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The article considers the modern condition of the archaeological monuments of the Republic of
Tatarstan as an essential manmade part of the cultural landscape. According to UNESCO
directive, the “cultural landscape” is considered not only as a result of cooperation between man
and nature, but also as a natural and cultural territorial complex with a structural and functional

integrity developing in specific physical and geographical, cultural and historical conditions. Medieval fortified
settlements with a system of defensive fortifications which are easily identified on the basis of remote sensing
data were selected as research subjects. The identification and evaluation of monument destruction risks are a
priority in the investigation of cultural heritage sites. Due to the fact that most of the monuments are located on
the banks of minor rivers, the primary task of investigation was the assessment of the risk of their destruction
as a result of natural (dangerous exogenous) processes. The second objective was to evaluate the role of the
human factor in the destruction of archaeological sites. One of the main utilized techniques is the search and
analysis of archival and modern remote sensing data. This approach allows to correct settlement shapes,
confirm their sizes and location in the landscape, thus resolving the issue of updating the information on
cultural heritage sites. For the first time in the Tatarstan Republic, investigation results will allow to determine
the past and current changes in the condition of the monuments and conduct a quantitative assessment of the
risks of their destruction prior to the determination of priority regions for the performance of salvage and rescue
excavations.
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