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Abstract 

This article summarizes the results of our study of the Early Permian brachiopods col-

lected 5.9–6.3 km northwest of the village of Chekurovka that were used to develop the first 

biostratigraphic zonation of the Asselian–Sakmarian deposits on the left bank of the lower 

reaches of the Lena River. At the base of the Permian section, the Jakutoproductus lenensis 

Beds were identified. They are overlain by the Jakutoproductus insignis Zone with numerous 

shells of the index species. The Jakutoproductus terechovi and Jakutoproductus rugosus 

Zones, which are characterized by index species, occur even higher in the section. The boundary 

between the Khorokytian and Echian Regional Stages is defined by the first occurrence of 

J. insignis at the base of the Insignis Zone. The identified zonal sequence is identical to 

the previously studied Kubalakh section on the right bank of the lower reaches of the Lena 

River. However, the thickness of the biostratigraphic zones on the left bank is reduced by 

half, and a significant lower part of the Khorokytian Regional Stage (below the Lenensis Beds) 

is missing because it falls on the stratigraphic break between the Cambrian and Permian depos-

its. The zonation performed shows that there is a direct correlation between the Chekurovka 

section and the Asselian–Sakmarian deposits of Western Verkhoyanie and the Omolon Massif 

due to common index species of the biostratigraphic units. 

Keywords: Lower Permian, biostratigraphy, brachiopods, Jakutoproductus, Khatystakh 

Formation, Bulkur structural-facies zone 

 

Introduction 

In the lower reaches of the Lena River, the widespread Lower Permian deposits 

belong to the Ust-Lena (in the north) and Bulkur (in the south) structural-facies zones 

which were previously considered as subzones [1]. A.A. Mezhvilk [2] originally as-

signed the Verkhoyanie Formation in this territory to the Lower Permian, which in the 

modern sense also includes the Middle–Upper Carboniferous deposits. For the entire 

Verkhoyanie Formation, A.A. Mezhvilk [2] cited a single brachiopod assemblage that 

included taxa of different ages and characteristic of different series of the Carbonifer-

ous and Permian (mixed faunal assemblages). Later, R.V. Solomina and colleagues [3], 

who used A.A. Mezhvilk’s stratigraphic scheme, carried out a detailed study of the Lo-

wer Lena sections. A rich brachiopod assemblage dominated by Jakutoproductus 

verkhoyanicus (Fredericks) was identified in the Verkhoyanie Formation. 
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At that time, a team of Yakutian geologists led by A.S. Kashirtsev developed 

a new, more detailed stratigraphic scheme of the Upper Paleozoic of the lower reaches of 

the Lena River [4]: instead of the Verkhoyanie Formation proposed by A.A. Mezhvilk, it 

recognized the Tugasir, Kubalakh, and Tuora-Sis Formations, with stratotypes in the area 

of the mouth of the Kubalakh Creek on the right bank of the Lena River (Kubalakh 

section in our understanding). Each of these formations was characterized by brachio-

pod assemblages, and for the middle (Kubalakh) formation they were identified as the 

Late Carboniferous Jakutoproductus protoverkhoyanicus Kashirtsev and the Asselian–

Sakmarian Jakutoproductus verkhoyanicus (Fredericks). Later, B.S. Abramov and 

A.D. Grigorjeva [5] used A.S. Kashirtsev’s scheme for the lower reaches of the Lena 

River and clarified the paleontological characteristics of the Kubalakh and Tuora-Sis 

Formations. 

The brachiopods zonation of the Lower Permian was first proposed for the lower 

reaches of the Lena River by R.V. Solomina [6], who revised her previous lists of 

taxa [3] from the Verkhoyanie Formation of the southern part of the Bastakh section 

(right bank of the Lena River near the Kubalakh and Chinka creeks = Kubalakh sec-

tion). For the lower quarter of the Verkhoyanie Formation (the lower part of the Kuba-

lakh Formation according to A.S. Kashirtsev’s scheme), an assemblage of brachiopods 

of the Jakutoproductus protoverkhoyanicus Zone was reported, including the index 

species of the biostratigraphic unit. The second quarter of the Verkhoyanie Formation 

(the upper part of the Kubalakh Formation and the lower part of the Tuora-Sis For-

mation) was referred to the Jakutoproductus crassus Zone, which is characterized 

by a rich brachiopod assemblage in the lower reaches of the Lena River, including 

the index species of the zone. The third quarter of the Verkhoyanie Formation (the mid-

dle and upper parts of the Tuora-Sis Formation) belonged to the Jakutoproductus 

verkhoyanicus Zone, a section near the mouth of the Kubalakh Creek was suggested 

as the stratotype of this zone.  

We have recently clarified and refined the zonation of the right bank of the lower 

reaches of the Lena River using new materials from the Kubalakh section [7]. The bio-

stratigraphic discreteness of the species Jakutoproductus crassus Kashirtsev and Jakuto-

productus verkhoyanicus (Fredericks) was not confirmed, but Insignis, Terechovi, and 

Rugosus Zones were identified in the middle and upper parts of the Tuora-Sis Formation. 

The Lenensis Beds in the upper part of the Verkhoyanicus Zone (lower part of the Tuora-

Sis Formation) were established. The Carboniferous–Permian boundary was drawn in-

side the Kubalakh Formation, and the boundary between the Protoverkhoyanicus and 

Verkhoyanicus Zones was combined with it [8]. 

For the right bank of the Lena River (Kubalakh section), a detailed brachiopod 

biostratigraphic subdivision of the Asselian–Sakmarian interval of the Lower Permi-

an has been carried out, but no similar work has been done for its left bank. 

Traditionally, three coastal outcrops in the lower reaches of the Bulkur River, 

Khatystakh River, and the north of the village of Chekurovka are considered as the key 

sections of the Permian on the left bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River (Fig. 1). 

In the 1950s, these three sections were studied by T.M. Emeliantsev and colleagues [9], 

who found that the lithological-facies features of the Permian deposits over a huge stretch 

from the Chekurovka Cape (Chekurovka anticline) to the Khatystakh and Bulkur rivers 

(Bulkur anticline) change very little. Back then, the formation subdivision was not used 
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here, and the Permian deposits were divided into Lower and Upper Series with a high 

degree of conditionality [9, 10]. The paleontological characteristics of the basal part 

of the Permian were contradictory because bivalves of the genus Kolymia were recorded 

from the bottom of the section, while clusters of obviously older brachiopods “Productus 

verchojanicus” (=Jakutoproductus verkhoyanicus) occurred in the higher beds. 

After the geologists of the All-Union Aerogeological Trust had performed a medium-

scale geological survey of the studied territory, they conditionally divided the Permian 

into two series without subdividing it into formations. The following brachiopods were 

reported from the Lower Permian part of the section: Jakutoproductus verkhoyanicus 

(Fredericks), Rhynchopora lobjaensis Tolmatschew, Rh. variabilis Stuckenberg, and 

Rh. nikitini Tschernyschew. Notably, no representatives of the genus Kolymia were 

found at this level. 

Later, V.N. Andrianov [11] proposed using A.S. Kashirtsev’s [4] stratigraphic 

scheme of the Kubalakh section (the right bank of the Lena River) for the Permian de-

posits of the Chekurovka Cape. Thus, according to V.N. Andrianov, south of the village 

of Chekurovka, the Kubalakh Formation (less than 80 m thick) overlies the Cambrian 

limestones with a large stratigraphic break. The overlying Tuora-Sis Formation contains 

the Sakmarian ammonoids Metapronorites angustus Andrianov and Andrianovia bo-

goslovskyi (Andrianov) [11, 12]. Regarding the subdivision of the Permian deposits for 

the Chekurovka Cape, B.S. Abramov also shared the same view as V.N. Andrianov [5]. 

In contrast to the “eastern” version of the formation subdivision of the Permian 

on the left bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River (A.S. Kashirtsev’s stratigraphic 

scheme [4]), I.V. Budnikov and colleagues [13] suggested using the Dzhargalakh and 

Bur Units here, established to the west – in the wells of the northeastern part of the Si-

berian platform. This view was approved at the last Northeastern Interdepartmental 

Stratigraphic Meeting [1], and the above-said strata were included in the Unified Stra-

tigraphic Scheme of the Permian Deposits of the Verkhoyanie–Okhotsk Subregion. 

Accordingly, the section interval considered in this article falls on the lower part of 

the Dzhargalakh Unit as understood by I.V. Budnikov and colleagues.  

However, in addition to the “eastern” and “western” views on the Permian strati-

graphy of the left bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River, there is an opinion that 

for this area it is necessary to recognize its own local stratons reflecting the specific 

features of the Permian deposits of the Tuora-Sis uplift [14]. According to the scheme 

used by the compilers of the Legend of the Lower Lena River series of sheets of the se-

cond edition of the medium-scale State Geological Map, the Permian deposits of the left 

bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River are divided into the Khatystakh and Bulkur 

Formations, the stratigraphic ratio of which is close to the previous conditional division 

of the Permian into two series. Considering that this scheme is relevant for the Permian 

stratigraphy of the left bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River, we must recognize 

the need for a thorough revision of the stratigraphic interval of the Khatystakh and 

Bulkur Formations and the boundary between them. 

In 2010, we performed a detailed study of the three main Permian sections of the left 

bank of the Lena River (Fig. 1) together with our colleagues from the Siberian Research 

Institute of Geology, Geophysics and Mineral Resources – I.V. Budnikov, L.G. Pere-

goedov, and S.K. Goryaev. The Bulkur and Khatystakh sections appeared to be  non- 
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Fig. 1. The location of the studied sections of the Lower Permian on the left bank of the lower 

reaches of the Lena River: 1 – outcrops of the Permian sediments on the day surface, 2 – sec-

tions: A – Chekurovka, B – Khatystakh, С – Bulkur, 3 – boundaries of the structural and faci-

es zones (SFZ); the zoning scheme was compiled by R.V. Kutygin 

informative for biostratigraphic studies of the Lower Permian because the small frag-

ments of the outcrops of its basal part are isolated from the main continuous sections. 

In this regard, the section at Chekurovka Cape proved to be the most promising for 

the study and substantiation of the biostratigraphic scheme. In this section, an almost 

continuous lithological sequence of the beds was identified and a number of levels 

with invertebrates were found, in which brachiopods are dominant. In 2018, this section 

was additionally studied by R.V. Kutygin, who created a photo panorama for the entire 
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Chekurovka section from the Proterozoic to the Lower Jurassic. He compiled new pale-

ontological collections and clarified the lithological and stratigraphic structure of the sec-

tion. V.I. Makoshin’s monographic study of the Early Permian brachiopods collected 

in 2010 and 2018 made it possible to identify the biostratigraphic sequence of brachiopod 

assemblages considered below in the Lower Permian of the left bank of the Lena River. 

Results and Discussion 

The fragment of the Chekurovka section under consideration is located on the 

left bank of the Lena River, 5.9–6.3 km below the village of Chekurovka (Fig. 1). 

Here, the Khatystakh Formation is represented by monoclinally lying inequigranular 

siltstones with interbeds of fine- and medium-grained sandstones (Fig. 2, 3). 

In the lower part of the Khatystakh Formation, single specimens of Jakuto-

productus cf. lenensis Makoshin were found in fine-grained siltstone of Bed 30b 

(Fig. 4, a–b). J. lenensis was registered for the first time in the Bulunites Beds (Mem-

ber 2) of the Tuora-Sis Formation of the Kubalakh section on the right bank of the lower 

reaches of the Lena River [15]. In addition to the Kharaulakh Ridge, we found this spe-

cies in the upper part of the Khorokytian Regional Stage of the Orulgan Ridge [16] and 

Western Verkhoyanie [7]. A clear vertical distribution interval and a fairly wide geogra-

phy of occurrence in the region allowed us to identify the Lenensis Beds in the upper 

part of the Verkhoyanicus Zone (Khorokytian Regional Stage) [7, 15], which proba-

bly includes Bed 30b of the Chekurovka section. At the same time, it should be noted 

that there is no large lower part of the Khorokytian Regional Stage in the section, which 

is observed in Verkhoyanie below the Lenensis Beds. From this, we can conclude that 

the Cambrian–Permian stratigraphic unconformity on the left bank of the lower reaches 

of the Lena River accounts for a significant part of the Verkhoyanicus Zone below 

the Lenensis Beds. 

Further up along the section are coarse-grained siltstones of Bed 30a that contain 

a lenticular shelly interbeds with the clusters of invertebrate shells, where brachiopods 

prevail, gastropods and bivalves are less common, and nautiloids are extremely rare. 

Numerous specimens of Jakutoproductus insignis Abramov et Grigorjeva (fig. 4, c–f) 

and single specimens of Rhynchopora sp. have been identified among brachiopods. 

Jakutoproductus insignis is of great importance for the stratigraphy and correlation 

of the Lower Permian deposits of the entire Northeast Russia. Thus, based on the 

findings of this species at the base of the Ogonerian Regional Stage of the Kolyma–

Omolon Region, V.G. Ganelin [17] identified the Insignis Lone (provincial zone), 

which is well traced on the Omolon Massif and beyond. In Western Verkhoyanie, 

when J. insignis occurred in the monotonous section of the Echij Formation, it be-

came possible to draw the boundary between the Khorokytian and Echian Regional 

Stages [18], although there have been no ammonoid finds [19]. In the lower reaches 

of the Lena River, the Insignis Zone with numerous representatives of the index spe-

cies contained in it was previously isolated by us in the Kubalakh section in the mid-

dle part of the Tuora-Sis Formation (Member 3) [20]. In the Chekurovka section, we 

refer Beds 30a, 29, and 28 to the Insignis Zone and compare the boundary between 

Beds 30b/30a with the boundary between the Khorokytian and Echian Regional 

Stages. 
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Fig. 2. Distribution of brachiopods in the Chekurovka section (outcrop 14i/10): 1 – fine–

grained siltstones, 2 – coarse-grained siltstones, 3 – bedded sandstones, 4 – massive sand-

stones, 5 – limestones, 6 – thin rock interbeds (conventional), 7 – pebbles, 8 – stratigraphic 

unconformity, 9 – ripple marks, 10 – carbonate-clay and carbonate-siliceous concretions, 11 – 

coquina interbed, 12 – brachiopods, 13 – ammonoids, 14 – nautiloids, 15 – bivalves, 16 – 

gastropods; f/g – fine-grained, m/g – medium-grained, c/g – coarse-grained; the number of 

specimens is indicated in parentheses and comes after the taxon name 

The next level with brachiopods is singled out in the upper part of Bed 27b. 

Here, Jakutoproductus terechovi Zavodowsky (Fig. 4, g–i) and J. cf. terechovi were 

discovered in clay sandstones and coarse-grained siltstones. J. terechovi is characterized 

by zonal distribution for both the Kolyma–Omolon Region (the middle part of 

the Ogonerian Regional Stage) [17] and Verkhoyanie (the lower part of the Echian Re-

gional Stage) [7]. On the right bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River (Kubalakh 

section), the lower part of the Member 4 of the Tuora-Sis Formation rich in repre-

sentatives of the index species is assigned to the Terechovi Zone. In the Chekurovka 

section, we compare Bed 27b with the Terechovi Zone. 

The brachiopod assemblage of Bed 27a contains numerous representatives of 

Jakutoproductus rugosus Ganelin (Fig. 4, j–l), as well as single shells of Neospirifer sp., 

Tomiopsis sp., and Anidanthus sp. The Rugosus Zone was identified by V.G. Ganelin 

[21] on the Omolon Massif (Munugudzhak River) as the uppermost biostratigraphic 

unit of the Munugudzhakian Regional Stage, further considered as a superstage [1, 17].  
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Fig. 3. A fragment of the photo panorama of the Chekurovka section. Compiled by R.V. Kutygin 

in 2018. See Fig. 2 for legend details 

In Verkhoyanie, the representatives of J. rugosus were recorded in the Echij Formation 

of the Orulgan Ridge (upper reaches of the Sobolokh-Mayan River) and in the upper part 

of the Tuora-Sis Formation (upper part of the Member 4) [7].  
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Fig. 4. Brachiopods of the Khatystakh Formation of the Chekurovka section: a–b – Jakuto-

productus cf. lenensis Makoshin, DPMGI nos. 202/600-4 and 202/600-5, natural casts of a 

ventral valves; c–f – Jakutoproductus insignis Abramov et Grigorjeva, DPMGI nos. 202/610-

1, 202/610-3, 202/610-4, and 202/610-11, natural casts of a ventral valves; g–i – Jakuto-

productus terechovi Zavodowsky, DPMGI nos. 202/612-1, 202/612-2, and 202/612-3, ventral 

valves; j–l – Jakutoproductus rugosus Ganelin, DPMGI nos. 202/602-1, 202/602-2, and 

202/602-4, ventral valves 

For a long time, the Rugosus Zone was confidently dated to Artinskian due to 

the findings of the goniatites Neoshumardites triceps Ruzhencev and Uraloceras aff. 

fedorowi (Karpinsky) on the Munugudzhak River [21]. However, the subsequent revi-

sion of the Munugudzhakian goniatites by R.V. Kutygin [22] showed that Neoshumard-

ites have primitive characters that link them with the Permian somoholitids. Therefore, 

they do not belong to the Lower Artinskian N. triceps, but rather to two new, older (pre-

Artinskian) species Neoshumardites munugudzhensis Kutygin et Ganelin and N.? nassi-

chuki Kutygin et Ganelin. Numerous Munugudzhakian Uraloceras, originally belong-

ing to U. aff. fedorowi, were described by M.F. Bogoslovskaya and M.S. Boiko [23] as 

U. omolonense Bogoslovskaya et Boiko, a new endemic species, and U. kolymense 

Bogoslovskaya et Boiko. According to R.V. Kutygin [22], these two northeastern 

species have the Sakmarian morphotype, not the Artinskian one. Based on the above 

data, we assigned the Rugosus Zone to the Upper Sakmarian [7, 24, 25]. 
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The biostratigraphic subdivision of the Asselian–Sakmarian deposits of the Cheku-

rovka (left bank) and Kubalakh (right bank) sections is identical, however, the thick-

ness of each biostraton in the direction from the right-bank section to the left-bank sec-

tion is reduced by half, which should be considered when conducting sedimentological 

reconstructions and lithological-stratigraphic comparisons. 

Conclusions 

As a result of our study of the Early Permian brachiopods collected by us in the 

Chekurovka section, we were able to identify for the first time the sequence of Asselian–

Sakmarian zonation for the left bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River. In the stud-

ied section, the Permian terrigenous deposits of the Khatystakh Formation with strati-

graphic unconformity lie on the Cambrian limestones. Previously, it has been impossible 

to determine the completeness or probable absence of the lower part of the Permian. 

In addition, the Lower Permian of the Chekurovka section has never been compared with 

the Lower Permian section of the right bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River near 

the mouth of the Kubalakh Creek (Kubalakh section). Moreover, the boundary between 

the Khorokytian and Echian Regional Stages has not been specified thus making 

it more difficult to capture a correlation between the Asselian–Sakmarian deposits of 

the left bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River and the typical sections of the terri-

tory in Western Verkhoyanie. 

The data obtained and discussed here made it possible to solve the problems out-

lined above. The Lenensis Beds containing Jakutoproductus cf. lenensis Makoshin 

were identified at the base of the Permian. The level with numerous representatives 

of Jakutoproductus insignis Abramov et Grigorjeva, indexing the zone of the same 

name, was traced above in the section. The occurrence of this species defines for the first 

time the paleontological boundary between the Khorokytian and Echian Regional Stages 

on the left bank of the Lena River. Two biostratigraphic units occur above: Terechovi 

and Rugosus Zones, both characterized by the index species. 

The zonation developed by us is identical to that in the previously studied Kuba-

lakh section of the right bank of the lower reaches of the Lena River, but the thick-

ness of the biostratigraphic zones identified in the left bank is reduced by half and 

a significant lower part of the Khorokytian Regional Stage (below the Lenensis Beds) 

is missing because it falls on the stratigraphic break between the Cambrian and Per-

mian deposits. The identified biostratigraphic units indicate a direct correlation bet-

ween the Chekurovka section and the Asselian–Sakmarian deposits of the Western 

Verkhoyanie and the Omolon Massif with the same zonal index species. 
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О Р И Г И Н А Л Ь Н А Я  С Т А Т Ь Я  

УДК 564.82(551.735.2)         doi: 10.26907/2542-064X.2022.4.577-589 

Зональное деление ассельско-сакмарских отложений  

левобережья низовьев реки Лены по брахиоподам 

В.И. Макошин, Р.В. Кутыгин 

Институт геологии алмаза и благородных металлов СО РАН, г. Якутск, 677000, Россия 

Аннотация 

В результате изучения раннепермских брахиопод, собранных севернее села Чекуровка, впервые 

для левобережья низовьев реки Лены выполнено зональное деление ассельско-сакмарских отложе-

ний. В основании перми установлены слои с Jakutoproductus lenensis, выше которых прослежи-

вается уровень с многочисленными представителями вида Jakutoproductus insignis Abramov et 

Grigorjeva, индексирующего одноименную зону. По появлению вида J. insignis (в основании зоны 

insignis) палеонтологически обоснована граница хорокытского и эчийского региональных гори-

зонтов. Еще выше в разрезе выделены зоны Jakutoproductus terechovi и Jakutoproductus rugosus, 

охарактеризованные соответствующими видами-индексами. Выявленная зональная последователь-

ность идентична ранее изученному Кубалахскому разрезу правобережья низовьев реки Лены, однако 

мощности установленных в левобережье биостратиграфических зон сокращаются в два раза, а значи-

тельная нижняя часть хорокытского регионального горизонта (ниже слоев с J. lenensis) выпадает, так 

как приходится на стратиграфический перерыв между кембрийскими и пермскими отложениями. 

Проведенное зональное деление позволяет сделать прямую корреляцию Чекуровского разреза 

с ассельско-сакмарскими отложениями Западного Верхоянья и Омолонского массива по общим 

видам-индексам.  

Ключевые слова: нижняя пермь, биостратиграфия, брахиоподы, Jakutoproductus, хаты-

стахская свита, Булкурская структурно-фациальная зона 
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