elite. Thus, the paper will approach the archaeology of legal 
space in the Roman Republic by three exemplary case studies 
in combining archaeological as well as literary and epigraphic 
evidence, to disentangle the different levels and spheres of 
law and justice and their spatial manifestations (Angelis 2010), 
i.e. their materiality and not only their abstract appearance, in 
Rome and Italian communities. 

the scenes with proskynesis as hand-kissing gesture. It is 
supposed that previously unknown Old Persian verb (like 
as proskynein in Ancient Greek usage) did not mean a gesture, 
but related to a model of behaviour (‘salutation’, ‘obeisance’, 
‘greeting’, ‘worship’, ‘respect’ etc). It is argued that Achaemenid 
officials performed proskynesis before the King as hand-
kissing, while the rest of people did prostration.

e. Respondent: Christopher Tuplin (University of Liverpool, 
UK)

1L – FRAMES OF LEGAL LANGUAGE, CONCEPTS AND 
CULTURES IN THE LATE ROMAN REPUBLIC
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With the gradual displacement of the deep-rooted view of 
ancient Roman law as an autopoeietic, closed and static 
system, various studies have emerged in recent years laying 
bare the interconnections between law, politics, society, 
economy and religion (Du Plessis 2016; Du Plessis, Ando and 
Tuori 2016). Still ignored so far has been the interplay between 
legal language, concepts and cultures, particularly the 
dynamics and challenges during times of change. The panel 
will examine those shifts, transformations and alterations 
under the model of regulatory frames. Deriving from sociology 
(Goffman 1974), regulatory frames address the complex 
communication processes transmitted in our extant source 
material. Thus, a detailed study of legal language, concepts 
and culture reveals to what extent the changes in the Late 
Roman Republic are reflected in orations, regulations and 
legal writings, and to what extent juristic matters are anchored 
in the (elite) discourses of this special period of Roman history. 

INDIVIDUAL ABSTRACTS
a. Sven Günther (Northeast Normal University, Changchun, 
China)
Framing the Unframed: Transferring mos maiorum and ius 
civile into Private Law in Times of Political and Socio-Economic 
Change

During the Late Roman Republic, consensus and competition 
among the nobility rei publicae causa underwent significant 
change, and were gradually displaced by individual strive for 
honours, benefits, and property. Thus, traditional customs 
did not function anymore, and had to be transformed into 
enforceable institutions. What happened with regard to public 
law and administration can be also observed in private law. 
Among others, (1) adrogatio, a specific form of adopting a sui 
iuris with public consent (cf. Seelentag 2014), (2) testamentary 
law including inheritance of, and to, women and (3) 
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