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EU Centre VOICES (from left to right): Yury Cherkasov, Natalya Chernova, Lilia Ilikova, Irina Kuznetsova(Morenko)
NEWSLETTER
Established in January 2012, the EU Centre VOICES at Kazan Federal University promotes a better awareness and understanding of the European Union, its governance, policies and progress towards integration both internally and with non-EU partners.
Key programs 
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•
Education and Research: VOICES supports curriculum development for BA, MA and postgraduate research students in Kazan, Samara and Udmurt universities, offering high quality courses in EU law, EU economy, European integration and EU-Russia relations and European social and cultural policy through the support of teaching staff via a system of grants and summer schools. Also the Centre facilitates research and academic exchange between the Russia’s Volga Region and EU academics providing local scholars and PhD students with the opportunity to visit EU universities. 
VOICES is preparing Joint Master’s Degree on EU studies with University of Portsmouth which will be the region’s first. 
The EU Centre publishes a monograph and book series and a journal/working paper called “European societies research“
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•
Outreach: The EU centre organizes EU Info days, expert seminars and public debates on EU related issues. It hosts the Days of Europe events in Kazan, publishes a newspaper “Yours Europe. University’s review of EU”. The Student’s Euro-club provides opportunities for discussions, obtaining new knowledge and networking with students in the region and abroad interested in European Integration Studies. 
Centre helps update EU related library sources and advertises them.
[image: image2.jpg]



Major events in 2012 included:
· The establishment of the Student Euro-club at Kazan State University, its activities have included on-line seminars with Warsaw University and the University of Grenoble; a meeting with Fernando Valenzuela, Ambassador, Head of the Delegation of the European Union; essay contests and photo competitions amongst other events. 
The first meeting of students of the Euro-club, January 2012
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Students Euro-club workshop,

March 2012
Presentation of the Euro-club in Cheboxary, June 2012
· The International Conference “EU economics, politics and society in uncertain times: implications for the EU  Russia relationship” (30-31 May) with distinguished speakers from England, Holland, Sweden and Germany and the Summer School “European Studies in the Curricula” (1-4 June).
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Participants of the Conference in Kazan, Russia, May 2012
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The conference in Kazan, Russia,

May 2012
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Participants of the Summer School in Kazan, Russia, June 2012

· The meeting of Coordinators of EU Centers in Russia “Sharing experience among EU centers in Russia” (22 March).
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The meeting of Coordinators of EU Centers in Russia, March 2012
Planning activities
On October 2012 VOICES is organizing the photo contest “Yours Europe” and the photo exhibition at KFU and photo contest “Europe in Samara”. The scope of the exhibition includes images of Europe in Kazan, portraits of Europeans, social problems of EU, EU multicultural etc.
The credo of events of EU VOICES is interdisciplinary and publicity. All events are collected in cycles, which include academic workshop, public debates, students EU club meeting, watching and discussion about the related movie.  The cycles of events for September 2012 – April 2013 are “Criminal Policy in EU and Russia”, “European Identity”, “Islam in Public Discourse in EU and Russia”, “Green Europe” etc. 
In November 2012 are planned an event in Children University of KFU about European Union and a contest of pictures. VOICES also will conduct EU info days – an Italians days, days of Slovenia and days of Portugal. 
In May 2013 there will be conducted an International conference “Migration, Nationalism and European identity” and a school for teaches where they will present new and updated courses.
EU Center VOICES starts the publishing e-journal “Research on European Societies”. The journal will address to the aspects of sociological, economical and political sciences aspects of European societies and law issues. “Research on European Societies” invites contributors. The futher information is on the site

http://kpfu.ru/main_page?p_sub=11983
Students of the Euro-club, March 2012
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