
  
 -  

 

     
 

   
 . . . 

 ,
, 

2 (80)
 �  � 

     

  1994 .

� �
2023



        
    . . .  

        

________________

  

.  . .  ( , ),

. . .  ( ), 
- .  . .  ( ),

. .   ( ), . .  ( ), 
.  . .  ( ), . .  ( - ), 

. .  ( ), .  . .  ( ),
. . . . .  ( ), . . . . .  ( ), 

. .  ( ), .   . .  ( ),
. . .  ( ), . . . . .  ( ),

 - . .  ( )

 

  . . . . .  ( ),

. . . . .  ( ), 
. . . . .   (  , ), 

. . . . .  ( ), . . . . .  ( ), 
. . . . .  ( .  , ),  

. . . . .  ( .  , ), 
. . . . .  ( ), 

. . . . .  ( .  , ),
 . . . . .  ( ), . . . . .  ( )

  . . 

E-mail: history@magtu.ru

©   ,
   , 2023
©   
  . . . , 2023
©  
 «  , , »
 ( ), 2023



RUSSIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND PHILOLOGY

INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY

MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND HIGHER EDUCATION OF
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

NOSOV MAGNITOGORSK STATE TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

JOURNAL
OF HISTORICAL, PHILOLOGICAL

AND CULTURAL STUDIES

2 (80)
April � May � June

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY

FOUNDED in 1994 .

MOSCOW � MAGNITOGORSK � NOVOSIBIRSK
2023



The contents is prepared in the Institute of Archaeology (Russian Academy of Sciences) 
and the Nosov Magnitogorsk State Technical University in cooperation with the Institute 

of Archaeology and Ethnography (Siberian Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences)
______________________

Internat ional  Advisory Board

Prof. Hizry Amirkhanov (Chairman, Moscow),

Prof. Mikhail Bukharin (Moscow),  Prof. François de Callatay (Brussels), 
Prof. Pierfrancesco Callieri (Bologna),  Prof. Petr Gaydukov (Moscow), 
Prof. Sergey Karpov (Moscow), Prof. Je  rey Lerner (Winston-Salem), 

Prof. Carlo Lippolis (Torino), Prof. Nikolay Makarov (Moscow), 
Prof. Alexander Maslennikov (Moscow), Prof. Yuriy Mogarichev (Simferopol), 

Prof. Marek Jan Olbrycht (Rzeszów),  Prof. Eduard Rtveladze (Tashkent), 
Prof. Udo Peter Schlotzhauer (Berlin), Prof. Sergey Saprykin (Moscow), 

Prof. Mikhail Treister (Bonn)

Editoria l  Board

Prof. Mikhail Abramzon (Editor-in-Chief, Magnitogorsk),

Dr. Vasif Gaibov (Moscow), Prof. Vladimir Kuznetsov (Moscow),
Dr. Sergey Mokrousov (Moscow), Dr. Valentina Mordvintseva (Moscow), 

Prof. Irina Oktyabrskaya (Novosibirsk), Prof. Svetlana Shulezhkova (Magnitogorsk),
Prof.  Igor Surikov (Moscow), Prof. Nikolay Vinogradov (Chelyabinsk),

 Prof. Aleksey Zavoykin  (Moscow), Dr. Denis Zhuravlev (Moscow)

Head of the Editorial O   ce Yulia  Fedina

E-mail: history@magtu.ru

© Russian Academy of Sciences,
 Institute of Archaeology, 2023
© Nosov Magnitogorsk State Technical University, 2023
© Editorial Board of
 ��Problemy istorii,  lologii, kul�tury��, 2023



    (1933�2021 .)



Problemy istorii,  lologii, kul�tury  , , 
2 (2023), 95�109 2 (2023), 95�109
© The Author(s) 2023 © ( ) 2023

DOI: 10.18503/1992-0431-2023-2-80-95�109

    
  -1  (  )

. . 1, . . 2

, 
1 -   , - , ;

  , , 
2   . . .     , 

, ;
 ( )  , , 

1 E-mail: nikita.knstntnv@yandex.ru        2 E-mail: aidurbushev@yandex.ru

1 ORCID: 0000-0000-8897-8454             2 ORCID: 0000-0003-2000-4722

  ,      
   ,       

-       -
-1   .      2020 .,    -

 ,    .     
          , 

   .      
   , , ,     

.       ,  -
      . ,     -
         .   -

       -     
 I �  II . . .   ,      , 
   « »         

  .   ,   -
     -      -
 ,          

. 

 : , ,  , ,  
, ,  -1

   .    �   , -
   ,        

  ;    �    -
    ,     -

 . . .   .



96 , 

         -
       -
  ,      -

.      -  
      . ,  -

  ,     , -
        , 

   . , ,   -
   ,  ,    ,    

.       -
   -      

  ,    ,    .  
        , 

  2022 .       -1, 
    .

 
   

 
 -1     .   

           -
  .   -    ( . 1, 2). 

 2020 .      ,  
      .  2021 .   

( )  ,      ,  -
 12 × 8  (  1),      ,  -

       ( . 3).      
      1    . 

   ,     ,  
     .    

     , , ,  -
   .

      ,  -
      .   -

        
   IX�XIII .1      -

 .      -
 (  2020 .),   (  ),   

(  1,  8, .  6 ),     . 
   (    ,   ; 

  ;   , , , -
, - ,   . .)    

 ,        -
.

1   2021.



       -1 97

. 1.   -1    
Fig. 1. Location of the Kupchegen-1 settlement on the map of the Altai Republic
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. 2.    . 
Fig. 2. Archaeological sites near Kupchegen

. 3.         -1. 2022 .
Fig. 3. General view from west of the excavation at the Kupchegen-1 settlement. 2022
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. 4.        -1
Fig. 4. Fragments of ceramic vessels of the Middle Ages from the settlement of Kupchegen-1
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. 5.     -1
Fig. 5. Stone tiles from the settlement of Kupchegen-1
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. 6.    
Fig. 6. Drawing of a stone tile 
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. 7.       
Fig. 7. Drawing the image of a bird on a stone tile

. 8.        -1
Fig. 8. Image of a bird on a stone tile from the settlement of Kupchegen-1
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IMAGE OF A BIRD ON A SMALL STONE PLATE FROM
THE KUPCHEGEN-1 SETTLEMENT (CENTRAL ALTAI)

Nikita A. Konstantinov1, Aidyn U. Urbushev2

1 Gorno-Altaisk State University, Gorno-Altaisk, Russia;
Altai State University, Barnaul, Russia

2 Institute of Archaeology named after A.Kh. Khalikov,
 Tatarstan Academy of Sciences, Kazan, Russia;

Kazan Federal University, Kazan, Russia

1 E-mail: nikita.knstntnv@yandex.ru                2 E-mail: aidurbushev@yandex.ru

The article is devoted to the publication, interpretation and dating of a small stone plate 
bearing a depiction of bird, discovered during emergency excavations by the archaeological 
expedition of Gorno-Altaisk State University at the medieval settlement of Kupchegen-1 in 
Central Altai. Work on the site has been underway since 2020, and so far, this is the only  nd 
related to the  ne arts. The context of discovery of the plate in the settlement indirectly indicates 
its connection with the main cultural layer of the site dating back to the Middle Ages. The 
miniature  gure is engraved onto a fragment of a small plate, which was probably originally 
used as an abrasive. Ornithologists attributed the depicted bird to the order Anseriformes, most 
likely its belonging to the Anas genus. It is noted that the images of birds in petroglyphs are not 
so common in comparison with other animals. Figures of ducks were used to decorate the non-
ferrous small-form toreutics of the Sayan-Altai and adjacent territories at the end of the 1st � the 
beginning of the 2nd millennium AD. Apparently, the image was borrowed from Chinese samples, 
but it got accustomed well here, taking into account the signi  cance of geese and ducks in the 
worldview of the local population. Ethnographic sources report that in the Altai cosmogonic 
myths the goose acts as a bird-demiurge and is closely associated with the supreme deities, and 
also appears in shamanic mysteries as an assistant to the shaman. Ducks participate in the heroic 
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epic in various plots, usually related to the transfer of information, including marriage scenes. 
Dating of the image of a duck is established within the last centuries of the 1st � the  rst centuries 
of the 2nd millennium AD, and the tile belongs to the main cultural layer of the Middle Ages at 
the Kupchegen-1 site.

Keywords: Altai, archeology, image of a duck, petroglyphs, engravings, ornithomorphic 
images, Middle Ages, Kupchegen-1 settlement 
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