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D.I. MENDELEEV'S MARK IN THE HISTORY OF TATARSTAN 
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Keywords: history of chemistry, D. Mendeleev, P. Ushkov, Kazan, pyrocollodium 

 

In 2024, the whole world celebrates the 190th anniversary of the birth of 

the great chemist D.I. Mendeleev. The name of the scientist linked with the 

history of Tatarstan. The great Russian chemist and Pyotr Ushkov were friends 

and worked in the Yelabuga district at the Ushkov chemical plants on the 

technology for the production of smokeless gunpowder. 

The purpose of the work is studying the historical aspects of the 

participation of D.I. Mendeleev in development of Elabuga chemistry industry.  

Justifying the program of industrial development of Russia, D. I. 

Mendeleev especially highlighted two of its aspects: the development of 

production of means of production and the development of the fuel base of 

industry. This demonstrated the originality and foresight of his views on general 

issues of economic development of society. 

In the spring of 1890, at the suggestion of the Navy and War Ministry, 

Mendeleev began work on creating a new type of smokeless gunpowder for the 

army and navy.He insisted that the mass production of Russian smokeless 

gunpowder should be entrusted not to state-owned enterprises, but to the private 

factories of Ushkov.Among the arguments, Dmitry Ivanovich cited the 

independence of the Ushkov factories from foreign suppliers of raw materials.  

With the participation of D.I. Mendeleev, the chemical plant was organized in 

Elabuga. The technological level of production of chemical products at this plant 

was higher than at many similar enterprises abroad. 

Mendeleev’s collaboration with the Ushkovs was not limited to the 

production of pyrocollodium. The outstanding Russian chemist advised Ushkov 

and his specialists on improving the technology for manufacturing chromium 

plates, and also convinced them of the necessity and profitability of building a 

special plant for the production of acid-resistant utensils. On the eve of the 100th 

anniversary of the founding of the chemical plant, the village of Bondyuzhsky 

was renamed the city of Mendeleevsk. 
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