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WHOCTPAHHBIX SI3bIKOB U MpodeccuoHaabHOi KoMMyHuKauu, Kypckuit

rocyJapCTBEHHbI YHUBEPCUTET

JlanHOoe ydeOHOe mMmocoOue MpeaHa3HAYCHO JUIsi OpraHW3aIllid W TIPOBEICHHUS
NPAaKTHYECKUX 3aHATHH W OpraHu3alldd  CaMOCTOSTEIbHOW paboThl IO
JTUCITUTUINHAM, CBSI3aHHBIM C Pa3BUTHEM HABBIKOB KOMMYHHKATHBHOTO YTCHHS HA
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Ot cocTaBuTeei

Hacrosimee mocoOue mpemHasHa4eHO Il OOyYalolmuxcsi C YpPOBHEM
noaroroBku Per- Intermediate u Bbire Beicmieii MIKoIbI HCTOPUYESCKUX HAYK W
BCEMHUPHOTO  KYJbTYpPHOTO  HacleAusi: HUCTOYHUKOBEJCHUS, apXEOJOTHH,
ATHOJIOTUHU, aHTPOMOJIOTUH, peTHOHOBeIeHHsI Poccuu pu U3y4eHun AUCHUILIAH
CBSI3aHHBIX C U3YUYEHHEM MHOCTPAHHOTO si3biKa. [locoOue comepKuT Marepuansl U
3alaHusl, HANpaBJICHHbIE HAa Pa3BUTUE HABBIKOB UTEHUST U PabOThl C
aAyTCHTUYHBIMU TEKCTAMH Ha aHTJIMICKOM sI3bIKE JUIS CHCHMaIbHBIX Tenel (ESP).
[locobue cocTaBi€HO B COOTBETCTBUUM C TPEOOBAaHUAMH MIpOrpaMM IO
AHTJIMIACKOMY SI3BIKY JIJISI HES3BIKOBBIX CIEIUATbHOCTEH OpraHu3allid BHICIIETO
oOpazoBanusi, orBeuaer TpedoBanussM GI'OC BO npu pa3BuTuu crocoOHOCTU
MPUMEHSITh COBPEMEHHbIE KOMMYHUKATHBHBIE TEXHOJOTUM Ha HMHOCTPAHHOM
(aHrNIMIiCKOM)  sI3BIKE,  JUISL  aKaJeMHUYeckoro W MpodecCHOHAIbHOTO
B3aumozercTeus (YK-4), a Takoke mpu Ha pa3BUTUU CIIOCOOHOCTH «000O0IIATH,
aHAJIM3UPOBaTh U YyCBauBaTh OOIIMPHYIO HH(POpPMALIUIO, B TOM YHUCJIE YUTATh
npodeccroHanbHble TEKCThI» Ha aHriauickoM si3bike (OIIK-4) u moxxer ObITH
PEKOMEHJIOBAaHO K UCIOJIb30BAaHUIO TMPU OpraHU3AIMH ayJIUTOPHOH U
CaMOCTOSITEIIbHON PaOOTHI.

[TocoOue cocTOUT U3 CeMHAAIATH TMOCIEN0BATEIbHBIX YPOKOB, KOTOpHIE
coliepaT TEKCThl I WM3y4Yalollero YTCHUs, YIpaKHEHUS Ha OTpPadOTKy u
3aKpETUICHHE HOBOW JIEKCUKH, YMEHHE ONEpUpPOBaThH TEPMHUHAMHU, OTPAOOTKY
HAaBBIKOB IIEPEBOJIA, MOHOJIOTUYECKOW U THAJIOTHYECKOU PEUH.

B yueO6HOM mOCOOMY MCITOIB30BaHBI OPUTHHAIBHBIE TEKCTHI U3 PA3TUIHBIX
KHUT, MIOCOOUH O CIEHHAIBHOCTH U 3JIEKTPOHHBIX PECYPCOB.

Marepuansl nocoOust MPOLUIH anpoOaUio B CTYAEHYECKUX IPYIINaXx.
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Introduction

The presented texts cover the ‘imperial era’ (Imperial Russia), in other words
the period between Russia’s proclamation as an empire under Peter I and the fall
of the Romanov dynasty and empire in March 1917.

This era is united by a number of crucial common characteristics. Of these,
the most significant were probably the empire’s emergence as a core member of
the European concert of great powers and the full-scale Westernization of the
country’s ruling elites.

The Russian Empire between 1689 and 1917 was a very diverse and complex
society, which can and should be understood and studied from a great many
different angles. The texts present politics and government: foreign policy and
military history; economic and financial affairs; the history of all the key social
groups in Russia, as well as of women and of the empire’s non-Russian minorities;
the legal and judicial system, the police and the revolutionary movement and the
history of Russian high culture.

Most themes chose themselves. To take the most obvious examples, one
cannot have a history of Russia without a chapter on the Orthodox Church, the

peasantry or Russian women.



Key facts on Russian history between 1670 and 1917

During the reign of Peter the Great from 1672 to 1725, Russia became the
largest state in the world — three times the size of Europe. Peter was the first Tsar
to visit the West, and through his travels, he brought lots of ideas back to Russia.
This cumulated in the foundation of St. Petersburg in 1703 as a “Window to
Europe”.

After the death of her husband, Catherine Il ascended the crown in 1762.
She further enforced suppression of the peasantry as well as expanding the Russian
border to the Black Sea and towards the West.

While waging war in Europe, military officers who came into contact with
Western liberalism spread the idea of installing a constitutional monarchy in
Russia. This resulted in the Decembrist Revolt of 1825.

Between the Decembrist Revolt and Nicolas II’s ascension to the throne, the
country was divided between those in favour of Westernization and those in favour
of a more Eastern looking Slavophile culture. These tendencies ultimately led to
more uprisings in November 1830 and January 186

Serfdom was finally abolished in 1861 by tsar Alexander II.

By the beginning of the 20" century, liberal elements were gaining strength.
A social democratic party was formed, which quickly split up into the more
moderate Mensheviks and the radical Bolsheviks

In 1905, the lost Russo-Japanese war led to increasing dissatisfaction among
the population. A conjugation that approached the tsar calling for reforms was
brutally murdered. The event, now referred to as Bloody Sunday, was followed
by Tsar Nicolas II’s October Manifesto. The manifesto decreed to immediately

create a national duma and extend the right to vote.



Lesson 1
Text A
1721.

Look at the map and name territories which the Russian Empire included by

RUSSIAN EXPANSION IN ASIA
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Answer the following questions:

1) When was the Russian Empire begun?
2) How big was it?

3) Can you name the most important historical events happened from 1721 to
19177

Alexis [a'leksis]
Cossack [ koseak]

Nikon [ 'narkon]

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
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Philaret [filo ret]

Siberia [sar brorio]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
autonomous [0: tonomas]|
boyar [bp'ja:]
dynasty [ dinasti]
guarantee [geron 'ti: ]
1dealize [a1 diolaiz]
monarch [ monak]
patriarch [ pertria:k]
reputation [repjou teifn]
theory [ 'O1or1]
throne [Oroun]

title [tartl]

Study the following words and expressions:
abdication, n [&bd1 kei/n] — orpeuenue
accession, n [ok 'se[n] — BcTyIieHne
authority, n [o:'0oritr] — B1acTh
confer, v [kon'f3:] — mpucyxaath
consequence, n [ 'konsikwans] — mocieacTaue
exile, n ['eksail] — ccpika
inhabitant, n [in"habitont] — xurens
maintenance, n ['meimntonans] — moaaep)kaHue
majority, n [ma’d3oritr] — GOJBITHHCTBO
nobleman, n [ 'navblman] — aBOpsTHUH
rebellion, n [r1'beljon] — BoccTanue
reign, n [rem] — napcTBOBaHUE, IPaBICHUEC

seek, v [si:k] — uckarb, cTpeMuTCst
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uprising, n [Ap 'raizin] — BoccTaHue

yield, v [ji:ld] — naBatb

arbitrary power [ a:bitrort ‘pavo] — qecroTuyHas BIaCTh

to be under the influence [ 'Ando 0i: 'nfluons] — ObITH O BAUSHUEM
to come to the throne [kam tu: 8i: Oroun] — B30#iTH Ha TpecTON

in spite of [1n spait pv] — HECMOTps Ha

to rest in the hands [rest i 0i: haendz] — HaxoguThCs B pyKax

to turn against smb [t3:n o'genst] — o6opauyrBaThCs MPOTUB KOTO-ITHOO

Read and translate the text using a dictionary where necessary:

The Russian Empire

The Russian Empire, historical empire was founded on November 2, 1721,
when the Russian Senate conferred the title of emperor of all Russia upon Peter .
The abdication of Nicholas Il on March 15, 1917, marked the end of the empire
and the end of Romanovs’ reign.

The empire had its genesis when the Russian nobility sought a new bloodline
for its monarchy. They found it in Michael Romanov, a young boyar (nobleman),
who was elected tsar in 1613. The early Romanovs were weak monarchs. Crowned
at age 17, Michael shared the throne during the crucial years of his reign with his
father, the patriarch Philaret. Michael’s son Alexis came to the throne in 1645 at
age 16; he was much under the influence first of Boris Ivanovich Morozov and
then of the patriarch Nikon. Fyodor 111, a boy of just 14 at the time of his accession
in 1676, also yielded much power to favourites. In spite of this, all three were
popular tsars who left behind a good reputation among the people and whom
the Slavophiles of the 19" century idealized as model Russian monarchs.
Government during this period usually rested in the hands of individuals who for
one reason or another exercised personal influence over the tsars. Popular

dissatisfaction usually turned against these favourites rather than the tsar himself,
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/empire-political-science
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/patriarch-Eastern-Orthodoxy
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Philaret-patriarch-of-Moscow
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Alexis-tsar-of-Russia
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Boris-Ivanovich-Morozov
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Nikon
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fyodor-III
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/yielded
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Slavophile

such as during the urban uprisings (1648-50) that led to the exile of Morozov, and
the great peasant rebellion (1670-71) led by the Cossack Stenka Razin.

In theory, the Russian monarchy was unlimited, and indeed there were no
guarantees, either legal or economic, against the arbitrary power of the tsar. In
practice, however, the degree of control he could exercise over the empire was
effectively limited by the size of the country, the inadequacy of the administration,
and a generally nonmodern conception of politics. As a consequence, the vast
majority of the inhabitants rarely felt the heavy hand of the state, which limited its
own authority to the maintenance of order and the collection of taxes. Some of the
tsar’s ostensible subjects, such as the inhabitants of Siberia and the Cossacks, lived
in completely autonomous communities, only nominally under the authority of the
tsar.

(https://www.britannica.com/place/Russian-Empire)

Ex.1 Answer the following questions:
1) When was the Russian Empire formed?
2) How did the empire have its genesis?
3) How can early Romanovs be characterized?
4) Who came to the throne between 1613 — 1676?
5) What was the rule of these tsars like in theory?
6) How was the power exercised in practice?
7) What marked the end of the empire?

Ex.2 Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
To mark the end
Crucial years
To yield much power to favourites
To leave behind a good reputation
To exercise personal influence

Be effectively limited
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As a consequence

Autonomous community

Ex.3 Give English equivalents to these expressions:
JlapoBaTh TUTYI
Pycckoe nBopstHCTBO/3HATH
[IpuBecTH K ccblIKE
KpectbsiHCKOE BOCCTaHNE
JlecrioTr4dHas BJIaCTh
HecoBpemenHoe npeacTaBieHue o MOTUTHKE
OrpomMHO€ KOJIMYECTBO KUTEIEH
COop Hayoron

OueBuHasa TEMA

Ex.4 Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1) The quality of belonging to the aristocracy

2) The capacity to have an effect on the character, development or behaviour

3) An act of abdicating or renouncing the throne

4) Choose someone to hold public office or some other position by voting

5) An extensive group of states or countries ruled over by a single monarch or
a sovereign state

6) The state of being barred from one’s native country, typically for political
reasons

7) A line of hereditary rulers of a country

8) A person that lives in or occupies a place

Ex.5 Give your definitions to the following words:
Emperor
Title

To crown
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Patriarch
To reign
Urban

Ex.6 Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary it

necessary:
Verb Noun Adjective
ruling
accession
found
satisfaction
weak
abdication
_ legal

Ex.7 Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in their correct form.

Translate the sentences into Russian.

population opposition favourite imperial peasant found

influence  replace cossack power

1) Upon its creation in 1721 the Russian Empire possessed a multinational

of about 17.5 million.

2) St. Petersburg, in 1703 among marsh and woodland, a living
symbol of new era and its initiator, Moscow as the capital of
Russia in 1712.

3) Between 1704 — 1706 and 1720 — 1725 hungry rioted against

conscription and taxation.
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4) Peter met with in his own family: his son Alexis grew up

under the of the clergy and obviously disapproved Peter’s

reform.
5) The women — both Peter’s niece Anna (Ivan V’s daughter) and his daughter
Elizabeth were stronger in mind and body, but they shared their

with

6) Throughout the rest of the Romanov dynasty the received

special privileges in exchange for the troops they provided the

army.

Ex.8 Translate from Russian into English.
1) Komy gapoBanu TuTys ummneparopa B 1721 roay?
2) Ube oTpedcHHE 03HAMEHOBAJIO KOHEII ITpaBsIeil JMHACTHH POMaHOBBIX ?
3) Pycckas 3HaTh n3bpana Muxauna Pomanosa napem B 1613 rony.
4) Llapp Haxoawics ToOJ BiausHHeM bopuca Mopo3oBa, KOTOpPbIH
BITOCJIEICTBUU ObLT OTIIPABJIEH B CCHUIKY.
5) Ckoabko siet 06110 @enopy I, koraa on B3ommesa Ha TPOH?
6) B ubux pykax Haxomauiack Biacth B XVII Beke?
7) Komy dakTruecku npuHajieKana BjIacTb B CTpaHe?
8) Hacenenne CuOupy W Ka3akd OJKWIM IOJHOCTBIO aBTOHOMHBIMHU

COO0OIIIECTBAMM.

Ex.9 Make a brief report using a vocabulary from the text:

How Russian Empire was begun.

Text B

Before reading the text answer the following questions:

1) What do you know about Romanov dynasty?
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2) Can you name the monarchs who made the most important contribution into

Russian history?

Read the text and find the words that are defined as follows:
1) The territory ruled by a tsar
2) The act of refusing to accept, use or believe someone or something
3) The increase of something in size, number or importance
4) A series of rulers or leaders who are all from the same family
5) Relating to a duke or a dukedom
6) The giving or supplying of something that plays a significant part in making

something

The Romanov Dynasty: Tracing the Path of Triumph and Downfall

After enduring for so long, what made the Romanov dynasty vulnerable to
come tumbling down exactly a hundred years ago? Prior to that, they were one of
the longest-lasting ruling families in Europe, a distinction shared with such houses
as the Hapsburgs in Austria and the Hohenzollerns in Prussia.

Over a period of more than three centuries, Romanovs oversaw and
accelerated the expansion of the weak and floundering tsardom of Muscovy into
the majestic and proud Russian Empire. From a nation that was hardly considered
a part of Europe by the Romanovs’ royal peers on the continent, Russia flowered
culturally as well as politically under tsars, emperors, and empresses. Rejected
socially by other ruling dynasties, by the 18" century Romanovs were able to marry
into ducal houses in Germany, and by the 19" century, they married into the
haughtiest royal families of all Europe.

Historian George Munro examines the policies of the rulers most
responsible for the dynasty’s success in its first two centuries in power, looking
especially at the contributions of Peter the Great, Catherine the Great, and
Alexander I. He turns to the policies in the 19" century that maintained the empire

among the world’s first-rank powers, and explores the factors that slowly began to
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erode the empire’s control and led to its ultimate tragic loss of power. Finally, he

looks at the ways contemporary Russia is revaluating the rule of the Romanovs
after many years of total rejection.

(https://smithsonianassociates.org/ticketing/tickets/239538)

Ex.1. Write out the key words from each part.

Ex.2. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text orally.
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Lesson 2
Text A

Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs and guess who and what events are

illustrated in the picture. How did you know that?

— — e g

g 1 gy &
L3 - -

Answer the following questions:
1) How did Peter the Great gain the throne?
2) What was Russian’s stage of development by the beginning of his reign?

3) What is the epoch of Peter the Great associated with?

Study pronunciation of the following proper names:
Baltic Sea ['bo:ltik si:]
Caspian Sea [ 'keespron si:]
Europe [ 'juarap]
Narva [no'ver |
Persia [ p3:J9]
St. Petersburg [semt 'pi:tozb3:g]
Tartu ['ta:to ]
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Turkey [ 't3:.ki]

Complete the table with the appropriate forms of the words given:

Noun Adjective
European
Turkey
Crimean
Swedes
Persia

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Boyar ['bora:]
Campaign [kam pein]
Coalition [ kova'lif(9)n]
Commerce [ 'koma:s]
Emperor [ 'emp(o)rs]
Empire ['empaio]
Fleet [fli:t]
To modernize ['mod(a)naiz]
Technology [tek nolod3i]
Tsar [za:]

To transform [trans' fo.:m]

Study the following words and expressions:
Access, n [ akses] — moaxon, 1ocTyn
Ally, n [ "@la1] — coro3HHK
Assume, V [2'sju:m] — mpuHUMATH
Cede, v [si:d] — mepenaBath, ciaBath
Courtier, n ['ko:tio] — mpuaBOpHBIiA

Drill, n [dr1l] — crpoeBas moaroroska
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R105(010)

Embark, v [1m'ba:K] — Hauunars

Grip, n [grip] — BnacThb

Heir, n [ea] — HacmegHuK

Inherit, v [1n"herit] — macmenoBaTh

Nobility, n [na(v) biliti] — 3naTh, 1BOpstHCTBO

Prompt, v [prom(p)t] — moOy»xnatb

Resume, v [r1'zju:m] — BO30OHOBHTH, TPOAOKUTH

Secular, adj ['sekjula] — cBeTckuit

Seize, v [si:z] — 3axBaTbIBaThH

Succeed, v [sok'si:d] — HacnieqoBaTh, CMEHSITH

At somebody’s expense ['sambadi’s 1k'spa&ens] — 3a ueii-mu6o cyer
To carve a route [ka:V ru:t] — mposioxuTh TOpOTY, MapUIPYT

To correspond to something [kori'spond ‘'samfig] — cooTBeTCTBOBATH YEeMY-

To end in disaster [end d1 za:sto] — 3aKOHUKUTHCS TPOBATIOM

To escape somebody’s attention [ 1'skerp o'tenfn] — nzdexaTh Ybero-Iu00

BHHMMaHMH

Maritime outlet ['meritaim "avtlet] — BeIxoa k Mopo

To provoke a revolt [pro vouk r1' voult] — BeI3BIBaTh BOCCTaHUE

To put down an uprising [ put davn 'Ap rar.zin] — mogaBUTh BOCCTAHHE
To stick to the rules [ stik ru:1z] — npuaepxuBaThCst paBui

turn out [ t3:n avt] — okazaTbcs

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Peter the Great: the emergence of the Russian Empire

The country Peter | inherited lagged far behind most European states. It did

not escape Peter’s attention that his country lacked an access route to the seas,

which was so vital for trade at the time. The determined Russian tsar embarked on

an ambitious program to transform Russia into an advanced European country
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while winning a maritime outlet. Breaking the resistance of the old land-owning
nobility, the boyars, and severely punishing all opposition to his projects, Peter
launched a series of reforms that affected every area of his nation’s life —
administration, industry, commerce, technology and culture.

The first steps he took were the campaigns of 1695 — 1696 against the
Crimean Tatars, the vassals of Turkey, in the hope of carving a route to the Black
Sea. Initially unsuccessful, the campaign eventually brought some land gains and
prompted Peter to start building a navy. His next undertaking was an extensive
European tour, the first time a Russian Tsar went abroad. Peter’s main objective
was to strengthen the anti-Turkish coalition, but also to learn more about Europe’s
economic and cultural life.

Meanwhile, having found no allies against the Turks among the Western
powers, and realizing Russia couldn’t fight them alone, Peter gave up his dream of
a Black Sea access, turning his attention to the Baltic Sea to the north instead. At
this time, Russia’s route to the Baltic coast was blocked by the powerful Swedes.
To dislodge them, Peter allied himself to several European powers and, in 1700,
embarked on his biggest military undertaking, the so-called Northern War.
Mobilizing all of Russia’s vast resources, the Russian tsar personally involved
himself in key planning and operations, often seen aboard warships or on the
battlefield.

As it turned out, Russia proved ill-prepared to fight the Swedes, the most
advanced army of the time. Thus, at the Battle of Narva, Russia’s first attempt at
seizing the Baltic coast ended in disaster. In 1704, Russian troops captured Tartu
and Narva. This victory was followed by the Battle of Poltava (1709), which
represents one of the key victories in Russian military history. But despite the
success of Russian forces, Peter had to wait until 1721 for the eastern shores of the
Baltic to be at last ceded to Russia.

In November 1721, to celebrate the long-expected conquest, Peter assumed
the title of Emperor as Russia officially became the Russian Empire. The end of

the Northern war left Peter free to resume a more active policy on the southeastern
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border. In 1722, he invaded Persian territory and a year later Persia ceded parts of
the Caspian Sea to Russia.

Peter also waged a war of sorts at home. His first target became the
traditional look of his courtiers: beards were out, Western fashions in. Peter went
on to modernize Russia’s military and administrative structure, simplify the
alphabet, and change the calendar to make it correspond to European standards.

Under the ambitious rule of Peter the Great, industrial development was
boosted in an unprecedented way. European know-how was studied and foreign
experts were invited; plants and factories sprang up across the country and trade
flourished. While Russia had no warships when Peter came to power, he went on
to create a strong Baltic fleet and a modern regular army. Drills were introduced;
obsolete cannons were replaced with new guns designed by Russian specialists.
Officers were taught to take initiative instead of blindly sticking to the rules. Peter
often propelled low-born people to high positions. The grip of the boyars ended.

Peter was the first Russian ruler to promote secular education, while the
Church was subjected to the state. Numerous secular schools were opened, with
the children of soldiers, officials and churchmen allowed to attend. Russians were
encouraged to study abroad and were often compelled to do so at the state’s
expense. Books were translated from western European languages, while the first
Russian newspaper, «\Vedomosti», appeared in 1703.

Also in 1703 Peter set upon his most dramatic project. Having disliked
Moscow since childhood, he longed for a brand-new city, to be built from scratch
on the Gulf of Finland. Over the next nine years, at tremendous human and
financial cost, St. Petersburg sprang up, becoming Russia’s new capital in 1712.

Some of Peter’s reforms were introduced quite brutally, sometimes literally.
Economic progress came at a high cost too, with the peasant serfs and the poorer
urban workers suffering the biggest strain. Harsh working conditions combined
with heavy taxation provoked a number of revolts. But uprisings were mercilessly

put down.
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Meanwhile, Peter’s health began to deteriorate. In the autumn of 1724, upon
seeing some soldiers in danger of drowning in the Gulf of Finland, he plunged into
the icy water in an effort to help save them. After this brave incident, and despite
becoming seriously ill, Peter continued to work. But the strain ultimately proved
too much. When Peter died early the following year, he left an empire that stretched
from the White to the Caspian Sea and from the Baltic Sea to the Pacific Ocean.
Peter never declared an heir and was succeeded by his widow, Catherine I.

(http://www.ruusiapedia.rt.com)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) What was decided to be done when Peter gained the throne?
2) What was Peter’s first undertaking?
3) What was the target of an extensive European tour?
4) Why was Peter’s attention turned to the Baltic Sea?
5) What was the cause of the Northern War?
6) Why was the Battle of Poltava so important for Russian military history?
7) When was Russia turned into the Russian Empire?
8) What inner changes took place in Russia?
9) What were military reforms introduced by Peter the Great?
10)  What was made in the area of education?
11)  What was Peter’s most dramatic project? Did he succeed in it?
12)  Why was a number of revolts provoked?
13)  What was Peter’s death caused by?
14)  Who was he succeeded by?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
Vital for trade
Military undertaking
Unprecedented way

To subject to the state
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To declare an heir

To bring land gain

A long-expected conquest

To spring up across the country

To plunge into the icy water

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these expressions:
CIoMUTB CONPOTUBIICHHE
Bectu BoliHy
CriocoOCTBOBAaTh CBETCKOMY 00OPa30BaHUIO
OrpomHbIe uenoBedeckue U (MHAHCOBBIE 3aTPaThl
Kpenocrthbie KpecThsHE
YKpemisiTh KOATULIUIO
VYcrapesmas nmymka

CypoBble yclioBus Tpya

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:
1) Ships and soldiers used for fighting wars at sea
2) To get control of a place with force
3) To begin an important activity
4) Not religious or not controlled by a religious group
5) A person who will have the legal right to someone’s money and
possessions when they die
6) A country that has agreed to help another country, especially in a war
7) A series of organized activities or events intended to achieve a result
8) The buying and selling of large numbers of goods or services, especially

between countries

Ex.5. Give your own definitions to the following words:

To invade
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Objective
A peasant
A cannon
Fleet
Courtier

Victory

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if

necessary:
Verb Noun Adjective
successful
conquest
inherit
developed
modernize
replaced
strengthen

Ex.7. Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in their correct form.

Translate the sentences into Russian.

campaign transform propel inherit

punish opposition military affair

1) Being young Peter enjoyed energetic outdoor games and took a special

interest in

2) Peter’s great wish was to Russia into an advanced

European country.
3) Peter probably never imagined that the would last for 21

years.
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4) Valuing honesty above all, Peter was ruthless in crushing all

5)

6)

Ex.8.

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Ex.9.

and terrible in anger.

Peter launched a series of reforms and severely all
opposition.
Peter a vast but backward state, he

Russia to the rank of a major European power.

Translate from Russian into English:

KpeimMckas kammanusi mnpuHeciia Poccuu yBenwdeHUE TEPPUTOPUHM U
noOyauna Ilerpa HauaTh CTPOUTENIHCTBO BOEHHO-MOPCKOTO (hJ1oTa.
[IpombinienHocts npu IleTpe pa3BuBanack OecnpelieIEeHTHBIM 00pa3oM,
10 BCEU CTpaHe MOSIBIISIUCH 3aBOIBI U (pabpUKH, a TOProBJIs MPOIIBETANIA.
[Touemy BbIXOJ K MOPIO ObLIT )KM3HEHHO BakeH JiJ1st Poccun?

[lepBas nomnbiTKa 3axBata HapBbl 3akoHUMIIACh HEY1auel, U TOPOJI ObLT B3ST
POCCHIICKUMHU BOMCKaMHU TOJIbKO B 1704.

Buaumanue Ilerpa 6110 0o6parmieHo k bantuiickoMy MoOpro, TOCKOJIbKY eMy
HE yJaJI0Ch HANTU COIO3HUKOB CPEJIN 3alaJIHbIX JIEPKaB.
Cankr-IlerepOypr ObLI MOCTPOEH 1IEHON OTPOMHBIX YEJIOBEYECKUX MOTEPh
U (UHAHCOBBIX 3aTpar.

IIpu TIlerpe oOpa3oBaHue CTajgo0 JOCTYNHBIM JUISI JIETeH, coJjar,
YUHOBHUKOB U LIEPKOBHBIX JIEATEICH.

[IprunHOli BOCCTaHUM, KOTOphIe OECHOImaaHO IIOJABIISIINCh, OblLIa
HEMOCWIbHAS Harpy3ka Ha KPEIMOCTHBIX KPECThSH U TOPOJICKUX padOoUnX.
Exarepuna | yHacnenoBama mnpecTos, MOCKOJIbKY HAcCJleIHUK HE ObLI

0OBABJIEH.

Make a brief report using a vocabulary from the text:

Introduction of numerous reforms made by Peter the Great.
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Text B

Before reading the text, answer the questions:
1) What historical sights of St. Petersburg do you know?

2) Can you name any imperial residencies of Russian tsars?

Read the following text quickly without a dictionary and find out the following
information:

1) When and where the Winter Palace was initially built

2) Why the first reconstruction was made

3) Unsecure palace

4) Destiny of the palace in the XX century

The main imperial palace

St. Petersburg's most famous building, not only physically dominates Palace
Square and the south embankment of the Neva River, but also plays a central
political, symbolic, and cultural role in the three-century history of the city. The
first Imperial residence on the site of the Winter Palace was a wooden house in the
Dutch style built in 1708 for Peter the Great and his family. This was replaced in
1711 by a stone building, the remains of which formed the foundations of the
Hermitage Theatre. Parts of this original palace have now been restored and are
open to the public.

Empress Anna loannovna was the first of Peter's descendants to reconstruct
the palace. In 1731, she commissioned Francesco Bartolomeo Rastrelli, the
recently appointed court architect who would go on to become the recognized
master of late baroque in Russia, to create a new, larger palace on the site.
Completed in 1735, the third Winter Palace served for only 17 years before
Rastrelli was again asked, this time by Empress Elizabeth (Elizaveta Petrovna), to
expand the building. After two years proposing different plans to adapt the existing

building, Rastrelli eventually decided to completely rebuild the palace, and his new
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design was confirmed by the empress in 1754. When Catherine the Great came to
the throne in 1762, the new palace was nearly complete and, although Catherine
removed Rastrelli from the project, his designs for the exterior of the building have
remained almost completely unaltered to this day. The building forms a square
with an interior courtyard accessed via three archways facing Palace Square. The
palace is 22m high, and local planning regulations have prevented any building in
the city centre rising higher than this ever since. Within the Winter Palace,
continual improvements and revisions were made to the interiors throughout the
18" and 19" centuries. In the 1780s and 1790s, Giacomo Quarenghi and Ivan
Starov created a new enfilade of state rooms overlooking the Neva River. Under
Emperor Nicholas |, Carlo Rossi added the 1812 War Gallery in 1826. In
December 1837, fire broke out in the Winter Palace, destroying nearly all the
palace interiors and only being prevented from spreading to the priceless art
collections in the Hermitage with the prior destruction of three passages leading
between the two buildings. Nicholas ordered that reconstruction of the palace be
completed within one year, a monumental effort considering the construction
technologies of the day. The lavish interiors were recreated under the supervision
of Vasily Stasov, while his fellow architect Alexander Briullov added new designs
in more contemporary styles. Alexander Il was the last of the Tsars to genuinely
use the Winter Palace as his main residence. After his assassination in 1881, it
became clear that the palace was too large to be properly secured (the first attempt
on his life the year before had been a bomb that damaged several rooms in the
palace and killed 11 guards). Alexander 111 and Nicholas Il both set up their family
residences at suburban palaces, the former at Gatchina and the latter at the
Alexander Palace in Tsarskoye Selo. Nonetheless, the Winter Palace was still used
for official ceremonies and receptions. A spectacular masked ball commemorating
the anniversary of the reign of Tsar Alexey Mikhailovich (1646 — 1676), the second
Romanov Tsar, held in 1903 was the last major event hosted by the Imperial family
at the Winter Palace. In 1905, the Winter Palace was a mute witness to the Bloody

Sunday Massacre on Palace Square, when thousands of striking workers came to
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meet the Tsar in peaceful protest and were met by a re-enforced contingent of
troops with orders to fire at will. Although Nicholas Il was not responsible for this
seminal tragedy, it marked the beginning of the end for the power of the Imperial
family, which was increasingly isolated at its suburban residence. The Winter
Palace saw the official opening of the first Duma in 1906, and Nicholas Il and his
wife returned to the palace to accept the salute of troops departing for the front in
1914. Soon, however, the Winter Palace was to be stripped of much of its wealth
and transformed into a temporary hospital for wounded soldiers. In 1917, after
Nicholas Il's abdication and the February Revolution, the Winter Palace became
the seat of the Provisional Government under Alexander Kerenskiy. It was against
this authority, rather than the Imperial family, that the Bolshevik-led revolutionary
forces besieged and then stormed the palace in October of the same year. In the
ensuing anarchy, a portion of the Winter Palace's riches were ransacked, including
the enormous Imperial wine cellars. The Winter Palace was declared part of the
State Hermitage Museum on 17 October 1917. Although initial Bolshevik policy
was to remove all Imperial symbols from the palace and use the premises as a
museum of the Revolution, the restoration project of the 1940s and 1950s, which
followed further extensive damage to the building during the Siege of Leningrad,
saw the beginning of an ongoing process to return the Imperial splendor of many
of the palace's rooms. The State Rooms of the Winter Palace now form one of the
most popular sections of the Hermitage, and are essential viewing for all visitors
to St. Petersburg.

(http://www.saint.petersburg.com)

Ex.1. Write out the key words from each part.

Ex.2. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part

- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences
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- give the summary of the text in writing.
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Lesson 3
Text A

Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs and guess who is illustrated in the picture.

Answer the following questions:
How can you characterize Catherine | as a political figure?

What are her main political achievements?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Holstein-Gottorp [ 'holftain]
Karl Friedrich [ka:l "fri:drik]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Candidacy [ kaendidosi]
Co-ruler [kou 'ru:lo]

Guard [ga:d]
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The Holy Synod [ "houlr "siad]
The Senate [ 'senit]
The Supreme Privy Council [sv pri:m privi kavnsl]

Totally [ "toutalr]

Study the following words and expressions:

Ascension, n [9'senfon] — BOCX0XICHUE

Bribery, n [ 'braibori] — B3siTKa, B3ITOUHUYECTBO

Count, n [kaunt] — rpad

Devotion, n [dr' voufon] — mpexaHHOCTB

Embezzlement, n [1m bezlmont] — xumienue, pactpara

Maturity, n [ma tjooriti] — 3peaocTh, COBEPIICHHOJIETHE

Reside, v [11'zaid] — HaxoAUTHCS, MPUHAITIEKATD

Restrict, v [r1 strikt] — orpaHrnunBaTh

Smallpox, n [ 'smo:l poks] — ocna

Supervise, v [ 'su:pa vaiz] — KOHTPOJUPOBATH

Thereby, adj [ deo'bai] — Tem cambiM

Will, v [wil] — 3aBemaTs

To be obsessed with [ob'sest wid] — OBITH OIEPKUMBIM YEM-TTHOO

To reduce expenditures [r1'dju:s 1ks penditforz] — ymeHbIIATh TpPaTHI,
PacxoIbl

To take core decisions [terk ko: di's130nz] — npuHUMATH KITFOUEBBIE PEIICHUS

To undermine the authority [, aAndo 'marn 8i: o: 0oriti] — moxpsIBaTh BIACThH
Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
Catherine I: the first Russian Empress

Russian Empress Catherine | was the second wife of Peter | the Great and
Empress of Russia from 1725 to 1727.
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In 1724 Catherine was officially named co-ruler and when Peter died in 1725
without naming an heir, Catherine's candidacy for the throne was supported by the
guards of the Semenovsky and Preobrazhensky regiments that liked Peter very
much and after his death transferred their trust and devotion to his wife Catherine.
Her candidacy was also supported by several powerful and important individuals
who saw Catherine as their guarantee to maintaining their power.

As a result, the Holy Synod, the Senate and other high officials almost
immediately proclaimed Catherine Empress of Russia. Becoming the first female
ruler in Russia she started a new page in the history of women in power that
continued with her daughters Elizabeth and Catherine 11, who preferred to stick to
Peter’s reformist policies.

Catherine’s great administrative innovation was the establishment of the
Supreme Privy Council of Imperial Russia on 8 February 1726. She named six of
Peter's former advisors as its members and effectively transferred control of
government affairs to the new body, thereby undermining the authority of the
Senate and the Synod, which had been Peter's main administrative instruments.
Originally, the council included six members — Aleksandr Menshikov, Fyodor
Apraksin, Gavrila Golovkin, Andrey Osterman, Pyotr Tolstoy and Dmitry
Golitsyn.

Several months later, Catherine's son-in-law Karl Friedrich, Duke of
Holstein-Gottorp, joined the Council. During Catherine's reign, the Council was
dominated by Prince Menshikov. The role of the Senate lost its importance and all
state affairs were supervised by Catherine’s advisers who also took all the core
decisions. Peter’s reformist activities were totally lost and bribery and
embezzlement became widespread.

But Catherine still enjoyed the support of ordinary Russians — they loved
their Empress for her kindness and generosity. She easily granted money to the
poor, became the godmother to the children of peasants and gave generously to

widowed brides.
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But her foreign activity was restricted to diplomatic letters supporting the
interests of her son-in-law Karl Friedrich, Duke of Holstein-Gottorp. Catherine’s
rule went down in history as a period free from any major military conflicts. At the
time of Peter's death Russia's army was easily the largest in Europe. Since the
nation was at peace, Catherine was determined to reduce military expenditures and
she succeeded in this. Smaller taxes for peasants, which resulted from her actions,
led to her reputation as a just and fair ruler.

With Peter she was content to live in the shadow of her husband and after
his death she was pleased to remain the “goddess” of Tsarskoye Selo, their estate
near St. Petersburg. She was the first royal owner of the Tsarskoye Selo estate,
where the Catherine Palace still bears her name. She was also interested in the fleet
her husband was so obsessed with.

After Peter’s death Catherine reigned for just 16 months. True power in fact
resided in the hands of Count Menshikov, who had been instrumental in
Catherine’s ascension to the throne. At the beginning, Catherine attempted to
follow Peter’s policies, but very soon his reformist spirit was almost totally
abandoned.

Before she died in 1727 at the age of 43, Catherine willed the throne of
Russia to the 12-year-old grandson of Peter the Great, who was crowned in
Uspensky Cathedral in 1728 and proclaimed Emperor Peter I1. The young Emperor
was very handsome, well-educated and fluent in German, French and Latin.

According to Catherine’s will until he reached maturity, the Russian empire
was to be ruled by the High Secret Council with the active participation of her two
daughters Anna and Elizaveta.

However, Menshikov was again able to consolidate power in his own hands,
and in fact ruled the country. The reign of young Emperor Peter 1l ended in 1730,
when he died from smallpox at the age of 16.

(http://russiapedia.rt.com)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

35


http://russiapedia.rt.com/

1) How long was Catherine | on the throne?

2) How did she become an Empress of Russia?

3) What administrative body was established by Catherine 1?

4) Who really ruled the country?

5) Why was Catherine | popular among ordinary people?

6) Why did she reduce military expenditures?
7) Who was the throne willed to by Catherine 1?
8) Who was Russia ruled by after her death?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

Guarantee to maintain power

To supervise state affairs

Widespread bribery and embezzlement

Attempt to follow

To consolidate power

Ex.3. Match the words with their definitions:

embezzlement

when someone or something is completely grown or developed

maturity when someone is offered money or a present so that they will
do something, usually something dishonest

regiment a legal document that explains what you want to happen to your
money and possession after you die

will to steal money that belongs to the company or organization that

you work for

expenditure

someone with an important position in an organization

bribery the total amount of money that a government or person spends
devotion a large group of soldiers
official great love or loyalty for someone or something
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Ex.4. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if

necessary:
Verb Noun Adjective
supervise
obsessed
decision
participation
determine
ascension
educated

Ex.5. Give your own definitions of the following words:
Empress
Co-ruler
Innovation
Son-in-law
Widow
Bridge

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1) ExaTepuHa cTaja MepBOi KEHINUHOMN mpaBuTeieM Poccuiickoi Mmmepuu,
U CHayYaJia OHa MbITAJIach CJIeI0BaTh PeHOPMUCTCKUM UAESM CBOETO MYKa.

2) Tletp I ymep, He Ha3BaB HacjeIHUKA, U KaHauaatypa Exarepunbl Oblia
noJijiepKaHa BIAUSATEIbHBIMHU JIFOJIbMH, KOTOPBIE HAJIESITUCh, YTO OHA OyIeT
rapaHTOM COXPAHEHHUS UX BIIACTH.

3) Cenar u CuHOn OBUIM BaXHEHIIMMH OpraHAMH aIMUHUCTPATHBHOTO
yrpasienus npu Ilerpe I, Ho Exkarepuna I yupenuna BepxoBubiii TaliHblii
CoBeT, KOTOpBIM B3 Ha ce0s KOHTPOJL Haa MPaBUTEIHLCTBEHHBIMU

JACJIaMU.
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4) KTo KOHTPOJIHMPOBAJ BCE TOCYJAAPCTBCHHBIC Jieja M MPUHUMAJ KITFOUEBbIC
peueHus?

5) INockombky nepuoy mpasiienus Ekarepunsl [ — 3To Bpemst 6€3 Kakux-auoo
3HAYNUTEIBHBIX BOCHHBIX KOH(DJIWUKTOB, BOCHHBIC pPACXOJbl  ObLIN
COKpAILIEHBI.

6) Llapckoe Ceno Moy4riio CBOC Ha3BaHHE B YECTh HMITepaTpHIlbl ExaTepuHbI
l.

7) Mmneparpuiia 3aBeniaia pOCCHHCKHI PecTosl IBSHAANATUICTHEMY BHYKY

[letpa I, koTopsblit ObLT KOpOHOBaH B 1728 1 ymep ot ocnbl B 1730.

Ex.7. Make a brief report on the topic “Empress Catherine I”. Note to mention
your point of view on this subject matter (use the phrases below):

In my opinion...

To my mind...

I have no doubt that...

My own feeling on the subject is that...

I am of the opinion that...

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the following questions:
1) What was the main government institution during Peter’s I reign?

2) What was it in charge of?

Read the text and try to understand its general content:

The Supreme State Institution of Russia
On February 8 (19), 1726 under the decree of Catherine | was established
the Supreme Privy Council — formally the supreme state institution of Russia in

charge of the most important domestic and foreign affairs in Russia.
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After the death of Emperor Peter I in 1725, his wife Catherine ascended the
throne. She created the Supreme Privy Council from among the companions of the
late Emperor, which was to advise the Sovereign what is to be done in public
decision-making. Council was in charge of the boards, while the role the Senate
declined.

At first the Privy Council numbered seven members: A. D. Menshikov, F.
M. Apraksin, G. I. Golovkin, P. A. Tolstoy, A. N. Osterman, D. M. Golitsyn,
representing the interest of the highborn nobility, and Catherine’s I son-in-law
duke Carl Golshtinsky.

The members of the Supreme Privy Council elaborated for Catherine | “the
opinion on the established Privy Council” where they determined the rights and
functions of this body. It was supposed that all the most important decisions must
be made only by the Supreme Privy Council and any emperor’s decree must end
by the words ‘issued at the Privy Council’. The Privy Council was in charge of the
foreign policy, army and navy, appointment of the highest officials (including
senators), control over the collegiums, financial management and supervisory
authorities.

Financial issues, which were in the center of the council activities, its
members tried to solve in two ways: by streamlining the accounting and control
over public revenue and expenditure, and by savings. Collecting the poll tax and
recruits was no longer the duty of the Army but of civilian authorities; military
units were withdrawn from rural to urban areas, and some officers of the nobles
sent on long leave without receiving their salaries. To save money, the Council
members resolved to eliminate a number of local establishments (outdoor courts,
offices of Zemstvo commissioners) and reduction of the number of employees
locally. Part of the petty officials, who had no class rank, has been stripped of their
salaries.

Supreme Privy Council removed restrictions on trade of certain goods,
abolished many restrictive tariffs and created favorable conditions for foreign

merchants, in particular, previously illegal trade via the port of Arkhangelsk was
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now authorized. In 1726 was signed a treaty of alliance with Austria, which defined
the character of Russian policy in the international arena for a few decades.

If under Catherine I the Council was a deliberative body with the wide-
ranged authorities, under Peter Il it concentrated the entire power in its hands. At
first it was Menshikov who was in command, but in September of 1727 he was
arrested and deposed. On the initiative of aristocrats who had strengthen their
position, first of all Golitsyn and Dolgorukiy, in January of 1730 after the death of
Peter Il the Supreme Privy Council rejected all the candidates of the Catherine |
will and invited to the throne Anna loannovna, widow duchesse of Kurland.

At the same time on the initiative of Golitsyn was decided to reform the
political system of Russia by the elimination of the autocracy and the introduction
of a limited monarchy. To this end, Council members suggested that the future
Empress sign a special arrangement — "Conditions™ under which she was deprived
of autonomy to make policy decisions: to make peace and declare war, appoint to
public offices, to change the tax system.

Lack of unity among the supporters of the Supreme Privy Council, who tried
to limit the power of the Empress, led to the fact that Anna loannovna, having
arrived to Moscow, tore the “Conditions” to pieces in public, supported by gentry
and guards.

Under the manifesto of March 4 (15), 1730 the Supreme Privy Council was
abolished and the majority of its members were exiled.

(http://www.prlib.ru)

Ex.1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions in cursive.
Consult a dictionary if necessary:

Public decision-making

Determined the rights and functions

Supervisory authorities

Control over public revenue

Poll tax
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Ex.2.

Ex.3.

Write out the key words from each part.

Do the following tasks based on the text B:

- divide the text into logical parts

- give a title to each part

- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text orally.
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Lesson 4
Text A

Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs who it is. Give your reasons to prove your

guesses.

Answer the following questions:
1) Look at the picture. Whose portrait is it?

2) Who did Anna loannovna succeed?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Belgrade [bel greid ]
Biron [ 'bararan |
Crimea [krar mio |
Khotin [ 'koutm ]
Ochakov [o'ka:kof ]

Guess the meaning of these words:
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Decree [ di'kri: ]

Empress [ ‘empras |

Grenadier [  grena'dir |

Hussar [ ha'za:r ]

[Husion [ 1'lu:3n |

Metallurgy [ 'metl3:rd3i ]

Regent ['ri:d3ent ]

The secret search chancellery [do "si:krat s3:1tf "tfaensalori |
The Supreme Privy Council [ 0o su:'pri:m "privi 'kaonsl ]

To restore [tu r1'sto:r |

Study the following words and expressions:
Contender, n [kon'tendor | — mpeTeHaCHT
Depose, v [ di'povz | — cBeprathb
Entrepreneurship, n [ a:ntrapra'n3:rfip | — npeAnpUHAMATEIHLCTBO
Figurehead, n ['figohed] — HoMuHaIBHBIN TT1aBa, MAPHOHETKA
Intimidate, v [ in"timidert | — 3anmyruBath
Invicibility, n [ mn vinsa'bilati ] — HemoOeAMMOCTD
Offspring, n [ o:fspriy | — oTrpbick
Regiment, n [ red3imoant | — mosk
Torture, n ['to:ffo] — mbiTKa
Twofold, adv ['tu:fould ] — B nBa pa3za
At best [ &t best | — B imyumrem ciryuae
To appoint a successor [ tu o' point e sok 'seso | — Ha3HAYUTH IPEECMHUKA
At worst [ &t wa:st | — B xyamrem cirydae
To confer a rank [ tu: kon'f3: e reenk | — mpucBanBaTh 4nH, 3BaHHE
Death sentence [ ded 'sentons ] — cMEpTHBIH IPUTOBOP
In particular [ m pa'tikjuls ] — B ocoberHOCTH
Industrial enterprise [ 1n'dastrial ‘entopraiz | — NPOMBIIUICHHOE

NpEANPUATHE
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To impose taxes [ tu im'pouz teeks | — obaraTh HajgOoramMu
Internal and foreign policy [ m't3:nl @&nd 'forin ‘polist | — BHyTpeHHSS 1
BHCIIHAA ITOJIUTHUKA

To sentence to death [ tu: "sentons tu: def ] — mpuroBopuTh K CMEpTH

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Anna loannovna

Anna ascended the Russian throne largely by accident, when the reigning
emperor, the 14-year-old Peter 11, died unexpectedly on 29 January 1730.

The throne was left without a designated heir and with relatively few proper
candidates. The Supreme Privy Council chose Anna over Elizaveta, a teenage
daughter of Peter the Great, who was another contender to the throne.

They offered the throne to Anna hoping that she would feel indebted for her
unexpected fortune and remain a figurehead at best and malleable at worst. She
was compelled to sign nine articles (conditions as they were called) limiting her
power.

She was not to marry, not to appoint a successor to the throne, not to declare
war or make peace, not to impose taxes, not to confer any rank higher than colonel,
not to spend government money, not to sign death sentences and not to distribute
or confiscate estates and honours without the permission of the Privy Council. She
also had to agree to allow the Privy Council to name her successor.

On 8 March a coup d'état, engineered by a party of Anna’s personal friends,
overthrew the Privy Council and Anna tore up the conditions in public; the
members of the Privy Council were arrested and subsequently either sentenced to
death or banished. On 28 April, 1730, Anna loannovna was crowned Empress of
Russia in the Dormition Cathedral of the Moscow Kremlin, thus becoming the

second crowned female ruler of Russia, after Catherine I.
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As one of her first acts to consolidate her power she restored (in 1731) the
Secret Search Chancellery, the supreme body of political investigation, which used
torture, death and exile to intimidate and terrorize those who opposed the tsarina.

Although Anna ostensibly ruled Russia with the help of a cabinet of five
ministers, she did not sign the majority of official documents, preferring to leave
them to her ministers and Biron who was made the official minion, Count and Head
Chamberlain. However, Biron was sufficiently prudent not to meddle in foreign or
military affairs and left these departments in the able hands of two other foreigners,
Andrey Osterman (1686 — 1747) who essentially governed Russian foreign policy,
and Burkhardt Munnich, a skillful administrator.

Under Anna's reign, Russia’s internal and foreign policies generally
continued to follow the line of Peter the Great After dissolution in 1730 of the
Supreme Secret Council the value of the Senate was restored, and in 1731 the
Cabinet, which would effectively rule the country, was created. In 1732, Anna
loannovna brought the Imperial Court and high state institutions back to St.
Petersburg from Moscow where they had been situated since 1728. Not trusting
the former political elite and guards, the Empress created new lzmailovsky and
Horse regiments — staffed by foreigners and Russians from the south.

A number of major requests from the nobility, which had been put forward
in 1730, were satisfied. In 1731, an unpopular decree regarding the inheritance of
property passed by Peter the Great in 1714, was cancelled, a special military corps,
the Shlyakhetsky Corps (the first Military Cadet Corps in Russia), for children of
noblemen was founded, in 1732 salaries to Russian officers were increased
twofold, in 1736 the term of military service was reduced to 25 years and nobles
were given the right to exempt one son from service in order to manage the family
estate.

The policy of expanding serfdom continued: by a decree of 1736, all workers
of industrial enterprises were declared property of their owners. Anna's reign was
also marked by the extensive development of economy and trade and, in particular,

by the rise of Russian industry, including metallurgy.
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Russia became the world leader in iron production. From the second half of
the 1730s the gradual transfer of state enterprises to private hands began, for
example, the Berg Regulation of 1739 which stimulated entrepreneurship in the
mining industry. It was also during Anna’s sovereignty that the Imperial Academy
of Sciences established itself within Russian society and internationally.

The chief military events of the reign were the War of Polish Succession
(1733 — 1735) and the Second Crimean War. The Russian-Turkish war of 1735 —
1739 cost about 100 thousand men and millions of roubles; the Russian army twice
invaded Crimea (1736, 1738) destroying it and seizing the Turkish fortresses of
Ochakov and Khotin. However, unskillful actions by Munnich, who commanded
the army, compelled Russia to sign the Belgrade Peace Treaty, according to which
Russia had to return to Turkey all seized lands with the exception of the city of
Azov and a small district at the mouth of the Don River.

Still, the illusion of Ottoman invincibility was dissipated and Russian
soldiers learned that 100,000 Turks were no match, in a fair field, for half that
number of grenadiers and hussars; moreover, the Crimean Tatar hordes had been
nearly exterminated and Russia's successes had immensely increased its
international prestige. The war marked the beginning of Russia’s drive southward
which was later brought to fruition by Catherine 1.

By the spring of 1740 Anna loannovna's health had seriously deteriorated.
Anna spent her last days endeavouring to make her line of the Romanov dynasty
preeminent against the superior claims of her cousin Elizaveta Petrovna. Without
any offspring of her own, Anna named her infant grandnephew (the grandson of
her deceased sister Catherine and son of her niece, Anna Leopoldovna), Ivan
Antonovich of Braunschweig (born in August 1740), as heir with Biron as his
regent. The Empress died as a result of kidney failure on 17 October, 1740 at the
age of 47.

Anna’s succession strategy failed, however, as Biron was replaced as regent
just months after Anna’s death by Anna Leopoldovna. Ivan Antonovich (Ivan VI)

remained on the throne for less than two years; his mother was deposed in another
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coup d’etat by Elizaveta Petrovna resulting in Ivan VI and all his family’s life
imprisonment.

(https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/anna-

ioannovna-empress-of-russia/)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) How and when did Anna ascend to the throne?
2) What limited her power?
3) What wasn’t she allowed to do according to the conditions?
4) When did coup d’état take place? What happened to its members?
5) When and where was Anna loannovna crowned?
6) How did she try to consolidate her power?
7) Who really ruled the country?
8) What line did Anna loannovna follow in internal policy?
9) What requests from nobility were satisfied during her reign?
10) How can the state of industrial development be characterized?
11) What wars marked her reign?
12) What were the consequences of the Russian-Turkish war?

13) Who did Anna loannovna choose as her heir?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these word expressions:
By accident
Designated heir
To meddle in foreign and military affairs
Inheritance of property
Extensive development of trade
Gradual transfer
Unskillful actions

Superior claim
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Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these word expressions:
B3oiitu Ha TpoH
UyBcTBOBaThH Ce0s1 00s3aHHBIM
OcTaBaTbCsi HOMMHAJIBHBIM TJIABOU
OOBABUTH BOWHY
[ToxxaioBaTh UM KOH(PHUCKOBATH IOMECTHE
YKpermars BIacThb
Cpok BOEHHOM CITYKOBI
['ocynapcTBeHHOE NIpEaIIpUSITIE

3axBaueHHBIE 3EMITU

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1) Someone who competes with other people to try to win something

2) A large area of land in the country that is owned by a family

3) A person who rules a country only for a limited period, because the king or
queen is absent or too young

4) The condition of someone being sent or kept away from their own country,
especially for political reasons

5) A business company or organization

6) Someone who has the position of leader but who has no real power

7) To defeat or remove someone from power, using force

8) Respect and admiration given to someone or something, usually because of

a reputation for high quality success or social influence

Ex.5. Give your own definitions to the following words:
Secret Search Chancellery
Property
Salary
Entrepreneurship

Fortress
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Treaty
Offspring
Coup d’etat

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if

necessary:
Verb Noun Adjective
permission
expanding
action
replace

sign

Investigation

Successor

Ex.7. Translate from Russian into English:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

[Tocne neoxkumanuoit cmeptu Ilerpa I, nous Ilepra |, ExuzaBera, Oniia
IIPETEHACHTKON Ha POCCUMCKUM ITPECTOIL.

Uto Bepxosubiii Taitnbiii CoBer 3anperusi AHHe MoaHHOBHE mocie ee
BOCIIIECTBUS Ha MPECTOI?

bupon, koTopsiil cuntancs odpunranbHbeM haBopuToM AHHBI l0aHHOBHBI,
OBIT JOCTAaTOYHO TPETYCMOTPUTEICH, YTOOBI HE BMEIIMBATHCA BO
BHEIIHIOK MOJUTUKY Poccum.

Taiinas KaHuensipus UCHOJIb30Bajia MBITKH, CMEPTHYIO Ka3Hb U CCBUIKH,
yTOOBI 3aITyraTh T€X, KTO OBbLI HE COTJIACEH C MOJIUTUKOM AHHBI I0aHHOBHBI.
WBan VI octaBasncs Ha TpoHE MEHEe IBYX JIeT, CHadajia bupon ObL1 cMeteH
C MO3UIIMU €ro PereHra, a Mo3xe ero marb, AHHa JleomonbaoBHA ObLIa

CBEPrHYyTa B PE3YyJIbTaTE OCYAapCTBEHHOIO IEPEBOPOTA.
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6) Ilouemy Anna MoaHHOBHAa He MOrjia Ha3Ha4YaTh MPECMHUKA, OOBSBISTH
BOIHY, oOjaraTh HaJloraMy, IpPUCBAWBATh 3BaHUS M HE IMOJIHCHIBATH
CMEPTHBIE TPUTOBOPHI?

7) V3MaiiioBCKHiA U KOHHBIUA MOJIKA OBLIM YKOMIUIEKTOBAHBI WHOCTPAHIIAMH
IIOCKOJIBKY MMIIEpaTpHlia HE JOBEpsiia OBbIBIIEH MOJUTHUYECKOW SJIUTE U
rBapIeam.

8) B konie 1730 romoB rocyapCcTBEHHBIC MPEINPUATHS TOCTEIICHHO HAYAIH

NePEXOANTh B HACTHBIC PYKH.

Ex.8. Make a brief report on one of the following topics:
Ascending the Russian throne
Domestic policy

The Russian-Turkish War and its consequences

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the following questions:
1) What was the state of Russian culture by the beginning of 1730?

2) What were traditional entertainments of nobility?

Read the following text quickly without a dictionary and find out the following
information:

1) Famous buildings constructed during the reign of Anna loannovna

2) Appearance of ballet and opera

3) Weigh of the Tsar Bell

4) Variety of court entertainment

Arts and Culture
Under Anna loannovna, the systematic development of the city St.

Petersburg took place, including cobbling and the building of stone structures.
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Numerous buildings dating back to Anna’s reign can be found in the city: the
Kunstkammer (1734), the St. Peter and Paul Cathedral, the Twelve Colleges
Building, the Church of Simeon and Anna, and many others. A prominent architect
of the time, Peter Yeropkin, created the planning structure for the centre of St.
Petersburg.

Anna also supported Russia's emerging interest in ballet. The first public
performance of the Russian ballet took place in 1735 and was staged for Anna by
Jean-Baptiste Lande, the dance master of the Military Academy. Noting the
Russians' love and talent for dance, Lande founded three years later Her Majesty's
Dancing School with 12 children of palace servants as students (the institution has
existed ever since and is currently known as the Vaganova Academy of Russian
Ballet). Soon after, ballet presentations became fashionable. Opera was also
introduced in Russia during Anna's reign, when Italian composer Francesco Araja
was invited to direct the new opera company in St. Petersburg. In 1735 ‘The Power

of Love and Hate’ by Araja was staged at the new 1000-seat Imperial Theatre.

Tsar Bell

A notable event during the rule of Anna loannovna was the creation of the
largest bell in the world, the Great Uspensky Bell, or the Tsar Bell, cast by Russian
craftsmen Motorins (father and son), which today stands at the foot of the Ivan the
Great Bell Tower in the Moscow Kremlin. In 1730, Anna loannovna wished to re-
cast the old Great Uspensky Bell which had been destroyed in a fire in 1701, and
to increase its weight to 10,000 pounds (almost 170 tons).

The proposition was put forth to Parisian craftsmen but they declined
believing it impossible to cast a bell of this size. Ivan and Mikhail Motorins agreed
to try, and casting work began on lvanovskaya Square in the Kremlin. The first
attempt was unsuccessful, and Ivan Motorin died ‘of sadness,” according to official
records. However, his son Mikhail brilliantly completed the work, and on the night
of 25 November 1735, 202 tons of bronze were successfully poured into the bell

mould in just 36 minutes.
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The bell remained in the casting pit for decoration work, but during the fire
of 1737, a piece of the bell weighing 11.5 tons broke off because of uneven cooling
from poured water. The Tsar Bell remained in the casting pit for 100 years until it

was put on a pedestal by architect A. Monferrand in 1836.

Court entertainment

Anna’s court in St. Petersburg represented a mix of old-Moscow customs
and elements of new European culture, introduced to Russia by Peter I. Foreigners
gasped at the splendour of Anna's court and her passion for luxury. The Empress
spent a lot of time in idle entertainments among jesters, dwarves, cripples, God's
fools, fortune-tellers, dark-skinned slaves, and so on. She enjoyed watching
comedies performed by Italian and German actors.

She particularly liked fight scenes and arranged wrestling contests among
court jesters. Among the Empress's other passions were card games, in which
enormous sums were won and lost. One of Anna’s jesters, the Italian fiddler and
juggler Pietro-Myra Pedrillo, amassed a large fortune before returning to his
hometown of Naples. Wild animals were let loose in the Peterhof Park to satisfy
Anna’s lust for hunting. Loaded rifles stood in all palace rooms so that the Empress
could shoot at birds flying past the windows. Each year she killed several hundred
animals.

(https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/anna-

ioannovna-empress-of-russia/)

Ex.1. Match the English words with the Russian ones:

jester pPEMECIICHHUK

cast IBOP

prominent BEJTUKOJICTINE, MTBIITHOCTh
splendour JUThE, OTJINBKA
craftsman Iy T

52


https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/anna-ioannovna-empress-of-russia/
https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/anna-ioannovna-empress-of-russia/

court BBIJIAFOIIMICS, M3BECTHBIMN

Ex.2. Write the contents of each paragraph in 2 — 3 sentences.
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Lesson 5
Text A

Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs what it is. Give your reasons to prove your
guesses.

Study the pronunciation of the following proper words:
Anna [ 'ang]
Austria [ pstrio]
Elizabeth [1'l1zobo0]
France [fra:ns]
Ivan [ arv(o)n]
Martha [ 'ma:69]
Moscow [ ' mpskouv]
Petersburg [ 'pi:toz b3:g]
Sophia ['soufia]
Prussia [ 'prafo]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Empress [ 'empras]
Prince [prins]
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Regent [ 'r1.d3ont]
Leader ['1r:da]
Etiquette [ etiket]
Bible ["barbl]

Study the following words and expressions:

Apathetic, adj [ @po’Oetik] — anaTuunbIit

Ascend, v [2'send] — B3oiiTH

Banish, v [ 'b&nif] — BbicnaTh

Bloodshed, n [ 'blad Jed] — kpoBonponuTHe

Coup, n [ku:] — rocyaapcTBeHHbIN IEPEBOPOT

Eradicate, v [1'reedr keit] — uckopeHuTsb

Existence, n [1g zistons] — cymiecTBoBaHUE

Grow up, v [grou Ap] — pactu, BeIpacTaTth

Illegitimate, adj [ 1l d3itimit] — He3aKOHHBIN, BHEOpAYHBIH

Mature, v [ma'tfua(r)] — chopMupoBaThcst Kak JTUYHOCTD, CTATh 3PEIIBIM

Nunnery, n [ 'NANari] — >KEHCKU MOHACTBIPh

Passionate, adj [ 'pa&fonit] — cTrpacTHbIiI

Perpetual, adj [pa'petjuol] — moCTOSTHHBIN, BEUHBIH

Populace, n [ 'popjulos] — mpocToii Hapo1, MacChl, HaceIeHUE

Promiscuous, adj [pro miskjuos] — pacmymieHHbIN

Socialite n ['soufo lart] — cBeTCKHMI 4YeIOBEK, 3aHUMAIOIIUN BHIHOEC
MI0JIOKEHUE B OOLIECTBE

Siblings, n [ 'sibliy] — ponnoit 6par, pogHas cectpa

Succeed, v [sok'si:d] — cmeHsTH, cTATh TPEEMHUKOM

Survive, v [sa'vaiv] — BbDKHUBAThH

Throne, n [6roun] — Tpox

Vindictiveness, v [vin'diktivniS] — McTHTEIBHOCTD

In check [ fek] — mox KoHTpOIEM

To ascend to the throne [tu: o'send tu: 0i: Oroun] — B30iiTH HA TPOH
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To serve as regent [tu: s3:v @&z 'ri:d3(o)nt] — BeICTYIIATh B KAYECTBE pereHTa

To take the throne [tu: teik di: Oroun] — BcTynath Ha pecTo

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Elizabeth of Russia: the right heir to the throne

Elizabeth of Russia, also known as Elizaveta Petrovna, was the Empress of
Russia from 1741 to 1762.

Elizabeth Petrovna led a charmed existence. Born on 18 December 1709, to
Peter the Great and Martha Skaronska, or Catherine |, a peasant, she was
technically illegitimate (her parents were not officially married at the time of her
birth). She had 11 siblings but only a few of them survived to adulthood. Elizabeth
grew up in a supportive and loving environment. She lived an enchanted lifestyle
in which she learned to appreciate the customs and etiquette of both Western
culture and Russian tradition; Elizabeth was a passionate church attendee, Russian
patriot, fluent speaker of the French, Italian, and German languages, and a
competent dancer of the minuet.

Elizabeth’s father, Peter, had abolished the law of succession during his
reign. Subsequently, the Supreme Council was given the right to choose Peter’s
heir to the throne. Upon the death of Peter the Great, her cousin Anna ascended to
the throne and Elizabeth was allowed to remain a promiscuous, apathetic Russian
socialite. By 1740, however, Elizabeth had matured; she was frustrated by her
cousin, Empress Anne's, vindictiveness as a political leader and the perpetual
threats of banishing Elizabeth to a nunnery. As Empress Anne lay on her deathbed,
the people hoped that Elizabeth would take the throne. Instead, she was passed
over in favor of Prince Anton and Anna Leopoldnovna’s newly born son, Ivan VI,
on whose behalf his mother, served as regent. Secret agents acting on the orders of
the Regent Anna watched Elizabeth day and night. Anna was worried that

Elizabeth would incite a revolt against her, because Anna recognized that as a

56



foreigner, the Russian populace distrusted her, while Elizabeth was a favorite of
the guards and loved by the people.

On November 25, 1741, Elizabeth was ready to take her place among the
annals of Russian political leaders. With the help of her political supporters,
Elizabeth arrested Regent Anna and the infant emperor. Even though it was a
daring coup, it was accomplished without bloodshed. Elizabeth crowned herself
the empress on April 25, 1742. That in victory, Elizabeth was fair, graceful, and
managed to keep her revenge in check; she had emerged from the shadows of
neglected, carefree princess status to become Russia’s ruler.

Elizabeth proved to be politically and militarily beneficial to Russia. The
incompetence of the previous two tsars had cost the country scores of national
pride. Elizabeth increased morale by reinstating her father's policy of appointing
only Russian citizens to top advisory positions within the government, thereby
avoiding foreign influence. The Senate was revitalized and the 'Secret Council' was
eradicated. She made humanitarian gains by outlawing the death penalty. In 1743,
she attained a historic victory for diplomacy by negotiating an end to the long-
standing land dispute between Russia and Sweden. She was also chiefly
responsible for maintaining the alliance between Russia, Austria, and France,
against Prussia during the Seven Years' War.

Elizabeth's reign was marked by political as well as cultural advancements.
On January 25, 1755, she set forth a decree to establish the founding of the
University of Moscow. She proved to be a blessing to the Russian Orthodox
Church; she donated large sums of money to the church and set the price of Bibles
at five rubles. Elizabeth established a solid foundation for the arts; she created a
state theater, brought in Italian instrumentalists, singers, and set designers to
complement the court choir. In addition, she changed Petersburg architecture to
reflect the styles that were dominant in Western Europe at that time.

On December 25, 1761, Elizabeth died leaving no children as heirs; she had
never married. She left the throne to her nephew, Peter Il who died shortly

thereafter. His wife, Sophia, who would later become Catherine the Great.
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ioannovna-empress-of-russia/)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:
1) What education did Elizabeth receive?
2) Who ascended to the throne after Peter’s death?
3) What was Elizabeth’s status during Anna’s and then Regent’s ruling?
4) Why did Elizabeth stage a coup?
5) What changes did she make in Russian system of governing?
6) How did she prove to be militarily beneficial to Russia?
7) What achievements did the empress have in the cultural life of the country?
8) What did she do for education?
9) Why was Elizabeth a blessing to the Russian Orthodox Church?

Ex. 2. Explain the difference in meaning between the following words and
expressions:

A sibling/ a cousin

A revolt/a daring coup

To live an enchanted lifestyle/ to lead a charmed existence

To ascend to the throne/to be an heir to the throne

To remain a promiscuous, apathetic socialite/to be politically and militarily

beneficial

Ex. 3.
a) Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:
HE3aKOHHBI, C OPUINYECKON TOUYKH 3PEHUS
BBICOKO IICHUTH oObIyau u Tpaauluu
OTMEHUTH 3aKOH
be3 kposonponnTus

BoccTaHOBUTH NOJIMTUKY
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OcHOBaTh YHUBEPCUTET
[lonBepruyTh M3rHAHUIO
Bcerynars Ha npectou
JInmates 3aKOHHOW CUJIBI

ITepenats B 1ap/mokepTBOBATH

b) Tell your partner about the Elizabeth’s life and ruling using these words and

expressions.

Ex. 4. Find words from the text which have these definitions:

1) A person who loves their country and who is ready to defend it against an
enemy

2) A person who has the legal right to receive somebody’s property, money or
title when that person dies

3) To officially end a law, a system or an institution

4) (Of a child or young person) behaving in a sensible way, like an adult or
fully grown and developed

5) A person who goes to a lot of fashionable parties and is often written about
in the newspapers, etc.

6) All the ordinary people of a particular country or area

7) To give money, food, clothes, etc. to somebody/something, especially a

charity

Ex. 5. Insert the words and phrases into the sentences. Translate these sentences

into Russian:

abolished succeed the Empress traditions a patron by both parents
power populace establishment legitimate heir government positions a

coup monarch foundation death sentence
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1) Elizabeth of Russia took power after staging in 1741.

2) Doted on , the girl received training in European languages,
social skills, and Russian of singing, religious instruction, and
dancing.

3) By that time Elizabeth had earned much support from the and it was
expected that she would her cousin.

4) Disillusioned Elizabeth staged a coup and seized with the help of
the Preobrazhensky Regiment to become of Russia

5) She was a very powerful and popular _ who led the country into two

major European wars — the War of Austrian Succession and the Seven Years'
War.
6) She the Supreme Council and reconstituted the Senate, replacing

many of the foreigners who held top with Russians.

7) She was of arts and supported the of the University of
Moscow and of the Imperial Academy of Arts in Saint Petersburg

8) She was also known for her strong religious convictions due to which she
never signed even a single throughout her reign.

9) Long before her death she had named her nephew, Peter of Holstein-Gottorp,

as her

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1) Pogurenu odveHp cuibHO mroOWaM Enm3aBery, mosTomMy OHa pociia B
aTMochepe T00BH U TIOJTHOU ITOACPIKKH.

2) V EnuzaBersl OBUIO CYACTIMBOE JIETCTBO, €€ OOyYaal eBPONCHCKHM
A3bIKaM, YTUTh OOBYAM M TPAJHULHMH KAK PYCCKOHM, Tak W 3amaJaHoOu
KyJbTYPBHI.

3) Ilocie cmeptu ee OTIa Ky3uHa AHHA B30IUIA Ha IMPECTOJN, a IMOCIE e
KOHYMHBI, UMIiepaTopoM Obu1 BeIOpaH Miuazaenen MBan VI, ¢ ero marepsio,

AnHOM JIeononb10BHOM, B KAUECTBE PETECHTA.
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4) Tlockonbky mpocToii Hapoj mo0win Enuzasery, AuHa JleomonbaoBHa
ornacajnach BoccTanus, koropoe oHa (EnuzaBera) moria nojaHsTh.

5) Iponomxkas MOTUTHKY cBoero otna, [leTpa Benukoro, EnuzaBera momHsia
MOpaJbHBIN JyX CBOEr0 Hapojaa, Ha3Hayas TOJbKO rpaxjaaH Poccun Ha
BBICOKHME TIOCTBHI.

6) OmHuM W3 BeNMMYAWIIUX JOCTHKCHHW IpaBleHHUs Enwm3aBeThl sBIsETCS
JUIUIOMAaTHYeCKass 1MoOefa B 3€MEIbHOM CIOpE JUIJIOMATHH MEXAY
Poccueii n llBenueit B 1743.

7) Enuzapera, 3a 20-JIeTHEE MpaBJIeHHEe, OCHOBAJIA IIEPBBI YHUBEPCUTET CBOCH

CTpaHbl U HaJIaaWJia CUJIbHLIC CBA3U B EBpOHC.

Ex.7. Tell about Elizabeth as if you are:
a) Peter the Great
b) Elizabeth herself
C) a peasant

d) member of Senate

Text B

Read the text without a dictionary and try to understand its general content.
Answer these questions:
1) What was the number of crimes punishable by death while Peter’s reign?
2) What promise did Elizabeth give on the eve of the coup?
3) What was she worried about?
4) What was Senate reaction to abolishing the death penalty?
5) What compromise did Elizabeth strike?

Sentences to death
Death penalty was used extensively in the Russian Empire. In 1649, there

were 63 crimes punishable by death and under Peter | that number was doubled.
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When his daughter Elizabeth seized power she had a very different attitude to the
death penalty. On the eve of the coup, she promised "not to execute anyone™ and
to the grenadiers vowing to Kill her enemies, she replied that, if any blood was
shed, she wouldn't lead them. The coup was successful but the new Empress did
not abolish death penalty straight away. She decided to proceed with caution
instead.

Elizabeth was worried that abolishing the death penalty, with the fear such
a punishment inspires, would increase the numbers of crimes committed. But that
was not the only reason that held her back. Elizabeth was the only one who wanted
to abolish the death penalty. The Synod would happily have released the Empress
from her promise, and even the Russian people would not understand why she
wanted to give mercy to criminals. The Senate was against it, too. They had just
approved a law that, in addition to the usual forms of death penalty, recommended
other ones. The Empress refused to approve that law.

In the end, Elizabeth never officially abolished the death penalty. Instead,
she approved the Senate's report "On Not Abolishing the Death Penalty for
Thieves, Bandits, Murderers and Counterfeiters”. But she ordered that all the death
sentences should be submitted to her for her "imperial approval”. And she never
approved any of them. This way the death penalty was de facto, if not de jure,
abolished during her reign. But what happened to those sentenced to death? They
remained in prison "until further orders”, and in 1754, an edict was passed that
commuted the punishment to hard labor but only after being flogged, branded and
put in shackles for the rest of their lives. Although the de facto ban of the death
penalty was a remarkable accomplishment for the time, the Empress never thought
of abolishing torture too. That was still widely used and those subjected to this
harrowing ordeal often died.

(https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/anna-

ioannovna-empress-of-russia/)

Ex.1. Write out the key words from each part.
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Ex.2. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text orally.
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Lesson 6

Text A

Look at the picture. Whose portrait is it? How do you think the portrait is related

to the statement: “I leave it to posterity to judge impartially what I have done”?

What made her famous as a sovereign of Russia?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper words:
Alexander [&lig’ zaeendos]
Austria [ 'pstrio]
Belarus [ 'bels ras]
Catherine [ 'ka0rin]
Crimea [krar mio]
d'Alembert [ dalomber]
Diderot [dr'derat]
Europe [ 'juarap]
German [ 'd33:mon]

Hermitage [ 'h3:mitid3]
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Napoleon Bonaparte [na povlion ‘bovnapa:t]

Lithuania [110ju " emioa]

Ottoman [ ptomon]

Paul [po:1]

Peter [ 'pr:to]

Poland [ povlond]

Prussia [ praf9]

Stettin ['ftetin]

St. Petersburg [s(o)nt 'p1:tozba:g]
Szczecin ['fYfetsiin]

Voltaire [vol 'te:]

Complete the table with the nouns and adjectives:

Noun Adjective
power

personal
center

eastern

enthusiasm

imperial

West

Give your definitions to the following words:

Charter [ 'tfa:to]

Grand Duke [grend djuk]
Empress [ empris]

Parton [ ‘peitran]

Prince [prins]

Privilege [ privilid3]

Sovereign [ 'spvrin]
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Tsar [za:]

Study the following words and expressions:
Acquire, v [a'kwara(r)] — npuobpeTath, 1oJIy4aTh, OBIAJCBAThH
Affair, n [o'fea(r)] — neno, nesTENBHOCTD
Decline, v [dr 'klain] — ymMeHbIIaTHCS, MPUXOAWTD B YIAIO0K, HITH Ha CIIal
Disband, v [dis'baend] — pactiyckaTh, TUKBHIUPOBATH
Enlighten, v [in'lartn] — npocBemars, 00y4arhb
Expand, v [expand] — pacmupsth, yBeIMYUBaTLCS B 00bEME, Pa3BUBAThH
Extinguish, v [1k 'stipgwif] — yHU4TOXATH,
Heir, n [ea(r)] — HacnenHUK, TPEEMHHUK
Influential, adj [ ,influ’enfl] — BrusiTeNBHBIN, ABTOPUTETHBIH
Liberal, adj [ 'libaral] — mubepanbHbIi, CBOOOHBIN, C IMIMPOKUMH B3I IaMH
Outbreak, n ['avtbreik] — Hayano, BCIbIIIKa, BHE3AITHOE HAYAJIO
Overthrow, v [ auVa'0Orov] — cBeprarbh, CBEPrHYTh
Plight, n [plait] — myuuTenpHOE, O€ICTBEHHOE IOJOKEHUE
Reverse, v [r1'v3:S] — u3MEHUTh, OTMEHSTh, AHHYJIMPOBAThH
Sovereign, n ['spvrin] — MOHapX, IPaBUTEIb
Turn out, v [t3:n avt] — OKa3bIBATHCS, BBISICHITH, UMETh PE3YJIbTATOM
In an accident [ on’a&ksidont]— Bo Bpemst HecuacTHOTO Cliydas
By all accounts [bar o:1 mr:nz ] — mo BceoOiemMy npu3HaHUO, Cy/IsI IO BCEMY
To codify laws [ 'koudr far Io:z] — cucremarmsupoBaTh 3aKOHBI
To have a part in [hav o pa:t iN] — GbITE BOBJICYCHHBIM, UTPATh POJIH

To be powerful [br:'pavofl] — ObITh MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM, BIUSATEIHHBIM

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary

Catherine the Great: the rise of the Empire
Catherine Il was Empress of Russia for more than 30 years and one of the

country’s most influential rulers.
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The future Catherine the Great, Sophie Friederike Auguste von Anhalt-
Zerbst, was born a in one of the tiny German states in Stettin, part of Prussia (now
Szczecin in Poland), the daughter of a minor German prince on 2 May 1729. She
turned out to be a powerful and enlightened ruler of the vast Russian Empire. In
1745, after being received into the Russian Orthodox Church, and changing her
name to Catherine, she married Grand Duke Peter, grandson of Peter the Great and
heir to the Russian throne. Being a bright personality with a strong sense of
determination she learned the Russian language and by doing a lot of reading
acquired a brilliant education.

The marriage was unhappy, but the couple did produce one son, Paul. In
1762 Catherine's husband became Tsar Peter 11l but he was soon overthrown and
killed "in an accident”, while Catherine became Russia's ruler. It is not known
whether Catherine had a part in his death.

Catherine went on to become the most powerful sovereign in Europe. Her
major influences on her adopted country were in expanding Russia's borders and
continuing the process of Westernization begun by Peter the Great. During her
reign she extended the Russian empire southwards and westwards, adding
territories which included the Crimea, Belarus and Lithuania. Agreements with
Prussia and Austria led to three partitions of Poland, in 1772, 1793, and 1795,
extending Russia's borders well into central Europe. Russia’s influence in European
affairs in Eastern and Central Europe were increased and expanded as well.

Catherine began as a political and social reformer but gradually grew more
conservative as she got older. In 1767 she convened the Legislative Commission
to codify Russia's laws and in the process modernized Russian life. She presented
the commission with her Nakaz, (or 'Instruction’), a strikingly liberal document that
presented the empress’s vision of the ideal government. The commission produced
no desired results and the outbreak of war against the Ottoman Empire in 1768
provided a good opportunity to disband it.

The Pugachev Rebellion of 1774 — 1775 gained huge support in Russia's

western territories until it was extinguished by the Russian army. Catherine
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realized her heavy reliance on the nobility to control the country and instigated a
series of reforms giving them greater control over their land and serfs. The 1785
‘Charter to the Nobility’ established them as a separate estate in Russian society
and assured their privileges. Catherine therefore ignored any concern she may
previously have had for the plight of the serfs, whose status and rights declined
further. From 1789 until her death, she reversed many of the liberal reforms of her
early reign. One notable effect of this reversal was that, like Peter the Great,
Catherine ultimately contributed to the increasingly distressing state of the
peasantry in Russia. As it was mentioned above with the onset of the French
Revolution, Catherine became strikingly conservative and increasingly hostile to
criticism of her policies.

Catherine was also an enthusiastic patron of the arts, literature and education
and acquired an art collection which now forms the basis of the Hermitage
Museum, which she also built and founded. Catherine commissioned buildings all
over Russia, established academies, journals, and libraries. She read widely and
corresponded with many of the prominent thinkers of the era, including Voltaire,
Diderot and d'Alembert.

Catherine died in St Petersburg on 17 November 1796 and was succeeded
by her son Paul. Paul's reign lasted only five years and was by all accounts a
complete disaster. Paul was succeeded by his son Alexander I, who is remembered
mostly for having been the ruler of Russia during Napoleon Bonaparte's epic
Russian Campaign.

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic figures/catherine the great.shtml)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:
1) What family was Catherine born?
2) What personality did she have?
3) What reforms did Catherine implement in Russia?
4) How did Russia’s status change in the world?

5) What was the main idea of “Nakaz?
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6) What was Catherin’s attitude to peasants?

7) What other contributions did Catherine make to Russia?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these words and expressions:
An influential ruler
Heir to the throne
Codify Russia's laws
‘Charter to the Nobility’
Strikingly conservative and increasingly hostile
Bright personality
Westernization
Legislative Commission

Prominent thinkers

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:
[IpocBenieHHbBIN TTPABUATEND
CBepruyTh ¢ TpOHA
[Tony4uuTh NOAIEPKKY
bencTBeHHOE MOJI0KEHNE KPECThSH
[TonHbIl SHTY3HMAa3Ma
Pacuimputs umneputo
[IpuBecTu
CuiibHasi 3aBUCUMOCTD

Mernenar

Ex. 4. Match the words with their definitions:

1.aruler a king or queen

2. an heir a person who gives money and support to artists and
writers

3. an empress people in general, living together in communities
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4. a sovereign a person who rules or governs

5. society an attempt by some of the people in a country to change

their government, using violence

6. an academy the sudden start of something unpleasant, especially

violence or a disease

7. apatron a person who has the legal right to receive somebody’s

property, money or title when that person dies

8. a rebellion a type of official organization which aims to encourage
and develop art, literature, science or a school or college

for special training

9. an outbreak a woman who is the ruler of an empire a woman who is

the ruler of an empire or the wife of an emperor

Ex. 5. Give your own definitions to the following words and expressions:
To acquire a brilliant education
Reform
Plight
Privilege
To be succeeded by
To be overthrown
Westernization
Peasantry
Nobility

Ex. 6. Translate from Russian into English:
1) Exkarepuna ll, oqHa U3 caMbIX 00pa30BaHHBIX M BIMATEIbHBIX MTPABUTEICH
Poccuu, 6p11a Umneparpuneit Poccun 6ombiie 30 ner.
2) UtoObl BhIATH 3amyx 3a BHyka [lerpa |, Coduu npunuioch MpUHSTH

[IpaBocnaBHYyIO BEpy U CMEHHUTh UMs Ha Exarepuny.
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3) Exarepuna Benukas oOmangana spkoil WHIMBUAYAIbHOCTBIO, BBIyUYHIIA
PYCCKHUH S3BIK M MOJTy4nia Oiectsiiee oopa3oBaHue.

4) Bckope, nocie toro, kak [lerp III cram mapem, oH ObUT CBEPTHYT U yOUT "B
pe3yabTaTe HECUaCTHOrO ciryvas'.

5) OCHOBHBIMU JOCTW)KCHUSIMU EKaTepuHBI CTalW pacHIMpPeHUE TPaHUI]
Poccuiickoii umnepuu u ee (Poccun) Bnusinusa B Bocrounoit u LlenTpansHoit
Esporne.

6) JIuGepanbHbIii JTOKYMEHT, MPEIACTABISABIIMI  BHACHUE ExaTepuHBbI
UJE€albHOTO MPABUTENBCTBA, HE OBLIT IPHUHSIT.

7) HecMoTpsi Ha OIpOMHYIO TOJJIEPKKY BoccTaHusi [lyradeBa Ha 3amaHbIX
Tepputopusix Poccun, 0HO ObLIIO MO/1aBIEHO POCCUNCKON apMUEH.

8) Exarepuna Il He crocoOCTBOBaja YJIYYIICHUIO TMOJIOKECHUS KPECThSH B

Poccun.

Ex. 7. Divide into two groups — pro and con — to discuss the following issue:
“Catherine the Great: progress or regress for the Russian Empire?”. Prepare your
arguments for and against Catherine’s ruling. Use the active vocabulary from

the text.

Text B

Guess and explain the meaning of the following words:
Alliance [o'latons]
Revolt [11 voult]
Suppress [so'pres]
Troops [tru:ps]
Front [frant]
Recuritment [r1 kru:tmont]
Ambassador [&m basada(r)]

Opposition [ ppa’'zifn]
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Read the text and find the words and expressions that are defined as follows:

- an attempt, by a large number of people, to change the government of a
country, especially by violent action;

- to become better than before; to make something/somebody better than
before;

- aseries of planned activities that are intended to achieve a particular social,
commercial or political aim;

- asum of money or something valuable that you give or offer to somebody
to persuade them to help you, especially by doing something dishonest;

- any infectious disease that kills a lot of people;

- asituation in which two or more countries or groups of people fight against
each other over a period of time

- money that you have to pay to the government so that it can pay for public
services;

- to improve a system, an organization, a law, etc. by making changes to it

Achievements in the Foreign Policy

Assassination and the threat of it were a persistent means of intimidating
progressive governments all over Europe in the 18" century — the age of the nobles’
revolt. Catherine Il discovered early the force of conservative reaction it spoiled
her Legislative Assembly and her plans to improve the lot of the serfs.

If Peter I’s achievements in Sweden and Poland had been considerable, there
had been some backsliding, some lost ground, in both areas during the era of palace
revolutions, and Catherine was to address herself to articulation and repair. In both
Poland and Sweden, she would meddle in constitutional questions, as different as
they were in the two environments, bribing and supporting political parties in
Sweden with money, in Poland supporting or suppressing them with arms.

The first was Catherine’s astonishingly stubborn and ambitious pretentions.

She was determined to pursue the campaign to a glorious conclusion, to diminish
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the Turks if not ruin them and drive them out of Europe. These aspirations could
only raise apprehensions elsewhere. The French were naturally committed to the
Turks. The Austrians were threatened by Russian successes. The alliance of small
and indigent Prussia with St Petersburg required Frederick to pay throughout the
war subsidies that he could ill afford. The Swedes naturally found in Russian
involvement in two fronts already an opportunity that they could scarcely overlook.
In fact, this development portended a new war on yet another front, and Catherine
apprehensively deployed troops to deal with it, though it did not actually happen.
At the same time, the plague broke out in Moscow (1771), and the stresses and
strains of the war in the form of tax and recruitment burdens on the population
provoked the infamous Pugachev rebellion (1773).

By reference to the standards prevailing in the age, the foreign policy of
Catherine was a great success. She conquered 200,000 square miles of new
territory and expanded the Russian population from 19,000,000 to 36,000,000. Yet
there is here another element of this story, one taken too little into account. If the
opposition of the Russian nobility to the reforming aspirations of the monarchy is
well known, its opposition to Russian foreign policy is less familiar.

The Greek Project, for example, provoked dissent even in the inner circle of
Catherine’s government. As the French ambassador reported in 1786, ‘the Russian
ministers’ loathed the plans of Potemkin. And yet the remarkable 19" century
commercial progress of the newly founded port city of Odessa does speak
pointedly to the breadth of Catherine’s vision. In any event, Catherine was
obviously able to master dissent in foreign policy as she was not able to do in
reform at home. And yet, the social dynamic of protest in foreign policy continued.
It was clearly present in the reign of Tsar Paul, though it may not have been the
chief motivation behind the tragedy of his demise. It was more important, yet still
rarely decisive, in the reign of Alexander.

(http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Catherine the Great.aspx)

Ex.1. Write out the key words from each part.
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Ex.2. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text in writing.
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Lesson 7
Text A

Look at the picture. Whose portrait is it?

Answer the following questions:

1) What was Russia's stage at development by the beginning of Paul's I reign?
2) What principal achievements had been made by the time of his reign?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Alaska [o'leska]

Austria [ 'pstrio]

Egypt ['i:d31pt]
Prussia [ praf9]

Sweden [ 'swi:don]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
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Sovereign [ 'spvrin]
Soldier [ 'sould3o]
Desert [ 'dezot]
Stagnation [steg neifon]
Altar [ '0:1t9]

Neutrality [nju: treeliti]
To liberate [ libo rert]

Alliance [2'latons]

Study the following words and expressions:

Summon, Vv ['SAMan] — BBI3BIBaTh, IPU3BIBATH

Curb, v [k3:b] — caepxuBaTh

Reduce, v [r1'dju:s] — cokpaiars

Pig iron, n [pig ‘aron] — uyryn

Treachery, n ['tretfori] — npenatenbCTBO

Vessel, n ['vesal] — cyano

Undermine, v [ Anda'main] — mogopearb, pa3pyIiuTh

Conspirator, n [kan'spirata] — 3aroBopIuk

Strangle, v ['streengoal] — 3aaymmTs

To decree a law [tu: di'kri: o lo:] — u31aBaTh yKas, HOCTAaHOBJISTh

Hereditary succession [hr'reditort Sok'sefon] — HaciaeaCTBEHHBIH TPUHIHIT
IPaBOMPEEMCTBA

Plot of land [plot pv l&end] — ygacTok 3emim

To grant the right [tu: gra:nt 0i: rait] — mpemoCcTaBIsATH IPABO

Amicable correspondence [ @mikobal kori'spondons| — apyxeckas
nepenucKa

To lay an embargo [tu: le1 a:n em ba:gov ] — HaTOXUTH YMOAPro

To give offence [tu: giv o' fens] — ockopOUTH, HAHOCUTH 00U Y

To offer resistance [tu: 'pfo r1'zistons] — oka3aTh COMPOTUBIICHUE

Ardent admirer ['a:dont od 'marora] — mbLIKHUI, SPBIH CTOPOHHHUK
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Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Paul I: «The Highest Manifesto»

Paul I was born in the Summer Palace in St Petersburg on September 20,
1754. He was the son of the Grand Duchess, later Empress, Catherine Il and Grand
Duke Peter, who would become Emperor Peter IlI.

On the day of Catherine 11's death, the 42-year-old Paul declared himself
Emperor. His coronation in Moscow on April 5, 1797 signaled a break with the
stability of Catherine's reign. Painfully aware that Catherine Il had planned to
bypass him, Paul decreed at his coronation a law of hereditary succession to the
crown in the male line, and afterwards in the female, instead of leaving it to the
caprice of the reigning sovereign.

It was one of the few lasting reforms of Paul's brief reign. On the very day
of his coronation he published a manifesto on serfs and landlords, which was a
starting point for easing serfdom’s rules. Serfs’ forced labour for their landlord on
Sundays was prohibited. For the first time in Russia history, peasants could be
sworn in as witnesses. A special peasantry department was set up, the state peasants
received plots of land, and all peasants were granted the right to appeal court
decisions.

Paul strove to reshape the Russian army in the Prussian fashion, introducing
strict discipline and ridiculous wigs for soldiers. These reforms fed discontent
among officers and ordinary soldiers alike.

Among his first steps was the summoning of all guardsmen to their
regiments, which brought several surprising details to light. Most officers had
actually been in their country estates or villages deserting their regiments, where
they had also enlisted their children, whose ages were often given as 18 when they
were in fact not even 10. The widespread practice of enrolling the nobles’ infants
into the army to provide them with a ‘deserved’ officer rank by the age of 16 — 17

was forbidden.
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The emperor was determined to drag Russia out of the state of economic
stagnation into which it had fallen during the last years of the «Golden Age» of
Catherine I1. Unlike his mother, however, he lacked the ability to choose the right
people. Much progress was nevertheless made. In an attempt to curb inflation, 5
million paper roubles were burnt outside the Winter Palace. The minting of silver
roubles was also ordered.

The Tsar himself sacrificed part of the palace silver for this cause, saying
that he would eat his meals with tin plates and cutlery “until the ruble reaches its
proper conversion rate.” The enormous palace sets of silver were melted down and
turned into coins.

Loaves were sold from special crown storehouses in an attempt to reduce the
cost of bread. The price of salt was lowered and decrees were issued on the
protection of forests and the prevention of fires.

The Russo-American Company was established to start trade with the United
States, which eventually led to Russia's acquisition of Alaska. The Credit Bank lent
large sums of money to the nobility. Russia led the world in the production of pig
iron, smelting 155,000 tons in 1800. A school of medicine was founded in St.
Petersburg.

Paul I dreamed of bringing peace to Europe and restoring thrones and altars
ruined by the French revolution. The struggle against revolution for the “divinely
appointed” monarchial authority was a religious matter for him. However, in
foreign policy he performed an abrupt reversal, plunging the country into the
second coalition against France in 1798, and then into the armed neutrality together
with France against Great Britain in 1801.

In 1798, as a result of a treaty between Russia and Austria, which was
subsidized by Britain, an army of about 50 thousand men, under Field-
Marshal Suvorov, was sent to Austrian Italy. Suvorov hatched an ambitious plan
to single-handedly defeat the French army in northern Italy and to march from there
on to Paris. However, Suvorov's plan was thwarted by the treachery of the

Austrians.
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Meanwhile, Napoleon had returned from Egypt, and became first consul of
France. He immediately liberated 10 thousand Russian prisoners-of-war, and,
presenting them with new uniforms and everything necessary for their long
journey, dispatched them to their own country, together with a friendly epistle to
their sovereign. Being angry at the Austrian and British perfidy, Paul appreciated
this magnanimous act and, from having been the uncompromising opponent of
Napoleon, entered into amicable correspondence with him, and became one of his
ardent admirers.

Joining Napoleon’s Continental Blockade, Paul laid an embargo on all the
British vessels in Russian ports, and induced Sweden, Denmark and Prussia to join
him. This gave great offence to the mercantile classes of Russia, who preferred the
English to the French alliance.

In January 1801, Paul ordered Feodor Orlov-Denisov, of the Cossacks, to
prepare to march on the British colonies in India. It was a move designed to
undermine Britain’s position of power. However, due to Paul's murder two months
later, the planned invasion never took place.

But on the night of the 11/12" March Paul was murdered in his bedroom in
St. Michael Palace by a band of dismissed officers headed by General Bennigsen,
a Hanoverian in the Russian service. They burst into his bedroom after supping
together and, fuelled by alcohol, the conspirators forced Paul to the table, and tried
to compel him to sign his abdication.

Paul offered some resistance. Amid the melee, one of the assassins struck
him with a sword, and he was then strangled and trampled to death.

(https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/paul-

1))

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) Whose son was Paul 1? When was he born?
2) When did his coronation take place?

3) What law was decreed at his coronation and why?
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4) What rights were granted to serfs according to Paul’s manifesto?

5) What army reforms were made?

6) How did Paul I try to curb inflation?

7) What events led to Russia's acquisition of Alaska?

8) What was Paul's political dream?

9) What were the reasons of a treaty between Russia and Austria?

10) How did Paul | become Napoleon's ardent admirer?

11) What caused great offence of the mercantile classes of Russia?

12) How was Paul | murdered?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:

Forced labour

To strive to reshape

To feed discontent

Bring surprising details to light

State of economic stagnation

An abrupt reversal

Single — handed defeat

To appreciate a magnanimous act

To undermine the position of power

To strike smb with a sword

Ex.3. Match the words with their definitions:

duchess someone who secretly plans with other people to do something
bad or illegal
treachery someone in a court of law who says what they have seen and

what they know about a crime

conspirator

an order by a government to stop trade with another country

stagnation

a woman of a very high social rank in some European countries
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embargo

a situation in which a country’s economy is not growing or

succeeding

coalition two or more political powers that have joined together, usually
to oppose another political power

witness when a person deceives someone who trusts them

Ex.4. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if

necessary:
Verb Noun Adjective
forced

prevention
resistance

prohibit

liberate

offence
reduce

Ex.5. Give your own definitions of the following words:

Coronation
Brief reign
Landlord
Regiment
Inflation

Alliance

Uncompromising opponent

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1) IMaBen I w3ganm yka3 o HACIEACTBEHHOM IPAaBOIPEEMCTBE IO MY KCKOM

JJUHUMH.

2) Kax ITaBen I meitascs caepxarb WHQIISIHAIO U CHU3UTH IICHY Ha XJie0?
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Ex.7.

BceM kpecTbsiHam ObLI0 PEOCTABICHO MPABO MOJIYYUTh YYaCTKU 3€MIIH, a
TaKXKe IPUHYAUTEIbHBIA TPYJA KPENOCTHBIX HAa CBOEr0 IIOMEUIMKA II0
BOCKPECEHBSM OBbLT 3aIpPEIIIeH.

Benukoaymnsiiit noctynok Hamoseona 011 onieHeH [1aBinom [ v ol BecTynun
C HUM B JIPY’KECKYIO IIEPENUCKY U CTAJI €r0 NBUJIKUM IOYUTATEIEM.
[IpakThka 3amuChHIBaTh CBOMX MAJOJETHHX JETel B apMHUIO, YTOOBI
NOJIYYUTh JOCTOWHBIM 4YMH K Bo3pacty 16 —17 ner, Obuia IIMPOKO
pacrpOCTpPaHEHBI.

[Touemy IlaBen I Hamoxun sMOapro Ha Bce OpUTAHCKUE CYJla B POCCUUCKUX
noprax?

['pynna yBoJIeHHBIX O(QHUIEPOB BO TIJlaBe ¢ beHHHUIceHOM BoOpBajiach B
cnanbHio [1aBna I, Takum 06pa3oM 3aroBOPIIMKY MBITATUCH 3aCTABUTD LIAPs

IoANMUCaTh OTPECUCHUEC OT IIPECTOJIA.

Make a brief report on one of the following topics:
Army reforms

Economic situation

Foreign policies

Conspiracies against Paul |

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the following questions:

1) Why did Paul | want to restore the throne ruined by the French
revolution?

2) What areas of life did he attempt to change?

Read the text and try to understand its general content:

Rules and changes under Paul |
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The eccentricities of Paul exhibited themselves in the most fantastic manner.
Members of the gentry, including youngsters, were supposed to wear military-style
suits. Those sporting French novelties like tailcoats, round hats, trousers,
neckerchiefs, nice shoes or free hairstyles risked detention, public stripping and
immediate changing into rat-tailed wigs, cocked hats, tight tunics, breeches,
stockings and sturdy brogues. Also among his whims was a passion for painting
the watch-boxes, gates, and bridges throughout the empire with the most strident
colors.

Fiercely opposed to the French Revolution, he banned from his court French
books and fashions. Paul is also often criticized for his decree of 18 April 1800
limiting the import of foreign literature. The use of some foreign words was
forbidden as well. Thus, places for regular socializing came to be euphemized as
'academies', because words like 'club’, 'assembly' and ‘convention’, to say nothing
of ‘citizen' or ‘patriotism’, were frowned upon as incendiary hangovers from
revolutionary France.

Emperor Paul’s love for justice was also seen (in a peculiar way) in the fact
that he granted his subjects direct access to him by placing a famous box outside
the Winter Palace. Its key was in his personal possession and anyone from the
highest dignitaries to the humblest commoner could place requests for direct royal
protection or mercy. The Tsar himself took the requests out of the box every day
and read them.

There was probably no sphere in state affairs which was not influenced by
the industrious emperor. Paul passed an incredible number of new laws — 595 in
1797, 509 in 1798, 330 in 1799, and 469 in 1800. Thus, Paul averaged 42 decrees
of new laws per month, where Catherine Il had averaged only 12.

On a daily basis the emperor was already on his feet before dawn and he
made everyone work according to his example. As one contemporary wrote, “in
the offices, departments and ministries, everywhere in the capital, the candles were

already lit at five o'clock in the morning. All the chandeliers and fireplaces blazed
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in the vice chancellor's mansion opposite the Winter Palace, while the senators sat
round their red table at 8”.

Paul addressed other areas of Russian life, including the bureaucracy. Civil
servants were expected to earn their pay honestly, and corruption at the highest
levels was harshly punished. He would appear anywhere unexpectedly, no matter
how bad or frosty the weather was, and mercilessly fired negligent officers. And
like most Russian monarchs, Paul came down heavily on those who disagreed with
him.

(https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/paul-

i)

Ex.1. Translate into Russian the following words and combinations. Use them
in the sentences of your own.

Fiercely opposed

It a peculiar way

Direct access

State affairs

Be harshly punished

Come down heavily

Ban/ forbid/ prohibit

Ex.2. Write out the key words from each part.

Ex.3. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text orally.
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Lesson 8
Text A

Discuss in pairs what event is shown in the picture.

Answer the following questions:

1) What is the period of Alexander | associated with?
2) Who did Alexander | succeed?

3) What is his main historical achievement?

Study pronunciation of the following proper names:
Baden [ba'den]
Napoleon [na'pauvljon]
Paul [po:1]
Taganrog [to' geenrovg]

Wurttemburg [ 'wartom borg]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Apogee [ 'a&padszi]
Battle [ 'betl]
Chameleon [ko'mi:lion]
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Christianity [ kris.ti'&niti]
General ['dzenral]

Idealist [ar’ drolist]
Manipulate [ ma'nipjulert]
Status [ 'stertas]
Triumphant [trar’ amfont]

Victory ['viktori]

Study the following words and expressions:

Anticipation, n [&n tist peifon] — npeaBKyIICHHE

Grant, v [gra:nt ] — mo>kanaoBath, 1apoBaTh

To institute, v ["nstitju:t | — ycraHaBimBaTh, y4peKaaTh

Obsession, n [ ab’'sefon | — HaBs3uMBas uaes, OJACPIKUMOCTD

Plot, n [plot] — yuacrok 3emiu

Prospect, n ['prospekt] — mepcniekTrBa, miaHsl Ha OyAyIIce

Raise, v [re1z] — BoctiuThIBaTh, pACTUTh

Ravage, v [ 'revid3] — onycromars, pa3opsaTh

Setback, n ['setbaek] — Heynaua

To undermine, v [, Anda'main] — nmoapeIBaTh, pa3pymaTh

To assume the throne [a'sju:m Oroun] — BcTynarh Ha TPOH

To be crowded by [ 'kravdid] — 3aBepmiarbcst ueM-1u60

To be troubled by [ 'trabld] — 6ITE OMpadYeHHBIM YeM-ITHOO

To come under the influence [ kam "ando(r) 'influens] — moamamate mox
BIIMSIHUE

To discourage aspirations [dr'skaridz  aespi'reifon] — mpemsTCTBOBATH
CTPEMIICHUSAM

For the benefit ['benifit] — B yrony, Ha mons3y

To go much too far [gov matf tu: fa:(r)] — 3axoauTh CAUIIKOM AaJIeKO

Preference for smb over smb ['prefrons] — npeanourenue koro-11do Komy-

R195(010)
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To rest on laurels [rest 'loralz] — nmourBath Ha JaBpax

Tacit approval [ taesit o' pru:vl]— MmonmuanuBoe ogo0peHwe

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Alexander I: the great winner

His parents were Paul, son of Catherine the Great and Maria Fyodorovna,
the former Princess of Wurttemberg. At his birth he was taken to be raised by his
Grandmother Catherine the Great. His childhood was troubled by the divisions in
the family. Both sides tried to use him for their own purposes and he was torn
emotionally between his grandmother and his father, the Heir to the throne. This
taught Alexander, very early on, how to manipulate those who loved him and he
came a natural chameleon, changing his views and personality depending on who
he was with at the time.

He was tutored by the Swiss republican philosopher, La Harpe, who was
personally chosen by Catherine to mold Alexander's personally and give him a
broad education. Catherine expected that a liberal education would help Alexander
to reign wisely for the benefit of the country. The young prince became an idealist
in the tradition of the Enlightenment.

Alexander was 17 in 1793 when he married the lovely Elizabeth of Baden,
a pretty princess who was only fourteen years old. They were very happy together
in the first years of their marriage. As a wedding present, Catherine gave Alexander
the Alexander Palace, showing her preference for his grandson over her son, Paul,
by granting Alexander a larger court than his father's. This further poisoned the
atmosphere in the family.

Catherine died on November 6, 1796 and her son Paul assumed the throne.
He quickly instituted a number of new laws to undermine those aspects of his
mother's reign he disagreed with. Paul's actions went much too far, he infuriated

the country and especially the nobility. Aristocratic plots were hatched against
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Paul's life. With the tacit approval of Alexander, the Tsar was murdered at the
Mikhailovski Castle in St. Petersburg during the night of March 11, 1801.

Alexander was crowned Tsar to succeed his father. In his first years on the
Russian throne, Alexander tried to rule in an enlightened way. The country was
very excited at the prospects of Alexander's reign; there were great hopes for the
future of Russia and an anticipation of a more liberal form of government and
increased freedom. Some went so far as to hope for an end to the institution of
serfdom, which sapped the nation of its energy. At first the Tsar did little to
discourage these aspirations. Slowly, for a number of reasons, Alexander turned
away from his childhood dreams and principals. Increasingly he found it easier to
get results by using the power of autocracy. The longer he used this method of
ruling Russia, the more difficult he began for him to return to the principals of good
government and the role of the monarch he had learned in his youth.

The war with Napoleon, which ravaged Russia taking hundreds of thousands
of lives and destroyed some of the Empire's finest cities, took its own, personal toll
on Alexander. He was troubled by the loss of life and the war itself, which he saw
as a not only a battle between nations, but also a spiritual battle between the forces
of good and evil. After many battles and setbacks, the victory of the Allies over
Napoleon was crowned by a triumphal entry of the triumphant generals into Paris.
Alexander rode at their head. He was the apogee of his reign. Instead of resting on
his laurels and enjoying the hero status he enjoyed across Europe, Alexander was
more and more troubled spiritually. While in Western Europe with the Russian
army he sought out and came under the influence spiritual advisors for foreign
countries.

His last years were filled with an obsession with God and Christianity. He
was a troubled and broken man. One fall he and Elizabeth travelled to the south of
Russia. There, on November 19, 1825 in the town of Taganrog he died.

(https://www.alexanderpalace.org/palace/AlexanderPavlovich.php)

Ex.1.Answer the following questions:
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1) How and who was Alexander I raised by?

2) What consequences did it cause?

3) What education was he given?

4) What poisoned atmosphere in the royal family after Alexander’s marriage?

5) Why were a number of new laws instituted soon after Catherine II’s death
in 17967

6) What were Alexander’s initial principals of ruling the country?

7) Why did he turn away from them?

8) What was the apogee of his rule?

9) Whose influence did he come under?

10) When and where did he die?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
Be taken to be raised
Come a natural chameleon
Give broad education
Grant a large court
Rule in an enlightened way
Increasingly
The forces of good and evil
Be crowned by a triumphal entry

Spiritual advisor

Ex.3. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
Hcnonb30BaTh B CBOUX COOCTBEHHBIX LEJIAX
DopMHPOBATH JIMYHOCTH
[IpaBuTh BO O11aro CBOEH CTpaHBbI
VY cTaHOBUTH Psii HOBBIX 3aKOHOB
ITo psany npuynH

[ToOena coro3unkoB Hajx Hamosieonom
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O0agaTe HaBI3YNBOU UAEEH

Ex.4.Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1) The XVIII century philosophy emphasizing reason and individualism rather
than tradition

2) The crime of intentionally killing someone

3) The official home of a king or queen and the people who live them

4) A persistent idea or thought dominating a person’s mind

5) The right to live in the way you want say what you think and make your own
decisions without being controlled by anyone else

6) To control someone or something in a clever way so that they do what you
want them to do

7) The group of people who officially control a country

Ex.5. Give your own definition to the following words:
Tutor
Poison
Ravage
Setback
Army

Education

Ex.6.Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if

necessary:
Verb Noun Adjective
action
disagree
depend
influence
division
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infuriate

Ex.7. Translate from Russian into English:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Oteny Anexkcangpa |, Oyayunm wuMIepaTopoM, yuYpeauia psl 3aKOHOB,
KOTOPbIE OJIPHIBAIIA T€ CTOPOHBI )KU3HH, C KOTOPBIMU OH OBUI HE COTJIACEH
BO BpeMs MPABJICHUS CBOEU MaTEPH.

HekoTropble Ha1eanuch, YTO MHCTUTYT KPEMOCTHOTO MpaBa OyAeT OTMEHEHbI
npu Anekcanape |, Tak oHO CUIIBHO TOpMO3MIIO pa3zButue Poccuu.

Martp AnekcaHzpa A0Jroe€ BpeMsl OTKA3bIBAJIUCh PAa3rOBAPUBATH C CHIHOM,
OHAa TaK ¥ HE CMOIJIa MPOCTUTh €r0 33 CONPUYACTHOCTh K YOUNCTBY OTIIA.
Anoreem npaBneHus Anekcannpa | sBisgerca ero nodena HaJ OrpOMHOMN

apmuen Hamoseona.

Anekcanap | B3omen Ha mpecTos mociie cMepTH cBoero oria B Mapte 1801
roja.
Uem panbliie, TeM TpyaHee CTaHOBWIOCH Asekcanapy | ObITh MOHapXoM,

KOTOPBIN UCTIOBEAOBAII TUOEpATbHBIE B3IJISIIBI.
[TpoexT Cniepanckoro npeanonaran paktTuaeckoe npeodpazopanne Poccuun
B KOHCTUTYIIMOHHYIO MOHApXHIO, TJI€ BJIACTh TOCYyJaps OrpaHUYNIACH

3aKOHOAATCIbHBIM OPraHOM YIIPABJIICHHA.

Ex.8. Speak about the reign of Alexander | using the active vocabulary from the

text.

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the questions:
1) What happened on March 31, 1814?

2) What countries were in the Coalition Army?

3) What were Alexander’s ambitious regarding Paris?
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4) What did Russia manage to do that no foreign army had done in nearly 400

years?

Read the paragraphs and put them into the right order and give the title of the

text:

Russia versus France

a) Napoleon’s brother King Joseph was in charge of defending Paris with
over 60,000 soldiers. Although there were not enough troops to resist the large
coalition army coming towards them, they were falsely reassured that Napoleon
was on his way with reinforcement. A battle escalated, the coalition began their
attack. Fighting continued until Joseph abandoned Paris wishing to surrender.
Alexander was not haunted with the desire to destroy Paris, like the Prussians who
wished to set the city on fire; instead he wanted to bring peace to France rather
than its destruction. "When God made me powerful and gave my armies success,
He wished me to secure the peace of the world. If we can do so without shedding
any more blood we shall be glad, but if not, we shall carry on the fight to the end
...."" Alexander hastened the surrender and signed a treaty offering generous terms
to France. And on March 31, the Russian tsar was presented with the keys to the
French capital, and Alexander along with the Coalition armies entered the city.
Until this time no foreign army had reached Paris in nearly 400 years.

b) Russian and Prussian armies were the driving and decisive force behind
the Coalition. The King of Prussia and Alexander | had a close relationship and
supported each other in the war against Napoleon. Alexander was determined; he
wished to enter Paris just as Napoleon had entered Moscow, on his failed invasion
in Russia in 1813. Alexander promised ‘I shall not make peace as long as Napoleon
1s on the throne’.

c) On March 31, 1814, Emperor Alexander | of Russia at the head of the
Coalition Army triumphantly marched into Paris, forcing Napoleon to abdicate a

few days later.

92


http://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/the-romanov-dynasty/alexander-i/

d) It was a great move by Alexander, who deceived Napoleon. During the
battles on the outskirts of Paris, Alexander directed the main Coalition armies to
march on to Paris; while a Russian general with a huge mass of 10,000 cavalrymen
rode towards Saint Pizier where Napoleon was in battle with the Austrian allies.
Napoleon realized too late that it was a divisionary detachment sent, and not the
main army. By this time Russian and Prussian armies were nearing Paris.

e) The Coalition armies, including Russian, Prussian, and Austrian, entered
France earlier that year and after several battles reached the gates of Paris. By this
time Napoleon’s army was weakened. After 25 years of Napoleonic wars, in some
departments there remained only old men and children, and resources to support
the war were scarce. Previous battles resulted in huge casualties and his nation was
discouraged.

(https://russiapedia.rt.com/on-this-day/march-31/)

Ex. 1. Match the English words with the Russian ones:

to escalate KalUTYJISUUS, TPU3HAHUE
HOPaKEHHSI

destruction TECHBIE OTHOIICHUS
close relationship YCHIINBATHCS

casualties YHHUYTOXKCHHE

surrender noTepu

to abdicate OTpEKAThCS OT MPECTOIa,

CJIO’KUTh TTOJITHOMOYHS

Ex.2. Write out the key words from each part.

Ex.3. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts

- give a title to each part
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- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text in writing.

Ex. 4. Discuss the question in group:

Could Russia avoid involving in the war?
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Lesson 9
Text A

Look at the picture. Discuss in pairs and guess who and what events are

illustrated in the picture. How did you know that?

Answer the following questions:
1) Was Russia ready for the war with Napoleon?

2) What was the turning point of their war?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Austria [ pstrio]
Baltic States [ 'bo:ltik sterts]
Borodino [bora’di:nou]
Mikhail Barclay de Tolly [de 'tpli]
Mikhail Kutuzov [ku'tuzaf]

Napoleon [na'povlion]
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Peter Bagration [ 'pi:ta ba'greifn]
Poland [ 'pavlond]

Prussia [ 'prafo]

Sweden [ 'swi:dn]

Ukraine [jv'krein]

Warsaw [ ' wo:s0:]

Complete the table with the appropriate forms the words given:

Noun Adjective
French
Poland
Prussian
Russia
Britain
Sweden
Austria
European
Ukraine

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Battle, n [beetl]
Coalition, n [kouvo'lifon]
Collapse, n [ko'leeps]
Commander, n [ko 'ma:nda]
Fortification, n [ fo:tift keifon]
Hegemony, n [h1'gemoni]
Maneuver, n [mo nu:vo|]
March, n [ma:tf]
Occupation, n [, pkju perfon]

Unique, adj [ju: ni:k]
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Study the following words and expressions:
To abandon, v [2'ba&ndon] — mokugaTh
To confront, v [kon ' frant] — mpoTUBOCTOSITH
To deprive, v [di 'prarv] — numars
Frontier, n [ frantio] — rpanuma
To harry, v ['heri] — rpabuts, pa3opsTh, OMyCTOIIAThH
To intend, v [In'tend] — HamepeBaTbCs
To perish, v [ 'perif] — moru6ate
Rear, n [r10] — ThUI
Reinforcement, n [ ri:in fo:smont] — noakperuieHue
Retreat, n, v [r1'tri:t] — orcTymieHue, oTcTynarh
Subordinate, n [sa'bo:dinit] — mogunHEHHBIH
Valor, n ['vaels] — oTBara, 1o0ecThb
To withdraw, v [wid'dro:] — yBoaAHTb, OTBOANUTH
Withdrawal, n [wid'dra:al] — orxo/, BBIBO BOMCK
To attack head-on [o'teek "hed'pn] — coBepiuTh HamagecHUE BO BCCOPYIKUU
To fall on [fo:]l pn] — HanagaTh
In droves [1n drovvz] — maccoBo, B MACCOBOM MOPSIIKE
In terms of [in t3:mz] — ¢ Touku 3penus
To launch an assault [lo:ntf an o'so:1t] — Hayats HamaneHuMe
To make peace [meik pi:s] — 3aKJIFOUUTH MUP
Prominent role [ prommont rovl] — Beigaromascst poib

To replenish supplies [r1 plenif *soplarz] — momoaHATE 3amack

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

The Patriotic War of 1812
The French war of 1812 was one of the most decisive conflicts of modern

times. Napoleon crossed the Russian frontier on June 24, 1812, with more than 650
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000 troops, and just a few months later recrossed the frontier, defeated, with less
than one-tenth of that number. Although winter played a role in the deaths of tens
of thousands of French soldiers during the retreat, Russia won the campaign
through a skillful withdrawal and the careful selection of battlefields. Napoleon
contributed to his own disaster by failing to provide adequately for an extended
campaign in terms both of supplies and of reinforcements.

Originally Russia had contemplated an invasion of French-held Poland, but
the Russian commander, Mikhail Barclay de Tolly, quickly changed the plan.
When Napoleon crossed the frontier, Barclay de Tolly intended to have his First
Army withdraw to a fortified camp at Drissa, luring Napoleon's main body behind
it. While Napoleon attacked the camp, Peter Bagration's Second Army was to fall
on the French rear, destroying the invading army. The plan was abandoned and the
retreat began when the Russians realized that Napoleon's force was more than
twice as large as they had believed.

The Russian armies had been drawn up with a considerable gap between
them, and Napoleon drove right through it, intending to keep them separated.
Barclay de Tolly and Bagration naturally wished to link up before they accepted
the battle, but were unable to do so before reaching Smolensk in mid-August.
Facing ever-increasing pressure from Tsar Alexander to fight, Barclay de Tolly
prepared to accept battle supported by Smolensk impressive walls. Napoleon,
however, attempted to envelop the Russian position rather than attack head-on. As
Barclay de Tolly became aware of this movement, he decided once again that
discretion was the better part of valor and withdrew from Smolensk rather than risk
losing his army.

Frustrated by this continued retreating and also by the bickering between
Barclay de Tolly and Bagration, neither of whom was prepared to take orders from
the other, Alexander appointed Mikhail Kutuzov as overall commander of what
was now effectively an army group comprising two armies marching together.
Despite Alexander's continued prodding, Kutuzov continued the retreat. As he

neared Moscow, he recognized that he would have to give battle before abandoning
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Russia's ancient capital, and so he selected the field near Borodino, which he
prepared with field fortifications.

Napoleon, chastened by his experience at Smolensk and desperate for a
decisive battle, refused the advice of his subordinates to envelop the Russian
position at Borodino and on September 7 launched a bloody frontal assault instead.
The Russian army held, and Kutuzov mustered it to continue its retreat that night.
Barely pausing in Moscow, Kutuzov withdrew to the south in order to prevent
Napoleon from marching into the rich fields of Ukraine to replenish his supplies,
and also to protect Russian reinforcements coming from those regions. Napoleon
occupied Moscow on September 14 and remained in the city for more than a month
before abandoning it on October 18. During the French occupation, the city was
destroyed almost completely in an enormous fire, although the exact cause of the
blaze remains unclear and controversial to this day.

Having decided to leave Moscow when Alexander refused to make any
move toward peace, Napoleon tried to march southward but found Kutuzov's army
arrayed against him at Maloyaroslavets. The bloody battle there on October 24-25
forced Napoleon back to the Warsaw-Moscow highway along which he had
originally invaded, and he began the long retreat by the way he had come.

Napoleon's retreating forces suffered horribly. They had eaten most of the
supplies along the road on their inward march, and the Russians had deliberately
pursued a scorched-earth policy to destroy the remaining supplies. The burning of
Moscow had also deprived Napoleon of valuable supplies, and when Kutuzov cut
him off from Ukraine, the fate of the Grande Armée was sealed. All the way back
to the Russian border, peasants, Cossacks, and Russian regular troops harried the
French, who died in droves. The Russians attempted to cut off the French retreat
altogether at the Battle of the Berezina on November 27—-28. Although Napoleon
managed to batter his way through, his casualties were staggering. When the
remnants of the French army struggled across the Russian frontier, one of the most
powerful armies ever assembled to that point in history had been virtually wiped

out.
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It is customary to credit the Russian winter with the destruction of the French
army, but this notion is greatly exaggerated. The most critical events in the
campaign—Napoleon's initial operations, the maneuver at Smolensk, the Battle of
Borodino, the seizure of Moscow, and even the Battle of Maloyaroslavets—were
fought before hard cold and snow set in. The Russian army was forced to confront
the vast French force on its own without climatological aids for four months, and
literally hundreds of thousands of French soldiers perished in that time. The hard
winter that followed merely added to the misery and completed the destruction of
a French force that had already been defeated by Russian arms.

The invasion of Russia set the stage for the collapse of Napoleon's hegemony
in Europe. In the wake of Napoleon's flight, the Prussian auxiliary corps he had
forced to advance into the Baltic States made peace with the Russia on its own
accord and committed Prussia to fight against France. As Russian forces crossed
their own frontier and marched westward, Austria, Britain, and Sweden were
persuaded to join the now-victorious Russian army, and the final coalition against
Napoleon was born. By catalyzing this last great and victorious coalition, the War
of 1812 marked a profound turning point in European history and also in Russian
history. Pursuing the French back to France, Russian troops found themselves in
Paris itself. Alexander committed himself absolutely to a prominent role in the
affairs of the entire European continent. Russian soldiers who had the unique
chance to see the French capital, on the other hand, would ultimately become so
frustrated with Alexander's conservative regime as to stage the Decembrist
Rebellion in 1825. The costs of this greatest of Russian victories were, in every
respect, staggering.

(https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-

transcripts-and-maps/french-war-1812)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) What were war strategies of Michael Barclay de Tolly and Peter Bagration?

2) How were the Russian armies drawn up?

100


https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/french-war-1812
https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/french-war-1812

3) How did Barclay de Tolly and Bagration intend to accept the battle?

4) Why was Mikhail Kutuzov appointed as an overall commander?

5) What military plan was realized by Kutuzov?

6) Why did Napoleon decide to leave Moscow?

7) Why did Napoleon retreating forces suffer horribly?

8) What, according to some historians, helped the Russians to win Napoleon’s
campaign?

9) Which countries were included into coalition against Napoleon?

10) Why did Russian soldiers become frustrated with Alexander’s

conservative regime?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
To accept the battle
Overall commander
Bloody frontal assault
To pursue a scorched — earth policy
The fate was sealed
Auxiliary corp

In every respect

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:
Br16op mosnst 60s
[TocTOSIHHO yBEIMUMBAKOUIEECS JABICHUE
OKpy»XUTb NO3ULIUH
Tounas npuunHa
CHopHBIN U HESACHBIN
[IponoXKNUTH MyTHh CKBO3b
bercrBo Hanosieona

[Topa3uTenbHbIN, OLIEIOMUTEIbHBIN
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Ex.4. Match the words with their definitions:

1. rear to win against someone in a fight or competition

2. confrontation the food, equipment that is needed for a particular activity
3. force extra soldiers, who go to help an existing group of soldiers
4. defeat a group of people organized to work together for a particular

purpose, for example in military service

5. retreat the hindmost part of an army or fleet
6. supplies when a military force moves out of an area
7. withdrawal when soldiers retreat, they move away from the enemy,

especially to avoid fighting

8. reinforcement | a fight or argument

Ex. 5. Complete the table with the appropriate forms of the words given. Use a

dictionary if necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective
invasion
to fortify
impressive
to intend
decisive
seizure
to prevent
to exaggerate

Ex. 6. Give your own definition of the following words:
Frontier
Support
Order
Subordinate
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To harry
To struggle

Ex. 7. Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in their correct form.

Translate the sentences into Russian:

confrontation  supply  invasion retreat  withdraw

defense defeat troops defensive

1) Virtually all of continental Europe was under Napoleon’s control and
of Russia was an attempt to force Tsar Alexander I to submit
once again to the terms of a treaty that Napoleon had imposed upon him four
years earlier.
2) The Russians, under Marshal Kutuzov, could not realistically hope
Napoleon in a direct
3) Instead, the Russians began a campaign of strategic :
devastating the land as they fell back and harassing the flanks of the French.
4) As the summer wore on, Napoleon’ massive lines were stretched
ever thinner and his force began to decline.
5) Kutuzov realized that any further of the city would be senseless
and he his , prompting the citizens of Moscow to

begin a massive and panicked exodus.

Ex. 8. Translate from Russian into English:

1) Heckosbko MecsIIeB CITyCTs MMociie BTOpKeHusi HarosieoHa Ha poOCCHHCKYTO
TEPPUTOPUIO OH ObLT BBIHYXIEH OTCTYNHTh, M €ro apMmus IMOHeca
OIIECJIOMJISIFOIIUE TTOTEPH.

2) bapknait ne Tomp HamepeBajCsi OTBECTH BOMCKAa IEpBOH apMHH B
YKPEIUIEHHBIN Jlarepb, B TO BpeMs Kak BTopas apmus barpatroHa nomxHa

OblIa HamacTh Ha (PpaHIy3CKHUE BOMCKA C ThUIA.
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3) HecMOoTpss Ha TIOCTOSHHO YBEJIMYHMBAIOILICECS JaBICHUE CO CTOPOHBI
Anekcanppa |, KyTy30B mpoaomxuia oTcTynarh.

4) HamoneoH Jaji pelarolero CpakeHusl U He MOCIEeIOBAl COBETY CBOMX
NOJTYMHEHHBIX OKPY>KUTh POCCUNCKHE MTO3ULINH.

5) Ecnu Ob1 (paniry3ckas apMmusi TOMOJHWIIA CBOM 3amachkl HA YKpawHE U
NOJIy4HJia Obl MOAKPEIUIEHUE, UTOT BOWHBI MOT ObI OBITh IPYTHM.

6) Bo Bpems (panIiy3ckoil okkymanmuu MocCKBa ObUTa TOYTH TOJHOCTBHIO
pa3pyllieHa OTHEM, HO TOYHAsl IPUYMHA 3TOT0 MOXKapa OCTAETCS HESICHOM 10

CCroaAHAIIHETO JHA.

EX. 9. Make a brief report on the topic “Patriotic War of 1812”. Note to mention
your point of view on this subject matter (use the phrases below):

In my opinion, ...

To my mind, ...

I have no doubt that ...

My own felling on the subject is that ...

| am of the opinion that ...

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the questions:
1) What were the consequences of the Battle of Borodino for Napoleon?

2) How did the Patriotic War 1812 change political situation in the world?

Read the text and try to understand its general content.

The Battle of Borodino
The famous Borodino battle took place 07 September 1812. Borodino battle
or the battle on the Moscow River as the French call it took place near Borodino

village on August 26 (September 7), 1812. The commander of Russian army was
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M. I. Kutuzov and of the French one — Napoleon Bonaparte. Kutuzov had at his
disposal 120 thousand men and about 640 units of gun. Napoleon disposed of 135
thousand men and 587 guns.

From the moment that French army invaded the territory of Russian Empire
in June of 1812 the Russian army had constantly retreated. The rapid progress and
numerical superiority of Frenchmen prevented the general commander of the
Russian army M.B. Barclay de Tolly from preparing the troops for the battle. The
prolonged retreat had provoked social displeasure. The army and the people longed
for the decisive battle and demanded that M.l. Kutuzov was appointed the general
commander. On August 8 (20), 1812 yielding to the demands of society Alexander
| nominated Kutuzov the general commander.

Kutuzov arrived to the headquarters on August 17 (29) and immediately
started to search a convenient position for the decisive battle. Finally, he chose the
place near Borodino village, 120 km away from Moscow.

Early morning of August 26 (September 7) Napoleon began the battle
attacking the left flank of the Russian army and its center. The decisive struggle
started for Bagration’s fleches and for Raevsky battery that the Frenchmen
managed to win at the cost of great losses. The battle lasted all day and by evening
the French troops drew off without having solved its essential problem — to defeat
and destroy the Russian army.

If Napoleon aspired to win making one blow in the decisive battle, Kutuzov
chose another strategy. It implied the whole system of separate battle and
maneuvers as well as an active defense followed by a counteroffensive.
Withdrawing the army far inland Kutuzov was preparing the necessary conditions
for the future aggressive offensive war.

Borodino battle was first of all strategically reasonable. It meant to ruin the
plan of Napoleon to win in just one decisive battle, to slow further progress of
Napoleon’s army toward Moscow and to lay a solid foundation of the future victory

over the enemy.
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In this battle Napoleon’s army lost over 50 thousand men killed or wounded.
The losses of the Russian army reached 44 thousand people.

Later, in exile, the defeated French emperor admitted that of 50 battles he had
held “in the battle near Moscow the greatest valor was displayed and the least
success achieved. The Frenchmen showed themselves deserving a victory, and the
Russians merited the right to be invincible”.

(https://www.prlib.ru/en/history/619518)

Ex. 1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions in bold
type.

Ex. 2. Match the English words and expressions with the Russians ones:

At smb’s disposal B ccouike

Numerical superiority Hasznauamo

In exile Jobnecms

Nominate B uvem-nubo pacnopsicenuu
The headquarter Lenoii oepomnvix nomepo

At the cost of great losses Yucnennoe npesocxoocmeo
Wounded Llmab

Valour Panenviii

Ex.3. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text orally.

Ex. 4. Make a presentation on Battle of Borodino using all necessary vocabulary

from exercises 1 — 2 and your own knowledge of this theme.
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Lesson 10
Text A

Look at the picture. Do you know these people? What can you tell about them?
What are they famous for?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper words:
Asian [e1/n]
Baltic ['bo:1tik]
Jew [d3u:]
Nicholas [ 'nikoalas]
Pole [pavl]
Siberia [sa1 braria]
St. Petersburg [semt p1:tazba:g]

Warsaw [ 'wa:so:]

Complete the table with the nouns and adjectives:
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Noun Adjective
French
Russia
Asian
Siberia
German
Jew
Finnish

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Autocracy [2: tokrasi]
Russifying [ 'rasifamn]
Bureaucrat [ 'bjuarokrat]
Ethnicity [e0'nisrt1]
Slavophile ['sleevofarl]

Autonomy [o: tbnomi]

Study the following words and expressions:
Abolition, n [ &ba’lifon] — ormena
Affectt, v [o'fekt] — 3aTparuBarh, BO31€HCTBOBATh, BIHSIThH
Apply, v [a'plar] — npuMeHATH, OBITH PUEMIIEMBIM
Ascribe, v [o'skraib] — nmpunuceiBaTh, MpunUcaTh, HA3HAYUTH
Consider, v [kon'sido] — paccmatpuBarh, yI9UTHIBATh, MTOJIAraTh, CYNTATH
Emphasize, v ['emfa saiz] — BeiaensaTh, Ho149epKUBaTh
Encourage, v [1n karid3] — noomipsite, yoexxaaTh, NOAACPKUBAThH
Envision, v [in'vi3en] — npeaBuaeTh, pacCUNTHIBATD, IPEIyCMATPUBATh
Establish [1'steblif] —ocHOBBIBaTh, yupex1arh, CO3/1aBaTh, yCTAHABIMBATh
Ethnicity, n [e0 nisiti] — HAlMOHANBHOCTH, ITHUYECKASI TPy

Hierarchy, n [ haie ra:ki] — uepapxus, cTpykTypa noA4MHEHHOCTH
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Highest official [ 'hanst o' fifal] — BbICIINI YMHOBHHUK, BBICIIIEE JOHKHOCTHOE

JIUTIO

Ignorant, adj ['ignoront] —  HeBeXeCTBEHHBIH, OE3rPaMOTHBINH,
HeoOpa30BaHHBIM

To live at a low level ['hv ot o lov lovol] — kwuTh pu HU3KOM ypOBHE
(IIMBUITH3AIIHHN )

Notoriously, adj [nov 'to:rraslh] — u3BecTHO, OOIIIEH3BECTHO

Tripartite, adj [trar' pa:tait] — TpoiicTBeHHBI#

Read and translate the text using the dictionary if necessary:

Nicholas I: the unexpected heir

Tsar Nicholas I (r. 1825-55) is perhaps best known for the tripartite formula
‘Orthodoxy, Autocracy, Nationality’ thought up by his minister of education,
Sergei Uvarov. This formula is frequently cited as evidence for strong nationalist
and Russifying tendencies under Nicholas. Certainly, Nicholas emphasized the
importance of Russian culture (and the Orthodox religion) in the empire; for
instance, he demanded that his bureaucrats write their reports in Russian and not,
as had often previously been the case, in French. For many of the highest officials,
this order must have been very difficult indeed to fulfill. It was also during
Nicholas’s reign that the term “inorodtsy” (aliens) came to be applied to many of
the empire’s Asian subjects. The actual law establishing the inorodets category was
part of Mikhail Speranskii’s Siberian Reforms of 1822. As originally defined, the
inorodtsy were non-Christian peoples living in Siberia, considered by the Russian
government as living at a low level of civilization. Typically for the Russian
Empire, however, ethnicity and language played absolutely no role in determining
whether one belonged to this legal category. By the later nineteenth century,
however, in popular—and to some extent official — usage the term inorodets took
on the connotation of ‘non-Russian’ and was even used to describe Christians such

as Poles. It would be a mistake, however, to ascribe overtly Russifying motives to
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Nicholas | — he was far too conservative a man for that. Rather, Nicholas aimed
above all things at maintaining order and existing hierarchies. Finland’s autonomy,
for example, was not touched. And when the Slavophile luriy Samarin dared to
criticize imperial policy in the Baltic provinces as too favourable towards the Baltic
German nobility in 1849, Nicholas | had him removed from his position and locked
up (albeit briefly) in the Peter and Paul Fortress in St Petersburg. In a personal
conversation with Samarin, Nicholas made clear to the young idealist (and Russian
nationalist) that real threats to Romanov rule came not from the loyal Baltic
Germans but from the ignorant Russian masses.

In one instance, however, Nicholas did adopt a more activist policy towards
non-Russians. His reign witnessed serious measures aimed at breaking down
Jewish corporate structures. Under Nicholas, Jews were subjected to the military
draft. More notoriously yet, under-age Jewish boys were drafted into so-called
‘cantonist’ units. At the same time, Nicholas’s minister of education, Uvarov,
elicited the help of the enlightened Jewish educator, Dr Max Lilienthal, to set up
state Jewish schools. Though government-sponsored ‘rabbinical institutes’ were
established in Wilno, Zhitomir and Warsaw, they ultimately failed to create the
desired ‘enlightened Jewish community’ envisioned by reformers. Another project
aimed at increasing Jewish ‘productiveness’ was a programme to encourage Jews
to take up farming, in particular in the sparsely populated region north of the Black
Sea. Once again, the policy had at best limited effects. A more important change
was Nicholas’s abolition of the Jewish kahal (autonomous community) in 1844.
Nonetheless, in matters of family life and religious practices, Russia’s Jewish
communities were only marginally affected by government policy even at the end
of Nicholas’s reign.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689 — 1917, vol. 2,
p34. Edited by Dominic Lieven. London School of Economics and Political

Science)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:
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1) What is Nicholas I best known for?

2) Why was Nichols’s order very difficult to fulfill for the highest officials?
3) What does the term “inorodets” mean? What connotation did it have?

4) Why did Nicholas I remove lurii Samarin from his position?

5) What was Nicholas’s policy towards non-Russians?

6) How did Jews’ life change under Nicholas’s reign? What was positive and

negative?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these words and expressions:
Nicholas’s reign
Connotation
Conservative
Rabbinical Institutes
Orthodox religion
Legal category
Imperial policy

Autonomous community

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:
CamonepxaBue
Hacrosimas yrposa
besrpamoTHBIE MacChl
MasonaceneHHbli peTHOH
BricokomnocTaBiieHHbI YUHOBHUK
CymecTByromas uepapxus
[Tonnep:xuBaemMblii NPaBUTEIHCTBOM

Penurnosnsie IMIPaKTUKH

Ex. 4. Match the words with their definitions:
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1. autocracy when changes are made to improve a system,

organization, or law, or a change that is made

2. a bureaucrat people of high social position who have titles

3. an empire the freedom for a country, a region or an organization to

govern itself independently

4. a reform an official working in an organization or a government
department, especially one who follows the rules of the

department too strictly

5. nobility a group of countries that  isruled by  one person or
government

6. a province a group of people who share the same religion, race, job,
etc.

7. a community one of the areas that some countries are divided into with

its own local government

8. autonomy a system of government of a country in which one person

has complete power

Ex.5. Translate from Russian into English:

1) JlokTpuHa, BKJIFOYAIOIIAS TpHU HaIlpaBJICHUS: «IIpaBocnaBue
CamopepsxaBue HapomgHocTh» ObUT COYMHEH MHUHHUCTPOM OOpa30BaHMS
CepreeM YBapOBbIM.

2) Huxomaii | momuepkuBall 3HAYUMOCTh PycCKOW KyJbTYPBI, TaKiKe KaK M
[IpaBociaBHOW pEJIUTUM.

3) Jlns Poccuiickoit uMmepuu, Kak MpaBUiIo, STHUYECKAs MPUHAIICKHOCTh U
S3BIK HE UTpaId aOCOTIOTHO HUKAKOM POJIU B OMPEACIICHUH, TIPUHAIIEKAIT
JIV YEJIOBEK K 3TOM IOPUANYECKON KATErOPUH.

4) TepMHH WHOPOJCI HMMEJ KOHHOTAIIUIO KAaK HEPYCCKUU S3BIK M JaXe

MNPHUMCHSJICA ITPHU OIMMMCAHUN XPUCTHAHHWHA, TAKOTO KaK ITOJISIK.
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5) Hukomaii [ orctpanmi ot noypkHOCTH ciiaBsHoduiaa KOpuit CamapuH, Kormna
TOT OCMENIUJICS KPUTHKOBATh HMMIIEPCKYIO TOJUTUKY B MPUOAITUNCKUX
ryOepHHUsIX.

6) Hukouaii | 1 MUHHCTp HApPOJHOTO MPOCBEIICHUS YBapoB, OOPATUIIHChH 3a
MIOMOIIBID K €BPEUCKOMY MPOCBETUTENIO, NOKTOPY Makcy Jlunumenranto,
CO3/aTh IOCY/IAPCTBEHHBIE €BPEICKHE IIKOJIBI.

7) B Bompocax CeMEHHON J>KM3HM WM PEIUTHO3HON TNPAKTUKU TIOJTHTHKA

MMpaBUTCIIbCTBA JIMIb HC3HAYUTCIIBHO ITOBJIMAJIA HA eBpeﬁCKHG O6H_[I/IHBI.

EXx.6. Discuss with your partner positive and negative sides of the Nicholas’s 1

reforms.

Text B

Before you read the text answer the following questions:
1) What was women’s social status in the middle of the 19" century?
2) What was female typical education of that period?

3) Can you name any famous women of that time?

Read the given text without a dictionary and find out the following information:
1) Women’s subordinate social status
2) Women’s social role

3) Women’s marvelous gifts

Women's rights
Women’s subordinate social status became a burning issue in the middle of
the nineteenth century, as educated Russians began to subject every traditional
institution to re-evaluation, the patriarchal family included. In the opinion of those
on the left of Russia’s emergent political spectrum, authoritarian family relations

reproduced and reinforced the social and political hierarchy.
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Was women’s primary responsibility to devote themselves to the family and
to appropriate mothering of future citizens? Or did the broader society need
women’s energies, too? As substantial numbers of women and men sought to
answer these questions for themselves and others, the ‘woman question’ emerged
as one of the central issues of the day.

The debate unfolded in 1856, when Nikolai Pirogov (1810-81), the surgeon
and educator, published an essay entitled ‘Questions of Life’ that posed explicitly
the question of women’s social role. Pirogov had just returned from the Crimean
War (1854-1856), where he had supervised some one hundred and sixty women
who had volunteered as nurses. The women had served without pay and working
right at the front, faced many of the same dangers and hardships as soldiers. To
Pirogov, the women’s exemplary work demonstrated that ‘up to now, we have
completely ignored the marvelous gifts of our women’. To his mind, those gifts
were mainly applicable in the family. To prepare women better to perform the role
of mother to future male citizens and true companion to their husbands, capable of
sharing fully in men’s concerns and struggles, Pirogov advocated improvements
in women’s education.

(The Cambridge History of Russia: Volume 2, p 313, Imperial Russia, 1689
~1917)

Ex.1. Use the context of the text to work out the meaning of these word
expressions:

Subordinate status

To subject traditional institutions to re-evaluation

Authoritarian family relations

Primary responsibility

Face many hardships

To appropriate mothering

To share concern
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Ex.2.

Ex.3.

Write out the key words from each part.

Do the following tasks based on the text B:

- divide the text into logical parts

- give a title to each part

- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text in writing.
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Lesson 11
Text A

What state paper can you in the picture. What does it declare?

BCEPOCCLHCKII.

P i i i it IAPh i
S22 1APS acreaxanessi AP nexsceicLAPh cosnecrnin, IAPh
xercomexpwenagciaro JAAP revsmucstis TOCYLAPD xopcki
wBEAMKIKIA3D o ene ki 1T OBCKTILBOBINCKIR, HOAGTRCKIR
wermammackni RLh 50 TARILCRIL AHEIARACKTLEY EAARACKTH X
COMREAIBCRILCAYOrHT CKIILFB10CT ORCRIL KOPEAS CKIKCTREP ORI 10TOPCKIR,
woncstipsressamrasnmi TOCAPD s BETHRI ERA3H

PAMNCEIL

wncancssrmtcrrssd NOBEARTE AL i TOCYAAPD woeecran, ¢
KAPTABNCERA § KARAPASCRI SEMLIR  O5.11 CTH APYENCRUT:

EPRACCRYB
roeosarwnesci ok i [OCYPhxOBIALA llm. Al
ATTPIT ;

HOMEYPICKL R IPOL R IPOAL KR0S, 7.1 /o n v B G

Answer the following questions:
1) Who did Alexander Il gain the throne after?
2) How long was the period of his reign?
3) What was it marked by?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Alexander [alig’ zaeendos]
Bessarabia [besa'rerbio]

Nicholas [nikalos]

Guess the meaning of the following words:

Audience ['o:d1ons]

Consensus [kon'senses]
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Initiator [1'nifterts]
Military [ 'milit(a)ri]
Opponent [o'pavnant]
Prestige [pre'sti:(d)3]
Public ['pablik]
Realization [rrolar ze1fn]

Reform [r1'fo:m]

Study the following words and expressions:
Autocratic, adj [o:to'kratik] — camoaep kaBHBIN
Censorship, adj ['sensafip] — meHsypa
Counter-reform, n [ 'kavnts - r1'fo:m] — npoTuBOpeunBBIe peHOPMBI
Crucial, adj [ 'kru:J(9)l] — x1r09eBOM, peHIArOIIHIA
Defeat, n [dr'fi:t] — mopaxenue
Designate, v ['dezignert] — 0603Ha4aTh, ONpeaEIATh
Fate, n [fert] — yuacTs
Induce, v [in'dju:s] — CKIOHATH, TOOYKIAAThH
Judicial, adj [d3u: dif(o)l] — cynecOHbIi
Span, v [sp&n] — oxBaThIBaTh
Surrender, n [sa'rends] — craya, KanKUTyJISAIKS
Abolition of serfdom [aba'l1f(a)n pv 's3:fdom] — oTMeHa KpenmocTHOrO paB
To acquire a topicality [o'kwara topr keelit] — mprobpeTaTh aKTyaaIbHOCTh
To ascend to the throne [o'send tu: 0i: Oroun] — B30¥TH Ha TPOH
Corporal punishment [ 'ko:p(o)r(a)l ‘panifm(o)nt] — TenecHoe HaKa3zaHUE
To deprive smb of smth [dr'prarv pv] — nmumare koro-nmubo, 4ero-i1oo
To evoke serious doubts/disagreements [1' vouk 's1orres daot/ dise'gri:mant]
— BBI3BIBATh CEPHE3HBIE COMHEHUS, PA3HOTIIACHUS
To expose the extent [1k'spovz di: 1k stent] — ckpbIBaTh pazmep
Turning point ['to:niy point] — MOBOPOTHBIN MYHKT, IIEPEIIOM

Victorious advance [vik 'to:rras ad'va:ns] — moGe0HOCHOE HACTYILJICHHE
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Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Alexander I1: the liberator

The abolition of serfdom in 1861, under Alexander I, and the reforms which
followed (local government reforms, the judicial reform, the abolition of corporal
punishment, the reform of the military, public education, censorship and others),
were a “watershed”, “a turning point” in the history of Russia. This is the verdict
of the reformers themselves and their opponents, people who lived at the time in
Russia as well as beyond its borders, and many researches. This theme remains
crucial for historians. But in particular periods such as during the 1905 Revolution
or Gorbachev’s perestroika, interest in the history of Alexander II’s reforms has
acquired a particular topicality and political colouring. At such times instead of the
already established term “the Great Reforms”, new terminology emerges
particularly in the academic literature for wider audiences such as “revolution from
above”, “a revolutionary break with the past” and “coup d’etat’.

However, mainstream scholarship still accepts the more subtle tern “the
Great Reforms”. If the question of the suitability of the term for designating this
epoch is unlikely to evoke serious doubts and disagreements, that is not true of the
issues raised in the title of this text as well as others (including the personal role of
Alexander Il in the realization of the reforms, the interconnection among them,
their subsequent fate), on which there is no consensus in the academic literature. It
Is sufficient to refer to contemporary Western and Russian research whose authors
consider the boundary between ‘“the pre-reforms” of Nicholas I, “the Great
Reforms” of Alexander II and the “counter-reforms” of Alexander III relative and
even artificial. They present the whole process of reforms as an unbroken
continuum spanning the entire nineteenth century. This approach contradicts the
other, more traditional one, which views the epoch of the Great Reforms as
delimited on the one side by the failure of the Nicholas system with the conclusion

of the unsuccessful Crimean War and on the other by the tragic end of the Tsar-

118



Liberator on 1 March 1881. There is no doubt that this subject demands further
attention and additional research.

Emperor Alexander Il himself was the initiator of the transformations in
Russia. The question as to what induced the autocratic monarchy to abolish
serfdom, which had been its foundation-stone for centuries, has been sufficiently
elucidated in the literature. The defeat in the Crimean War (1853 — 1856), which
interrupted the one-and-a-half-century-long victorious advance to the Black Sea
and was incurred on home territory; the surrender of Sebastopol; the conditions of
the Peace of Paris of 18 (30) March 1856, which deprived Russia’s of its fleet and
naval bases on the Black Sea and parts of Bessarabia and shed doubt on Russia’s
prestige as a great power: all these things exposed the extent to which Russia was
lagging behind other European countries.

The former system had out lived its time — this was the judgment of one of
the former apologists of this system, the historian M.P. Pogodin, Alexander 11, who
ascended to the throne on 19 February 1855 inherited a difficult legacy.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689 — 1917, vol. 2.

Edited by Dominic Lieven. London School of Economics and Political Science)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) What reforms were made by the end of the XIX century?
2) What is the emergence of new terminology connected with?
3) Is there any common and conventional point of view about Alexander’s
reforms in the academic literature?
4) What are the three levels of reforms? Who were they made by?
5) What is another approach to the reforms?
6) Who was the initiator of the abolition of serfdom?
7) What historical events caused the lag of Russia from other European

countries?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
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Abolition of corporal punishment

To acquire a particular topicality and political adoring

Mainstream scholarship

Subsequent fate

Contemporary research

To span the entire century

To out-live the time

To inherit a difficult legacy

Shed doubt

Naval bases

Foundation stone

To demand further attention

Ex.3. Match the words with their definitions:

1. serfdom

a change in the way a country is governed usually to a

different political system and often using violence or war

2. a conclusion

one who liberates, a deliverer

3. afleet a situation that was caused by something from an earlier
time

4. revolution the state of being a serf or the system by which the serfs
worked on the land

5. legacy when all the people in a group agree about something

6. a border a group of ships or all of the ships in a country’s navy

7. a liberator the line that separates two countries or states

8. consensus the final part of something

Ex.4. Complete the table with the appropriate forms of the words given. Use a

dictionary if necessary:
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Verb Noun Adjective
abolition
govern
inherit
suitability
contradict
interconnection
additional
failure

Ex.5. Give your own definition of the following words:

Turning point
Autocratic monarchy
Conclusion of the war
A boundary

A reform

Continuum

An opponent

Ex.6.Translate from Russian into English:

1) Dnoxa npasienus Anekcanapa |l BeI3bIBacT cepbe3HbIe pa3HOTIACHS CPEIU

HUCTOPUKOB.

2) B KOHEYHOM HWTOre CaMoOJep)KaBHAs MOHApXHs OTMEHHIIA KPEMOCTHOE

IIpaBO, KOTOPOC ABJIAIIOCH KPAaCYI'OJIbHBIM KAMHCM B TCYUCHHC BCKOB.

3) IloGenoHOCHOE HACTYILICHHE

nopaxxenueM B KpeIMCKOW BOMHE.

4) Kakum obpazom Poccus Obuia jumieHa cBoero ¢uiota U MOpPCKuX 0a3 Ha

Yepuom mope?

5) B XIX Beke ObLIM OTMEHEHBI KPEIIOCTHOE MPABO M TEJICCHBIC HaKa3aHUs, a

Ha YepHoM wmope

ObUIO  TIPEpPBAHO

TaK)Xe MPOMU301LIa pepopMa Cy1eOHON U BOCHHON CUCTEM.
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6) Pedopmbr Anekcanapa |l mpuoGperaroT onpeseieHHY0 aKTyaabHOCTh H
MOJINTUYECKYI0 OKpPacKy B aKaJeMHYECKOW JHUTeparype B TEPHO/

PEBOJIFOLIMU U TIEPECTPONKH.

Ex. 7. Make a brief report on one of the following topics:
- Abolition of serfdom
- Judicial reform
- Abolition of corporal punishment

- Reform of the military

Text B

Read the following article and find the answers to the questions:
1) What made Alexander 11 abolish the serfdom?
2) What was contained in the Emancipation Manifesto?
3) What consequences did it cause?

4) Why is Alexander Il often remembered as a reforming Tsar?

Abolition of serfdom
Tsar Alexander Il inherited the Russian throne in 1855, as the Crimean War
seemed at its most hopeless. It is clear that Russia’s humiliation affected his reign,
leading to a host of significant policies designed to modernize the country.

(1) Pressure from the serfs, as well as Russia’s civil

society, and even landowners themselves, added to the weight on the Tsar to take
action.

In reality, Alexander Il actually asked the Russian nobility to decide on the
changes needed to destroy serfdom. After a number of committees were held,
Alexander eventually published the Emancipation Manifesto on March 3rd, 1861.
The Manifesto was made into law within a few days, and all serfs were given the

right to become free citizens, to marry who they wanted and to purchase land.
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In order to buy the land on which they lived, serfs were forced to take
government loans. These loans, which had 100% interest and needed to be repaid
over 49 years, not only put tremendous strain on the serfs of 1861, but also their
children who inherited the land and the debt. (2) In the
short term, the emancipation of the serfs, combined with other modernizing
reforms initiated by the Tsar, had the desired impact. Between 1860 and 1900 the

Russian economy grew at an average of 4.6% per year. There was also a dramatic
rise in commercial farming, which significantly changed the structure of Russian
rural society.

Alongside the desire to modernize Russia, it seems the decision to
emancipate the serfs was also driven by an urge to prevent social unrest.

(3) The Emancipation seemed like a grand gesture

designed to appease the serfs that made up a third of the country’s population. The
reform also saw a strict system of local government installed in Russia, replacing
the rule of the landowner with that of a local authority.

4) It is clear that his rule saw drastic change in

Russian society, but this seemed to be motivated by the need to make Russia
competitive on the international stage, rather than a desire for equality or
democratization. Perhaps the biggest measure of the Tsar’s reformist reputation
concerns his death. On March 2nd 1881 he was assassinated by members of the
People’s Will, a revolutionary terrorist organization. Alexander was responsible
for one of the most monumental changes in Russian History, yet failed to do
enough to truly quench the desire for progress.

(http///www.newhistorian.com)

These sentences have been removed from the text. Choose one of the sentences
a — d which best fits each gap 1 — 4.
a. In the years between 1826 and 1854 there had been over 700 peasant

uprisings in Russia.
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b. Alexander Il is often remembered as a reforming Tsar, a comparatively
liberal member of a notoriously conservative dynasty.

c. Serfdom was held up as the cause of a host of Russia’s problems, from its
military failure, to famines, slow industrialization and civil disorder.

d. The serfs had gained significant freedom, but their impoverished position

as the “dark masses” of Russian society remained.
Ex.1. Write out the key words from each paragraph.

Ex.2. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text orally.
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Lesson 12
Text A

Discuss. What event is illustrated in the picture? How did you know? Prove your
ideas.

Answer the following questions:
1) What circumstances did Alexander gain the throne under?
2) What was Russian’s political condition by the beginning of his reign?

3) What is the Alexander III’s ruling associated with?

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Autocrat ['o:tokreet]
Assassination [9 sa&sI neifn]
Countrymen [ kantrimon]
Industrialization [ dastrioli zeifon]
Liberator [ 'libarerta(r)]
Patriotic [ patr1 ptik]
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Despot [ 'despnot]

Study the following words and expressions:
Accession, n [ak'sefon] — mpuxox k BIacTH
Accomplishment, n [o'komplifmant] — nocTwkenne, ymeHne
Assassination [o,S&est nerfn] — TeppoprUCTUIECKUH aKT, TOKYIIICHHE
Brutish, adj [ 'bru:tif] — rpyOsbrIii, TiTymbIi, KeCTOKHIA
Carriage, n [ 'keerid3] — kapera, Baros
Cling, v [Khn] — mnemisitbes, AepKaThs
Dissenttt, n [di'sent] — unakombIcHE
Embodyment, n [1m'bodimant] — Bomnomenue
Epitome, n [1'pitomi1] — iy4muii mpuMep, BOILUIOIICHHE
Faith, n [fe10] — Bepa, penurus
Fiercely, adj ['fiosli] — OyiiHbIi, rops4mii, HEHCTOBBIH
Forceful, adj [ 'fo:sful] — BoneBoii, cribHBINM, ¢ HAITOPOM
Formidable, adj ['fo:midabal] — rpo3usrii
Illiterate, adj [1'litorit] — HerpamoTHbIit
Inherit, v [In"herit] — ynacaenosath
Instill, v [in'stil] — BHyImIaTh, IpHUBUBATH
Require, v [r1'kwaia] — TpeboBaTh, HY)I1aThCsI
Tighten, v [ 'tarton] — ycunuBath
Tutor, n ['tju:to] — mpenoxaBareb, TOMANTHUN YIUTEITH
At an alarming rate [ot on o'la:mm reit] — ¢ myraromieit ckopocThro
At the expense of [ot 01 1k spens] — meHol, 3a c4eT, B ymiepo
On the eve of [on O1 1V DV]— HakaHyHE
To be greatly influenced by [bi: grertli' infloonst bair]— naxomuthcs non
CUJIbHBIM BIIUSTHUEM YEr0/KOro-1uoo
To be entrusted with [br: mn'trastod wid]— qoBepuThcs, Bo3nararbcs

To one’s credit [to wanz kredit] — k ubeit-nmu0o yecTu
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Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Alexander I11: the peacemaker

Considered Russia's last true autocrat, Alexander 111 was the epitome of what
a Russian Emperor was supposed to be. Forceful, formidable, fiercely patriotic,
and at 6' 4" towered over his fellow countrymen. He was the embodiment of the
fabled Russian bear. He came to power at a critical point in Imperial Russian
history. The Industrial Revolution had finally come to Russia and capitalism was
taking root. Foreign investment within the country was at an all-time high. His
Father, Alexander Il was within hours of granting the country its first constitution.
Ironically, Alexander I11 was not born heir to the Russian throne.

Born in St Petersburg on February 26, 1845 (old style), he was the second
son of Alexander Il, the "Tsar Liberator" who had freed the serfs. His older brother
and heir to the throne, Nicholas, died in 1865. The young Grand Duke was greatly
influenced by his tutor Constantine Petrovich Pobedonostsev who instilled into
him conservative fundamentals of autocracy, Orthodoxy and nationalism that were
required to govern the Russian Empire.

With the death of his brother, Alexander inherited more than just the title of
Tsarevich. In October 1866 Alexander married the Danish Princess Dagmar. After
her conversion to Orthodoxy, she took the name of Marie Fedorovna. Together,
Alexander Il and Empress Marie had five children.

The reign of Alexander 11l began in tragedy. On March 1, 1881, on the eve
of the signing into law Russia's first constitution, two assassins threw bombs at the
Tsar's carriage in St. Petersburg. Alexander Il was mortally wounded and died
shortly thereafter. As a result of the assassination, Alexander I11 would not consider
granting the constitution. He tightened censorship of the press and sent thousands
of revolutionaries to Siberia. In his Accession Manifesto, he declared his intention
to have "full faith in the justice and strength of the autocracy" that he had been

entrusted with. Any liberal proposals in government were quickly dismissed.
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Alexander was determined to strengthen autocratic rule as a God given right. His
reign is often referred to as the Age of Counter Reform.

He was not educated or prepared in his youth to be Emperor. But what he
lacked in style he more than made up for in his conviction of his position, his love
for his country, and an understanding of the importance he could play in shaping
his country's future. He possessed such a strong will as to rule the Russian Empire
as absolute autocrat, to the point where the Empire stabilized and prospered, thus
allowing capitalism to begin to take root. During his reign the autocracy stabilized
and dissent was forced underground. He worked to strengthen and modernize
Russia's armed forces while avoiding armed conflict and improve Russia's standing
as a world power.

History tends to view Alexander Il as a brutish despot. His only
accomplishment being to strengthen his autocratic rule was made at the expense of
the working class and peasantry. To his credit he stabilized the Russian government
and maintained peace with his European and Asian neighbors. Alexander was
hopelessly out of touch with the emerging realities of a modern industrialized
Russia. Autocratic rule was established at a time in Russian history when the nation
was illiterate, uneducated, and attacked from foreign powers on all sides. That time
was no more. At a time when the Russian government should have begun adjusting
itself to the changing realities of the 19" Century, Alexander instead clung to and
strengthened the autocracy.

At the beginning of 1894 Alexander Il was 49 years old. It was believed
that he had, barring assassination, many years left to his reign. As the year
progressed, his health deteriorated at an alarming rate. The best doctors of the time
were called to help, but none were able to save the dying Emperor. Alexander
Alexandrovich Romanov, Tsar of all the Russia's, died of Nephritis on October 20,
1894. He left behind an incomplete legacy, his work unfinished, and an heir
unprepared to rule.

(https://www.alexanderpalace.org/palace/alexbio.php)
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Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:
1) How did Alexander ascend to the throne?
2) What was the condition of Russian industry?
3) What was his reign marked by?
4) What way did he strengthen his autocratic rule?
5) What achievements did he make in diplomacy?
6) What was the Emperor’s mistake?
7) What was his death caused by?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these words and expressions:
Epitome
Fiercely patriotic
Illiterate
Within hours
Free the serfs
Heir to the throne
Brutish despot
Liberal proposals
An incomplete legacy

To determine to strengthen

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:
[IpombllIIIEHHAS] PEBOJIIOLIUSA
[IpunsiTne npaBociiaBus
YKOpeHAThCA
briTh HE B Kypce nemna
Y XyAleHue 310poBbs
ABTOpPHUTAPHOE MPABIICHUE
Onoxa KOHTppehOopMbI

Hakanyne
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Co Bcex cTOpoH

C nyraroiieil CKOpoCTbIO

Ex. 4. Explain the difference in the meaning between the following expressions:

Ex.5.

Within hours/on the eve
[lliterate/ uneducated

At a time/ of the time

To strengthen/ to modernize

At the expense/ at an alarming rate

Insert the words and phrases into the sentences. Translate these sentences:

intelligent  successful servants’ canceling  absolute autocrat

taste for sovereign doted upon threadbare to grant

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

To many westerners Alexander Il appeared crude and not overly

Queen Victoria commented that she thought him as "a whom she

does not look upon as a gentleman".

To his credit, as a husband and a father he was greatly

He was also good with kids and his daughters.

Alexander 11l dressed simply and would wear his clothes until they were
Though he lived in the large Gatchina Palace, he chose to live in the
renovated area.

He loved the simplicity of Russian life and had little anything
western.

Alexander’s of the planned constitution set into motion events that

would eventually take Russia to the brink of annihilation.
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9) The Tsar's inability or unwillingness to prepare his son Nicholas at an early
age to rule as further exacerbated the future events that would
sweep over his Empire.

10)While Alexander Il actually took some satisfaction from looking like a

Russian peasant, he was unprepared them any political rights.

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1) Aunexkcanmp |1l ObUT BOIUTOIIEHHEM TOTO KaKUM JIOJDKEH OBITH HACTOSIIHIA
Poccuiickuii maps (ummneparop).

2) BosneBoii, OrpOMHBIN, OTYAassHHO MATPUOTUYHBI OH OBLI BHIIIE CBOUX
COOTEUYECTBEHHHUKOB.

3) B Poccun HakoHeIl Hayaslach MPOMBIIIJICHHAS PEBOJIIOIUS U KallUTaIH3M
MyCTHJI KOPHHU.

4) Hukomnaii, cTapiiuii OpaT v HaCJIeIHUK TPOHA, ymep B 1865.

5) B nmenb cmeptu Aunekcanipa Il takke ymepra Haaexaa Poccuu mpuHATH
KOHCTUTYIIHIO.

6) O yxecTtoumsn TIeH3Ypy Tnpecchl H cocian B CuOups ThICSYN
PEBOJIIOLIMOHEPOB.

7) K cBoeii 4ecTH, OH CMOT' CTAOMJIM3UPOBATh POCCUIICKOE MPABUTENBCTBO H
MOJJIEPKATH MUP C EBPONEHCKUMH U a3UATCKUMH COCEISIMMU.

8) AnexcaHap COBEpIICHHO HE HWMEJI MPEJACTaBJICHUS O PpealbHOM
JIEVUCTBUTEIBHOCTH COBPEMEHHOM MHAYCTPUAIU3UPOBaHHOU Poccun.

9) Jly4mme Bpa4yd TOTO BPEMEHHU HE CMOIJIM BBUICUNTH 3a00JICBAaHUS ITOYCK,

YTO CTAJIO MPUYUHOMN cMepTu Mmmeparopa.

Ex.7. Speak about Alexander Il and his reign using the active words from the

text.

Text B
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Before reading the text, answer the following questions:
1) What was the condition of Russian culture by the beginning of Alexander
III’s reign?

2) Who were famous contemporaries of Alexander 111?

Read the text and try to understand its general content:

The era of «<small deeds»

Alexander |11 reacted to the violent circumstances of his father’s death by
introducing repressive measures which actually attempted to undo some of the
1860s reforms, and by increasing censorship: it should not be forgotten that
Russian writers after 1804 had to endure the humiliations of submitting their work
to the censor, and then complying with whatever demands were made. Russian
culture had already begun to undergo significant change by the time of Alexander
II’s death, as non-conformists and former radicals amongst the artistic community
gradually began to become part of the establishment. Rimsky-Korsakov was
appointed to teach at the St. Petersburg Conservatoire in1871, and members of the
Wanderers group had begun to take up professorships at the Academy of Arts.
Under Alexander Il1, nationalist Russian culture was for the first time supported
by the state and thus could no longer be seen as «progressive». Alexander’s
reactionary policies caused widespread despondency amongst the liberal educated
population, who came to see this period as a sterile era of «small deeds». The
government’s closure of the country’s leading literary journal in 1884, due to its
allegiance to «dangerous» (i.e. Populist) political ideas, was a further blow to
morale; Notes of the Fatherland had been a mouthpiece of liberal thought for forty-
five years. This was the year in which the Holy Synod assumed control of Russian
primary schools, and universities lost their autonomy. It was also the year in which
Alexander presented his wife with the first exquisitely crafted Easter egg
commissioned from the court jeweler Carl Faberg’e, and so began an annual

tradition which was continued by his heir Nicholas II.
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Konstantin Pobedonostsev, appointed procurator of the Holy Synod in 1880,
was as much responsible as Alexander Il for the atmosphere of gloom and
paranoia during his reign. The lay head of the Russian Orthodox Church (this was
a civil appointment, made by the emperor), he was a staunch defender of autocracy
and an implacable opponent of reform. Pobedonostsev had licence to intervene in
questions of censorship as well as in matters of national education and religious
freedom, and his edicts were so unpopular in educated circles that they won him
the nickname of «The Grand Inquisitor» after a character in The Brothers
Karamazov (Brat’ia Karamazovy; Dostoevsky, who had consulted him during the
writing of his last novel, published in 1880, had been one of this dour man’s few
close friends).

(adopted from: The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689 —
1917, vol. 2. Edited by Dominic Lieven. London School of Economics and

Political Science)

Ex.1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions in bold type.

Consult a dictionary if necessary.

Ex.2. Match the English words and expressions with the Russian ones:

1. after a character MOTIBITKA TIOTYOUTH pedOpMBbI

2. a staunch defender of autocracy TEPIIETh YHUKCHUS

3. an implacable opponent of reform | moguuHUTHCS BBIJIBUHY THIM
TpeOOBaHUSIM

4. attempt to undo the reforms II0JIBEPraThCs 3HAYUTEIIbHBIM
U3MEHEHUSIM

5. cause widespread despondency BBI3BIBATH BCEOOIIEE YHBIHUE

6. due to allegiance U3-33 BEPHOCTHU

7. to assume control of OpaTh Ha ce0si KOHTPOJIb HaJ

8. to comply with demands made BEPHBII 3alUTHUK CaMOJICPKABHSI
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9. to endure the humiliation HEMTPUMUPHUMBINA TPOTUBHUK pedhopM

10. undergo significant change B YECTh NIEPCOHAKA

Ex.3. Write down a brief summary of the text in English.
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Lesson 13
Text A

Look at the picture. What can you tell about the ceremony in it? Who are the

people shown in it?

Answer the following questions:
1) What was the political situation in Russia by the end of the X1X century?
2) Who did the history of Romanov family begin with?
3) Which of them played an outstanding part in history?

Study pronunciation of the following proper names:
Alexandra [@lig za:ndrs]
Alix of Hesse [ aliks ov hes]
Anastasia [an1 sterzio]
Tobolsk [to"bo:1sk]
Yekaterinburg [jeketa 'ri:nbig]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Assembly [0 sembli]
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Autocracy [o: tokrosi]
Autocrat [ o:tokreet]
Coronation [ koro'nerfon]

Crisis [ 'kraisis]

Study the following words and expressions:
abdicate, v [ 'ebdikert] — orpekarbes
confine, v [kon fain] — 3aTouars
ease, V [ i:z ] — obneryars
exile, v [ "eksairl] — cocnate, cchliaTh
grasp, v [gra:sp | — yCBOUTb, CXBaThIBATh
holy, v [ 'houli] — cBsaToi
humiliate, v [hju: 'miliert | — yamwkath
officiate, v [ o'fifiert | — ucrmonHsATs 00A3aHHOCTH
overthrow, v [ auve'Orou] — cBepraTh
predecessor, n [ 'pri:disesor] — nmpeamecTBEHHUK
regain, v [ ri'gein] — BepHyTh ceOe, BOCCTaHABIUBATh
riot, n [ 'rarot ] — OyHT, Oecnps oK
shortage, n [ [o:tid3] — HexBaTKa, AePHUIIAT
unrest, n [ an‘rest | — 6eciopsiiox
womanizing, n [ 'wvmonaizin] — pacmyTcTBO
ascend the throne [ o'send Oroun] — BoliTi Ha TPOH
at all cost [kost] — mr060it enou
to blame smb for smth [bleim fa(r)] — o6BuHATE KOTO-THOO B YeM-THO0
to eliminate any possibility [1liminert ‘eni  poso'biloti] — ycrpanurs,
UCKIIFOYUTH JTI00YI0 BO3MOXHOCTD
ongoing war [ 'on gov.im Wo: ()] — HenpepbIBHAs BOMHA
to prevail over smth [pri'verl ‘suva(r)] — npeobaanare Hax YeM-THO0
state matters [stert ‘maetor] — rocymapcTBeHHbIC ea

to take the faith [fe10] — npunsaTh Bepy
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Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Nicholas I1: the last Emperor

Born 6 May 1868, Nicholas was the oldest son of Tsar Alexander I11 and his
wife Maria Feodorovna. His parents took particular trouble over his education.
Nicholas was taught by outstanding Russian academics at home, he knew several
languages and had a wide knowledge of history, and he also quickly grasped
military science. His father personally guided his education, which was strictly
based on religion. Nicholas ascended the throne at age 26 after the unexpected
death of his father in 1894. Although a well-educated man, he felt unprepared for
the hard task as the ruler of the Russian empire, he was not properly prepared to
officiate as a monarch and was not fully introduced to top affairs of the state.
Nicholas's reign was marked by tragedy from the very beginning. A national
celebration to honor the formal coronation of the new tsar turned into a disaster.
Overcrowding resulted in a stampede and hundreds of people were crushed to
death.

Shortly after the death of his father, Nicholas married the German Princess
Alix of Hesse who, after taking the Orthodox faith took the name of Alexandra
Feodorovna. Their union was a rare one among royal families in that they married
“for love” and Nicholas was a devoted husband throughout their life together.
Alexandra bared him five children: Olga, Tatyana, Maria, Anastasia and Aleksey,
the only male heir to the throne. Aleksey was diagnosed with a life-threatening
illness, hemophilia. In 1905 a so called 'holy man' named Grigory Rasputin was
presented at the palace. He was the only one who was mysteriously able to help
ease their son’s pain. Despite Rasputin's well documented stories of drinking and
womanizing, Alexandra absolutely believed that Rasputin was sent to the royal
family by God and soon he exerted a powerful influence over the tsar and tsarina

advising them on state matters.
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Nicholas was a confirmed autocrat, much like his father. But he did not
inherit the strong will of his father and mostly continued the work his predecessors
had started which brought rapid economic and trade growth. Devoted to his wife
he was influenced by Alexandra, who shared his views on government and country
and truly believed that autocracy was for the good of Russia and must be preserved
at all costs.

In 1904, Nicholas took his country into war with Japan. Russia's
embarrassing defeat ruined the monarchy's prestige among all sectors of society,
the nobility and the peasants, leading to a revolution in 1905 and to an event that
became known as Bloody Sunday. Unarmed crowds demanding radical
constitutional and social reforms were shot down by the tsar's army near his palace.
This set off more riots and strikes throughout Russia. To ease the wave of
opposition and regain support Nicholas created a parliament, the State Duma,
Russia's first nationally elected representative assembly to give the people a voice.
However, unrest continued and in 1914 Nicholas felt obligated to prevent a
German invasion of Europe and took Russia into World War One. He personally
took command of the army and left Alexandra in charge. The Russian army
suffered heavy losses and was defeated, resulting in a political crisis. Soaring
prices and food shortages strained relations between the government and the
common people, who had come to hate the ongoing war and blamed Nicholas for
it. In 1917 a strike movement against the tsar broke out and even spread to the
army. Abandoned by his generals Nicholas was eventually forced to abdicate, and
all the power was transferred to the Provisional Government.

Nicholas was arrested by order of the revolutionary government of Russia
and was confined with his family within the royal residence at the Alexander
Palace. At the time, the power of the Bolsheviks was growing as they prevailed
over the other major revolutionary groups. They soon overthrew the temporary
government. To prevent Nicholas and his family from fleeing abroad, the imperial
family were exiled, first to Tobolsk and then to Yekaterinburg to the Ipatiev House.

It became their prison, the house was fenced and large boards covered the
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windows, they were constantly guarded by Bolshevik soldiers who humiliated and
insulted them. On the night of 17 July 1918, the Bolshevik Party, who had taken
control after the revolution, executed the royal family to eliminate any possibility
of restoring the tsar to the throne. Nicholas Il and his family — his wife Tsarina
Alexandra and their five children — the oldest at the time was 22 and the youngest
13 — were led to the basement of the Ipatiev House and shot by a firing squad.

(http://www.ruusiapedia.rt.com)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) What education was Nicholas given?
2) Was he properly prepared to officiate royal duties?
3) What happened on the day of his coronation?
4) Can you give any details about his family life?
5) What political views did Nicholas Il have?
6) What led to a Revolution 19057
7) How did Nicholas try to regain support and ease the wave of opposition?
8) What eventually caused a political crisis in Russia?
9) Why was Nicholas Il forced to abdicate?
10) What was the further fate of the royal family?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
Take particular trouble
Top affairs
Marry for love
Exert a powerful influence over the tsar
Feel obligated
Prevent somebody from fleeing

Firing squad

Ex.3. Match the words with their definition:
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1) A period of time when a king or queen rules a country

2) To remove someone from power by using force

3) A ruler with unlimited power, or someone who demands that people
completely obey them

4) If a king or queen abdicates, he or she formally gives up power

5) The power to affect how someone thinks or behaves or how something
develops

6) When a country is ruled by a king or queen

7) When there is not enough of something

8) The person who was in a job or position before

Ex.4. Give your own definitions to the following words:
Coronation
Faith
Womanizing
Riot
Exile
Peasant
Defeat

Ex.5. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if

necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective

union

threaten

embarrassing

death

execute

relation
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inherit

devoted

Ex.6. Translate from Russian into English:

1) Huxonaii |l nuuHO NpUHSAI KOMaHAOBaHUE PYCCKOM apMHUEH mociie Havasa
IIEPBOM MUPOBOM BOMHBI.

2) Anexcanapa ®denopoBHa mosnaraia, 4yTo PacmyTHH OBLI €IMHCTBEHHBIM
YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPbIA MOT 00JIETYUTh CTPAJIaHUs €€ ChIHA.

3) Anekcanzap lll nuuno pykoBoauia oOpa3oBaHHEM CBOETO ChIHA, KOTOPOTO
0o0yYaJii UCTOPUH, BOGHHOMY JI€NTy U HECKOJIBKUM SI3bIKaM.

4) TlopaxxeHue B PYCCKO-SIMOHCKOW BOMHE B KOHEYHOM HTOTE MPHUBEIO K
pesosmtonnu 1905 roaa.

5) UToOBl MCKIIOYHUTH JHOOYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH BOCCTAHOBJICHHS MOHAPXUH B
Poccuun, maptusi OOJNBIIEBUKOB MPHUHSJIA PEIICHHE KAa3HUTHh IAPCKYIO
CEMBIO.

6) B Bo3pacte 26 net Hukouaii B30o1en Ha TPOH MMOCIIE HEOXKUIAaHHON CMEPTH
CBOETO OTI[a, HO K 3TOMY BpPEMEHH OH HE OBbUI TOTOB WCIOJHSTH
00513aHHOCTH MOHapXa.

7) BpicokHMe IIeHBI M HEXBaTKa MPOIYKTOB NMHUTAHWS YCHIWIO HAIMPSIKCHHE

MCKIY IIPaBUTCILCTBOM H OOBIYHBIMH JKOIbMMU.

Ex.7. Make a brief report using the vocabulary from the text:
Background of Nicholas II’s abdication
The period of Provisional Government

The royal family exile

Text B

Read the text without a dictionary and try to understand its general content.

Answer the questions:
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1) How and why did Rasputin emerge in the royal family?
2) Why was Alexandra unpopular at court?
3) Why did Nicholas Il take personal command of his armed forces?

4) What is Felix Yusupov known for?

Tsarina Alexandra

Born on 6 June 1872 in Darmstadt, Germany, Alexandra was a
granddaughter of Britain's Queen Victoria and the daughter of Louis IV, the Grand
Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt.

Orphaned at the age of six she married Tsar Nicholas Il in 1894 and moved
to Russia — a country she greatly disliked — there giving birth to four daughters
before giving the Tsar a son, Alexis. Tragically her new-born son proved to suffer
from hemophilia.

The Tsarina's anxious concern for her son's illness led her to embrace
Rasputin, a debauched 'holy man' who proved able to stem Alexis' loss of blood (it
has been suggested through hypnosis).

Already unpopular at court — where she firmly held sway over her husband
— Alexandra's unswerving loyalty to Rasputin (whom she believed had been sent
by God to save the Russian throne) led her to continually excuse his notorious
excesses, and further damaged her reputation.

A fanatical believer in Russian Orthodoxy and a firm believer in the
principles of autocratic rule, Alexandra lost no opportunity in asserting her
husband's right to lead his country. She routinely dismissed her husband's political
advisers, even those who were both competent and remained loyal to the Tsar.

With the Tsarina having helped to engineer the dismissal of Grand Duke
Nikolai — the Tsar's uncle — from his position as Commander in Chief of the army,
the Tsar subsequently announced his intention to take personal command of his
armed forces.

Her husband having left for the front in August 1915, the Tsarina's conduct

in determining policy became ever more arbitrary and wanting in political
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judgment. Vindictive and jealous, Alexandra continued to dismiss from office
anyone she deemed disloyal to the Tsar, fairly or otherwise.

In an attempt to halt the seemingly endless stream of scandal emanating from
the court, a group of conspirators led by Prince Felix Yusupov resolved to arrange
Rasputin's murder, which consequently took place on 16 December 1916.

Nevertheless, it was too late to recover any semblance of credibility let alone
popularity for the monarchy, particularly given that the Tsar's ill-advised gamble
in publicly associating himself so closely with the success of his army had
backfired, the latter continuing to perform badly in the field.

Unfounded rumors abounded of the Tsarina's collaboration with Germany
(along with Prime Minister Sturmer), further cementing Alexandra's deep
unpopularity in the country.

She was nevertheless surprised by the February Revolution. She joined her
family in internal exile and was eventually executed, shot to death, by the
Bolsheviks on the night of 16/17 July 1918 at Yekaterinburg. She was 46.

(https://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/alexandra.htm)

Ex.1. Write down Russian equivalents for the word expressions in bold type.

Consult a dictionary if necessary:

Ex.2. Write out the key words of each part.

Ex.3. Write down a summary of the text in English.

Ex.4. Give a written translation of the text in Russian.
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Lesson 14
Text A

Answer the following questions:
1) Who can you see in the picture?
2) What are they doing?

What was the condition of the agriculture in Russia in the 19" century?

What status did the Russian peasants have?

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Custom, n [ 'kastom]
Military [ 'militori]
Exploitation [eksplor terfn]

Explain the meaning of the words:
Industrialization [1n,dastriolt zerfon]
Agriculture [ agrikalt[o(r)]
Peasantry [ pezntri]
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Zemstvo ['zemstva]

Study the following words and expressions:

Allotment, n [o2'lptmoant] — ygacTok 3emum, pacnpeeneHue, 3eMeTbHBINH
HaJIeI

Alter, v [o:Itor] — u3MeHHTD, TIEpeIETBIBATH

Ballot, n ['baelat] — ronocosanue, TaliHoe rojgocoBaHue

Be liable, v [br: 'laiobl] — Ob1Th 00s13aHHBIM

Conscription, n [kon'skripfon] — npu3siB, BOMHCKAasi TOBUHHOCTH

Demand, v [di'ma:nd] — TpeboBaTs, 3anpaimmBarh

Disrupt, v [dis'rapt] — pa3pyiats, moapsiBaTh

Far-flung, adj [fa: flan] — nanekwii, ynaneHHbI#

Increase, v [1n'Kri:S] — yBenmuuuBaThCs, pactu

Instalment (Am. installments), n [in'sto:Imant] — B3HoC, YacThb

Legislation, n [ ledsis'lerfn] — 3akoHbI, 3aKOHOIATEIHCTBO, CBOJ] 3aKOHOB

Redemption, n [ri'demp/n] - mnorameHue, BbIIIATA, BBIIOJHCHUEC
00s13aTeIbCTBA

Poll tax [povl teeks] — moaymHbIil HaMOT, Ty

Serfdom, n ['s3:fdom] — kpemocTHOE MpaBo, padCTBO, KPEIIOCTHHYECTBO

Sow, V [sou] — cesarb

Support, v [sa'pa:t] — mogaepkuBaTh

Whim, n [wim] — npuxotb

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Peasants in Imperial Russia
Peasants in Imperial Russia adapted and altered their customs and practices
again in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to cope with further
changes. The legislation of 1861 that set in motion the abolition of serfdom was

followed by similar reforms for the peasants who lived on the lands of the state and
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the tsar’s family. By the end of the century, most peasants were buying their land
allotments by paying installments in ‘redemption’ schemes administered by the
government. The state also reformed the main demands it made on the peasantry.
The poll tax was phased out and replaced by taxes on sales and businesses in the
1880s. The system of military conscription was reformed in 1874. The maximum
term of service was cut to seven years, and young men from all levels of society,
not just the lower orders, were liable to serve. Conscripts were selected by ballot,
moreover, not on the whim of local authorities. A much larger proportion of young
men served in the army than before the reform. In marked contrast to the previous
system, however, most conscripts came home and resumed their previous lives
after a few years’ service. The imperial government implemented other reforms.
Elected district and provincial councils (zemstva), with peasant representatives,
were set up in many provinces in the 1860s, and new local courts were established
for peasants. These reforms were part of wider changes. There were improvements
in transport with the construction of a national railway network, a national market
developed, industrialization began to take off, and as a result there were more
opportunities for wage labour in industry and commercial agriculture. Peasants
became more mobile, migrating to the empire’s rapidly growing cities as well as
to Siberia and other far-flung regions. Peasants’ horizons were broadened also by
the growth of formal schooling and the spread of literacy in the villages. These
processes should not be seen solely as changes from outside that were disrupting a
‘traditional” way of life. Russian peasants were used to adapting to changes, and in
late Imperial Russia they shaped the changing world they lived in just as much as
they themselves were altered. A further development in this period was rapid
population growth. Between 1857 and 1917, the number of peasants inside the
mid-seventeenth-century borders of Russia increased three times, a rate of natural
growth that to some extent prefigured the population explosion in the developing
world in the latter part of the twentieth century.

While peasants were constrained to some extent by the natural environments

in which they lived, they were able to adapt to support themselves in conditions as
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diverse as the forests of the north and Siberia, and the steppes of the south and
south-east. In their struggles to meet the burden of exploitation and support the
growing population, however, peasants transformed and degraded these
environments, clearing vast areas of forest and steppe grasslands, thus sowing the
seeds for the far greater human impact on the environment of Russia in the 20%"
century.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689 — 1917)

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:
1) How did most peasants buy their land allotments by the end of the century?
2) What tax was replaced by taxes on sales and businesses in the 1880s?
3) How long did young men have to serve?
4) What reforms did the imperial government implement?
5) How did the reforms change Russia?
6) Could Russian peasants get used to changes?

7) How did peasants adapt themselves in Siberia?

Ex. 2. Give Russian equivalents to these words and expressions:
Imperial Russia
Military conscription
Local courts
Formal schooling
Taxes on sales and businesses
Elected district
Commercial agriculture

Changing world

Ex. 3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:
OtmMmeHa pabcTBa

[LratuTe yacTamMu
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MecTHBIEC BIacTH

Poct nacenenus

CnpaBUTBbCSA C U3BMEHECHUSMHU
[TostanHo cokpamare

Opranbl MECTHOTO CaMOYITPaBIICHUS

B Hekoropoii crenenu

Ex. 4. Match the words with their definitions:

1. a peasant money that you have to pay to the government so that it

can pay for public services

2. an allotment a regular amount of money that you earn, usually every

week, for work or services

3. atax the practice of ordering people by law to serve in the

armed forces

4. conscription to improve a system, an organization, a law, etc. by

making changes to it

5. to reform a small area of land in a town which a person can rent in

order to grow fruit and vegetables on it

6. a council a farmer who owns or rents a small piece of land

7.awage a group of people who are elected to govern an area such

as a city or county

Ex. 5. Translate from Russian into English:
1) 3a 3aKOHOM, OTMECHSIIOIIMM KpernocTHoe mpaBo B 1861 r, mociemoBaau
pedopMBI JUTsI KPECThSIH.
2) TloaymiHplii Hajaor OBLT MOCTENCHHO OTMEHEH M 3aMCHEH Ha HajJor Ha
poJaxXy U TOprosito B 1880-¢.
3) MakcuMabHBIA CPOK CITYOBI OBLII COKpAIIeH 10 7 JIET, MOJOJbIC JIFOIU
BCEX COCJIOBUH ObUTH 00S13aHBI CITYKHUTb.

4) Pedopmbl OBUTH 4aCTHIO OOMIMPHBIX U3MEHEHUH.
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5) B pesynerare mpoBeneHus pedopM ObLIO OOJbIIE BO3MOXHOCTEH IS
WCIIOJIb30BaHUS HAEMHOT'O TPYJia B MPOMBIIUICHHOCTH U KOMMEPYECKOM
CEJIbCKOM XO3SIUCTBE.

6) DT mporecchl He OBLIM MCKIIOYUTCIBHO KaK BHEIIHHE H3MCHCHHS,
KOTOPBIE TIOIOPBATH TPATUITMOHHBIN YK KU3HHU.

7) KpecThsiHaM yAalloch HM3MCHHTH OKPYXAIOIIYIO Cpeay, pacuuiias

TEPPUTOPHUU JIECOB, CTEMHBIX MACTOMUII.

Ex.7. Complete the table with the appropriate forms of the given words:
Verb Noun

to adapt

administration

to reform

service

Ex.7. Discuss the following question in the group:

Did Russian peasants have to live under unbearable conditions?

Text B

Read the text and find the answers to the following questions:
1) What impacts did the revolution have on Russian Orthodoxy?
2) What frightened state officials?
3) What did the clergy in Viatka diocese draw the State Duma to do?
4) What did the First World War inspire the Church to do?
5) What changes did the Church suffer in the Russian pre-revolution?

The Russian Orthodoxy in 1905 — 1907
The revolution of 1905-1907 had a profound impact on Russian Orthodoxy.

Most dramatically, it unleashed the pent-up discontent long percolating among the
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parish clergy, who, individually and collectively, embraced a range of liberal and
even radical movements. To the horror of state officials, priests all across the
empire proved receptive to the calls of the ‘Liberation Movement’ and used the
occasion to press their own demands—for better material support, for the right of
self-organization, for a reduction in ‘episcopal rule’ and a greater role in diocesan
administration. But others took up the needs of the disprivileged. Thus the clergy
of one deanship in Viatka diocese, for example, urged the State Duma (parliament)
to resolve ‘the agrarian question according to the wishes of the people’. And in
numerous cases the local priest, whether from fear or conviction, became
embroiled in the revolution itself, delivered incendiary sermons, performed
requiems for fallen revolutionaries, and in sundry other ways supported his
rebellious parishioners.

The First World War inspired the Church, like most of Russia, to respond
with patriotic support for what would quickly prove an unmitigated military
catastrophe. The Church itself mobilized substantial resources to assist in the war,
converted facilities to serve as military hospitals, raised funds for the war victims
and campaigned to sustain the fighting morale of the troops and the home front. In
that respect, it differed little from churches of the other combatants. But the context
was different: far sooner than elsewhere, the Russian Empire was swept by an
intense tide of anti-war sentiment. Hence the Church’s identification with the
‘imperialist war’ did much to create a young generation of anti-religious veterans,
the future Red Army men who would be particularly hostile to the Church. But the
Church itself had grievances, suffered mightily from the inflation and dislocation
of war and had grown increasingly alienated from a crown irreparably besmirched
by Rasputinism. Indeed, amidst the military crisis of 1915, with the country reeling
from defeat, the Church suffered yet another scandal associated with Rasputin, as
his protégé, the bishop of Tobolsk, conducted a hasty canonisation against the
express orders of the Synod. The public resonance could hardly have been greater,
and the damage to the Synod more ruinous. Little wonder that, when the autocracy

appealed to the Church for support on 27 February 1917, in its critical hour, even
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the conservative Synod summarily refused. Russian Orthodoxy did not vanish after
the Petrine reforms, but it certainly changed. Most striking was the resilience of
popular faith; while the pre-revolution brought and accelerated undeniable anti-
religious tendencies, the vast majority remained faithful and, indeed, demanded a
greater role for the Church and for themselves in the Church. But Orthodoxy was
no longer part of the infamous ‘Orthodoxy, Autocracy, Nationality’ trilogy of
official politics; it had excised the middle term and, increasingly, identified with
the people, not with a secular state that had plundered its assets and failed to protect
its vital interests.

(The Cambridge History of Russia: Volume 2 p 388-390, Imperial Russia,
1689 —1917)

Ex.1. Write out the key words from each part.

Ex.2. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text in writing.

151



Lesson 15
Text A

Look at the picture. What was the political, economic situation in Russia in the
early XX century?
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Answer the following questions:
1) What had Russia achieved by the beginning of the XX century?
2) Who was it ruled by at this period?
3) What was the background of 1905 Revolution?

Study pronunciation of the following names:
Balkan [ 'bo:lkon]
China ['tfams]
Japan [d30 paen]
Korea [ko'r10]

Siberia [sar brorio]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
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Characteristically [ karokta ristik(a)li]
Communalism [ komjon(a)liz(o)m]
Destabilize[di: 'steib(a)lA1z]
Expansion [1k spanf(o)n]

Guarantee [gaeron 'ti:]

Industrial [1n'dastrial]

Petition [p1'tif(9)n]

Stability [sto biliti]

Symbolize ['simbalaiz]

Tsar [za:]

Study the following words and expressions:
Appointment, n [9 pointm(9)nt] — Ha3HaUYEHME
Assassination, n [9,sasI neifn] — yOUicTBO
Backwardness, n [ bakwadnis] — orcranocts
Complaint, adj [kom 'plemt] — ycTymuuBsrii
Consequence, n [ 'konsikw(o)ns] — mocneacTue
Dismissal, n [dis 'misl] — pocryck, oTcTaBka
Goldfield, n [ 'govl(d)fi:1d] — mpuuck
Harsh, adj [ha:f] — cypoBsrit
Incite, v [In'sAIt] — moacTpeKarhb
Noose, n [nu:S] — xa3Hp Yepe3 MOBEIICHHE
Restrict, v [r1'strikt] — orpannuuBaTh
Rural, adj ['rvar(o)l] — cenbckuii
Sentence, v ['sent(o)ns] — mpuroBapuBaTh
Strike, n [straik] — 3abacToBka
Struggle, n ['strag(e)l] — 6oprba
Accuse of sedition [o'kju:z pv s1'dif(o)n] — 0OBUHATE B PU3BIBE K MATEKY
Be marred by [bi ma:d bar] — 6siTh OMpaueHHBIM YeM-THO0

Court martial [ko:t 'ma:f(o)l] — BoeHHBI# cyn
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To defuse persistent criticism [di:'fju:z pa’sist(e)nt ‘kritisiz(o)m] —
IBITATHCS PA3PSAUTH MOCTOSIHHYIO KPUTHKY

Direct opposition [dr'rekt ppa’'zif(e)n] — mnpsmas, HemocpeaCTBEHHAS
MIPOTHUBOIIOIOKHOCTb.

Electoral law [1'lekt(a)r(o)l lIo:] — 3akon 0 BEIOOpax

To extract a concession [ ‘ekstrekt kon'sef(9)n] — 1oObIBaTh ycTynKu

Threatening sign [ Oret(a)niy sain] — yrpoxaroniuii mpu3Hak

Unprecedented upheaval [an presidentid ap hi:v(9)l] — GecnpenieneHTHBIM
EPEBOPOT

Succession of contradictory events [sok 'sef(o)n pv kontra dikt(o)ri 1 vent]
— TMOCJIEeI0BATENbHOCTh MPOTHBOPEUYUBHIX COOBITHI

Violent suppression [ 'varsl(a)nt so'pref(o)n] — )kecTokoe Mo1aBICHUE

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:

Russia in 1900 — 1914

The years 1900 — 14 are full of events marking these times as extraordinary
years of change and consequence. In 1903 the great Trans-Siberian Railway was
completed, symbolizing both the growth of the railroad as an engine of industrial
development and the imperial reach of the state. In the same year, in direct
opposition to this growing power of the state, members of the Marxist Russian
Social Democratic Workers’ Party created an organization designed to incite and
lead democratic and social revolution in Russia — the Bolsheviks and the
Mensheviks.

The year 1904 saw the start of the Russo-Japanese war, a disastrous conflict
sparked by Russia’s expansion into China and Korea in the face of Japan’s own
regional desires, further fuelled by Russian overconfidence and racist contempt for
the Japanese. Then came the ‘Revolution’ of 1905, an unprecedented empire-wide
upheaval, set in motion by the violent suppression on 9 January (‘Bloody Sunday’)

in St Petersburg of a mass procession of workers with a petition for the tsar. These
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revolutionary upheavals extracted a remarkable concession from the government:
Nicholas II’s ‘October manifesto’, which for the first time in Russian history
guaranteed a measure of civil liberties and a parliament (the State Duma) with
legislative powers.

The years following the 1905 Revolution were marked by a succession of
contradictory events. New fundamental laws in 1906 established the legislative
Duma but also restricted its authority in many ways — not least of which was the
complete lack of parliamentary control over the appointment or dismissal of
cabinet ministers. In the early summer of 1907, the new prime minister, Petr
Stolypin, seeking to defuse persistent criticism of the government by liberals and
the Left in the first and second State Dumas, revised the electoral law hoping to
ensure that the new Duma would be more compliant. Stolypin’s ‘coup’, as it was
dubbed, proved effective in quietening the Duma. During 19067, disagreeable
publications were shut down by the hundreds and summary courts martial tried and
sentenced hundreds of individuals accused of sedition. In the first few months,
more than a thousand people were executed, inspiring grim ironic talk of
‘Stolypin’s necktie’ — the noose. These repressions were not without reason:
assassinations or attempts on the lives of tsarist officials were frequent during
1906. Characteristically, Stolypin was able to pass designed to break up the
traditional peasant commune in the hope of leading rural society away from
dangerous communalism and out of what many saw as its destabilizing
backwardness.

The relative stability of the years between 1907 and the start of war in 1914
were marred by unsettling events. Terrorist assassinations continued, in defiance
of Stolypin’s harsh repressions. A new wave of strikes broke out beginning in
1910, especially in the wake of news of the violent death of over a hundred striking
workers attacked by government troops in 1912 in the Lena goldfields in Siberia.
But perhaps the most ominous events of these years, which filled the daily press,
took place abroad. Russians closely followed the Balkan wars of 1912 and 1913.

For many, these were struggles for independence by Slavic Orthodox nations,
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necessarily and justly backed by Russia. But many also saw in these distant
conflicts threatening signs of a much greater European war.
(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689 — 1917)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) What pointed at the beginning of industrial development of Russia?
2) Who initiated the 1905 Revolution?
3) What were the reasons of Russo-Japanese war?
4) What events caused unprecedented empire-wide upheaval in 1905?
5) What concessions were extracted?
6) How did new laws restrict the authority of Duma?
7) Why did Stolypin revise electoral law?
8) What consequences did it have?
9) What did Stolypin’s repressions lead to?
10) Why did Russia closely follow the Balkan wars 1912 and 1913?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to the expressions:
Trans-Siberian railway
A disastrous conflict
Measure of civil liberties
The appointment and dismissal of cabinet ministers
Attempts on the lives of tsarist officials
To take place abroad
Engine of industrial development
A racist contempt
An unsetting event

Slavic Orthodox nation

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these expressions:

CaMOyBEpEHHOCTh
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OCHOBHBIE 3aKOHBI

KonTpons Hag uem-mu60o
Henpusitabie myOnukanuu
YBecTH OT OacCHOr0 KOMMYHH3Ma
3aKkoHOaTeIbHAs BIACTh
OrpaHnuuymuBath BIacTh

bonee ycrynuusas [{yma

Henszoexuo

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1) An act of increasing or making something increase in size, amount or
importance

2) Execution when a piece of rope tied in a circle to hang people

3) Freedom from political control by other countries

4) Something that you allow somebody to do or to have, in order to end an
argument or to make a situation less difficult

5) An area where gold is found in the ground

6) The murder of an important or famous person, especially for political
reasons

7) The act of dismissing somebody from their job

Ex.5. Give your own definition to the following words:
Revolution
Legislative power
Communalism
An official
A petition
A peasant
A strike
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Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if

necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective

succession

disagreeable

create

accusation

violent

quieten

electoral

assassination

Ex.7. Translate from Russian into English:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

[TprunHOi OecnpeneIeHTHOTO MEPEBOPOTA CTAN0 «KPOBABOE BOCCTAHUEY,
’KECTOKOE MOJaBJIECHUE MIPOLECCUN PAOOUUX.

[TomHOoMOuust JIyMbI ObLITH OTpaHUYEHBI, OHA HE UMeJIa HUKAKOT'0 KOHTPOJIS
HaJl Ha3HAYEHUEM U POCITYCKOM KaOMHETa MUHUCTPOB.

HauGonee 3noBenumu COOBITUSMU TEX JIET OBUIA: CYpOBBIE PEMPECCHH,
3a0aCTOBKM, BCIBIXHYBIIME IMOCJIE HOBOCTH O HACHJIBCTBEHHOW CMeEpTH
pabounx Ha MpUKcKax, u bankanckue BoitHbI 1912 1 1913 ronos.

[Touyemy BcibIxHYT KOHGUIHKT mocie 3kcnancuu Poccun B Kurtait u Kopero?
Tpanc-Cubupckass Maructpanp crajga JBUraTeieM MPOMBIILIEHHOTO
Pa3BUTHS U UIMIIEPCKOrO pa3Maxa rocyJ1apcTBa.

Hanesice cnemate HoByto [ymy Oomee ycrymuuBoii, Ilerp Crombinun
M3MEHUJI 3aKOH O BBIOOpaX.

I'ona nocnenoBaBuue 3a pesontonueit 1905 roga ObuIM OTMEHEHBI Yepe1on
MOCJICIOBATEIHHBIX TPOTUBOPEYUBBIX COOBITHI.

3a HEeNMPUATHBIMU MyOJUKAIUAMH TOCJIEIOBAIM OBICTPhIE BOCHHBIE CYIbI,
KOTOpbI€ OOBUHUJIM COTHU JIIOJICH B MPHU3BIBE K MSTEKY U BIOCIEICTBUU

TBICSTYN M3 HUX OBUIH Ka3HCHBI.
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Ex.8. Make a brief report on one of the following topics, use the vocabulary
from the text.

- “Bloody Sunday”

- Achievements of 1905 Revolution

- Stolypin’s reforms.

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the following questions:
1) What was the political situation in Russia in the early of the 20" century?
2) What caused the outbreak of the war?

Read the text any try to understand its general content.

The First World War

The Russian Empire entered what became known as the First World War in
the summer of 1914 as a Great Power on the Eurasian continent; four years later,
the Russian Empire was no more. In its place was a Bolshevik rump state
surrounded by a ring of hostile powers who shared some loyalty to the values of
the Old Regime, or a conservative version of the Provisional Government. The
notable exception to this was Menshevik-dominated Georgia in Transcaucasia,
which pursued a moderate but socialist transformation of its society. Although all
the Central European dynastic empires (Austria-Hungary, the Ottomans, Germany
and Russia) failed to survive the suicidal war, what succeeded the Russian Empire,
namely, the Soviet socialist state, was unlike any other successor regime.

Many of the origins of that Soviet state, and the civil war that did so much
to shape it, can be traced to the preceding world war: new political techniques and
practices, the polarization of mass politics, the militarization of society and a social

revolution that brought to power a new set of elites determined to transform society
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even further while in the midst of mobilizing for its own war of self-defense against
domestic and foreign enemies. The war demanded unprecedented mobilization of
society and economy against formidable enemies to the west and south. The
industrial mobilization alone triggered ‘a crisis in growth — a modernization crisis
in thin disguise’. But the economic crisis, with its attendant dislocations and
disruptions, unfolded against the backdrop of an impressive societal recruitment;
the involvement of millions of subjects in the war effort raised demands for
political reform and exacerbated the crisis of the Old Regime.

The outbreak of war followed from the absence of any effective international
mechanisms for resolving interstate conflicts on the European continent after the
decline of the system of ‘balance of power’. Faced with new threats on its western
borders, Russia abandoned its traditional 19" century royalist alliance with
Germany and Austria-Hungary for a new set of relationships, the Triple Entente,
with the constitutional monarchy of Great Britain and republican France, in the
1890s. The immediate casus belli was an Austrian ultimatum to Serbia after the
assassination of the Habsburg heir, Archduke Francis Ferdinand, and his wife in
Sarajevo on 28 June 1914; Russia and Austria-Hungary were divided over other
issues of growing contention as well, particularly the fate of Austrian eastern
Galicia (today’s western Ukraine), where pre-war tensions involved several
sensational espionage trials and fears of annexation. Influential German elites, for
their part, developed plans to detach the western borderlands of the Russian Empire
and reduce their eastern rival to a medium-sized and non-threatening power.

(The Cambridge History of Russia, Imperial Russia, 1689 — 1917)

Ex. 1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions in the text

in Italic. Look them up in the dictionary if necessary.

Ex.2. Write out the key words from each part.

Ex.3. Do the following tasks based on the text B:

160



- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text orally.
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Lesson 16
Text A

Part |

Answer the following questions:
1) What was the political situation in Russia by 19177
2) Can you name principal causes of 1917 Revolution?

3) What were the results of this revolution?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Franz Ferdinand [freenz 'f3:d1 nand]
Michael [ 'maikal]
Petrograd [ 'petrograd]
Serbia [ 'sa:bio]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
Chaos [ 'keros]
Culmination [ kalmi nerfon]
Dissatisfactionn ['dis'saetis' faek on]
Front [frant]
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Legal [ 'li:gal]
Loyal [ 'lo1al]
Stability [sto bilrtr]
Stable [ 'steibl]

Study the following words and expressions:
Casualties, n [ 'ka3jultiz] — xepTBBI, mOTEpU
Conscript, n [ 'konskript] — mpu3siBHUK, HOBOOpaHe1
Looting, n [ 'lu:tip] — mapoaépcTBo, rpadexk
Lot, n [ lot] — macca, maprus
Muting, n, v [ ' mju:tig] — OyHT, B30yHTOBaThCS
To overthrow, v [ ouvo'Orou] — cBepraTth
Populace, n [ 'popjulas] — npoctoii Hapon
To retain, v [ ri'tein] — yaep:xathb, COXpaHUTh
Setback, n [ 'setbaek] — neynaua
Shortage, n ['fo:tid3] — HexBatka, qehuUT
To strip, v [ strip] — numars
To break out [ breik avt] — BcribIxuBath, pa3paxaTbcs
By no means [bar nau mi:nz] — HukouM 00pa3oM, HUKAK, HUCKOJIBKO
To cede the wishes [ si:d 01: 'wifiz] — ycTynaTh kelaHusm
Continual retreat [ kon tinjual 11'tri:t] — HepepbHIBHOE OTCTYIIICHUE
Cruel treatment [ krual "tri:tmont] — >kecTokoe oOparieHue
To go on strike [ gou on straik] — 6acToBaTh
Humiliating loss [hju: ‘miliettyy 1os] — yam3urensHas morepst
Ongoing resentment [ pngouIy 11 zentmont] — MOCTOSHHOE, HETIPEPHIBHOE
BO3MYIIIEHUE
To take the blame [ teik d1: blerm] — B3sTh BuHY

To turn into [ to:n 'mtu] — npeBpaTUTHCA B

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
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The Russian Revolution in 1917

The 1917 Russian Revolution was not one well organized event in which
Tsar Nicholas Il was overthrown and Lenin and the Bolsheviks took power. It was
a series of events that took place during 1917, which entailed two separate
revolutions in February and October, and which eventually plunged the country
into Civil War before leading to the founding of the Communist State.

Growing Unrest. The first major event of the Russian Revolution was the
February Revolution, which was a chaotic affair and the culmination of over a
century of civil and military unrest. The causes of this unrest of the common people
towards the Tsar and aristocratic landowners are too many and complicated to
neatly summarize, but key factors to consider were ongoing resentment at the cruel
treatment of peasants by patricians, poor working conditions experienced by city
workers in the fledgling industrial economy and a growing sense of political and
social awareness of the lower orders in general. Dissatisfaction of the proletarian
lot was further compounded by food shortages and military failures. In 1905 Russia
experienced humiliating losses in the Russo-Japanese war and, during a
demonstration against the war in the same year, Tsarist troops fired upon an
unarmed crowd — further dividing Nicholas Il from his people. Widespread strikes,
riots and the famous mutiny on the Battleship Potemkin ensued.

Such was the climate in 1905 in fact that Tsar Nicholas saw fit, against his
will, to cede the people their wishes. In his October Manifesto, Nicholas created
Russia's first constitution and the State Duma, an elected parliamentary body.
However, Nicholas's belief in his divine right to rule Russia meant that he spent
much of the following years fighting to undermine or strip the Duma of its powers
and to retain as much autocracy as possible.

When Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated by political activists in
Serbia in 1914, the Austro-Hungarian empire declared war on its neighbours.

Serbia turned to Russia for help. Tsar Nicholas Il saw a chance to galvanize his

164



people against a common enemy, and to atone for the humiliations suffered in the
Russo-Japanese war. It didn't quite work out however...

World War 1. In many ways Russia's disastrous participation in World War
| was the final blow to Tsarist rule. In the very first engagement with the Germans
(who had sided with the Austro-Hungarian Empire), the Battle of Tannenberg, the
Russian army was comprehensively beaten suffering 120,000 casualties to
Germany's 20,000. A continuing series of losses and setbacks meant that Nicholas
left St. Petersburg in the autumn of 1915 to take personal control of the army. By
this time Russia was sending conscripts and untrained troops to the front, with little
or no equipment and fighting in an almost continual retreat. In 1916 morale reached
an all time low as the pressure of waging the war fell hardest on proletarian
families, whose sons were being slaughtered at the front and who severe suffered
food and fuel shortages at home. The Tsar and the Imperial regime took the blame
as civil unrest heated up to boiling point.

The February Revolution (1917). On 23rd February 1917 the International
Women's Day Festival in St. Petersburg turned into a city-wide demonstration, as
exasperated women workers left factories to protest against food shortages. Men
soon joined them, and on the following day — encouraged by political and social
activists — the crowds had swelled and virtually every industry, shop and enterprise
had ceased to function as almost the entire populace went on strike.

Nicholas ordered the police and military to intervene, however the military
was no longer loyal to the Tsar and many mutinied or joined the people in
demonstrations. Fights broke out and the whole city was in chaos. On October 28™
over 80,000 troops mutinied from the army and looting and rioting was
widespread.

Faced with this untenable situation Tsar Nicholas abdicated his throne,
handing power to his brother Michael. However, Michael would not accept
leadership unless he was elected by the Duma. He resigned the following day,

leaving Russia without a head of state.
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The Provisional Government. After the abdication of the Romanovs a
Provisional Government was quickly formed by leading members of the Duma and
recognized internationally as Russia's legal government. It was to rule Russia until
elections could be held. However, its power was by no means absolute or stable.
The more radical Petrograd Soviet organization was a trade union of workers and
soldiers that wielded enormous influence. It favoured full-scale Socialism over
more moderate democratic reforms generally favoured by members of the
Provisional Government.

After centuries of Imperial rule Russia was consumed with political fervour,
but the many different factions, all touting different ideas, meant that political
stability was still a long way off directly after February Revolution.

(Studies in World History Volume 3 p 69-70 (Student): The Modern Age to

Present)

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) What were the causes of the February Revolution?
2) What was created in October, 1905? Why did Nicholas Il try to strip the
Duma of its power?
3) Why did the Austro-Hungarian empire declare war?
4) What was the final blow to Tsarist rule?
5) Why did Nicholas Il take personal control of the army?
6) How did the February Revolution begin?
7) What was ordered to the police and military?
8) Why did Nicholas Il have to abdicate?
9) What political body take the power? How long did it rule?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
To plunge the country into
Civil and military unrest

To summarize neatly

166



Social awareness
Disastrous participation
To wield enormous influence

Moderate reforms

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:
[ToBneus 3a coOOM PEBOTIOLNIO
3a0acToBKH, OECIIOPSAKU U MATEXK
OOBSIBUTH BOMHY
Cambl1ii nepBbIil 001
HeoOyueHHbie Boiicka
PaKTUYECKH, B CYIIIHOCTH
[upoko pacnpocTpaHeHHOE MapOEPCTBO U MAaCCOBbIE OECTIOPSAIKU

I[OCTI/I‘IB TOYKH KHUIICHH

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1) A lack of something that you need or want

2) A battle between armies

3) A refusal by a group to accept someone’s authority, especially a group of
soldiers or sailors

4) To avoid a dangerous, unpleasant or embarrassing situation, especially by
moving away from it

5) Someone who has been made to join armed forces

6) Soldiers on duty in a large group

Ex.5. Give your own definitions to the following words:
Construction
To overthrow
Riot

Provisional government
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Autocracy
Elections

Casualties

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if

necessary:
Verb Noun Adjective
summarize
experience
- disastrous
consider
satisfaction
abdicate
participation
leadership

Ex.7. Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in their correct form.

Translate the sentences into Russian:

revolt break out riot Provisional Government overthrow

abdicate loss authority

1) There were two revolutions, the first of which in February the

imperial government and the second in October placed the Bolsheviks in

power.

2) over the scarcity of food in the capital,

Petrograd on February 24.
3) Ill-equipped and poorly led Russian armies suffered catastrophic
In campaign against German armies.

4) When most of the Petrograd garrison joined , Tsar Nicholas

Il was forced
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5)

The Soviet soon proved that it had greater than

which sought to continue Russia’s

participation in the war.

Ex.8. Translate from Russian into English:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Ex.9.

Psin coObiTHii, npon3omeamux Ha npotsbkeHuu 1917 rona, noBiék 3a codou
nBe peBoitoruu — OeBpanbekyro U OKTAOPHCKYIO.

[TocTosIHHOE HEAOBOJBCTBO JKECTOKMM OOpAILEHUEM C KPECThsIHAMH,
HEY/IOBJIETBOPUTENIbHBIE YCIIOBUSA pabdOThl M BO3pACTAIOIIEEe YYBCTBO
NOJINTUYECKOIO0  OCMBICHEHUS]  SIBWJIMCh  KIIOYEBBIMH  (haKTOpamu
OeCIOpsIIKOB.

Kto 6511 yout B Cepbuu B 1914 rony u KakoBbl ObLIH MOCIEICTBUS 3TOTO
youiicTBa?

beckoneunas yepena Heyaad ¥ MOTEpPhb MpUBETA K TOMY, YTO OceHbto 1915
rona Hukomnait |l mokunyn [lerepOypr u npuHsI KOMaHAOBaHHE apMUEH Ha
ceost.

Ha ¢ponT oTnpasisin HOBOOpaHIEB U HEOOYUCHHBIE BOMCKA 0€3 JI0KHOM
HKUMUPOBKHU, YTO MPUBEJIO K HEMPEPHIBHOMY OTCTYTICHHUIO.

[{app mpukaszan NOJUIMKA U BOCHHBIM BMEIIATHCS, TAK KaK B TOPOJIE TAPHII
Xa0c, MapoJEPCTBO M MAacCOBBIE OECHOPSAKH ObUIM PACTIPOCTPaHEHHBIM

SABJICHHUCM.

Make a brief report on one of the following topics:
Causes of the World War |
The February revolution

The Provisional Government

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the following questions:
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1) What events influenced the abdication of Nicholas I1?

2) What consequences did his abdication have?

Read the text, consult a dictionary if necessary:

The Abdication of Nicholas 11 (1917)

Nicholas Il signed his abdication on March 15, 1917 (March 2, Julian
Calendar) at 3:05 PM. The document was counter-signed by the Minister of the
Imperial Court and directed to the Chief of Staff.

In the days of the great struggle against the external enemy, who has striven
for nearly three years to enslave our homeland, the Lord God has willed to subject
Russia to yet another heavy trial. The popular disturbances which have broken out
threaten to have a calamitous effect on the further conduct of the hard-fought war.
The fate of Russia, the honor of our heroic army, the welfare of the people and the
whole future of our beloved Fatherland demand that the war be brought to a
victorious conclusion. The cruel foe exerts his last efforts, and the time is near
when our valiant army, together with our glorious allies will decisively overcome
him. In these decisive days in Russia's life, we have deemed it our duty in
conscience to OUR nation to draw closer together and to unite all national forces
for the speediest attainment of victory. In agreement with the State Duma we have
acknowledged it as beneficial to renounce the throne of the Russian state and lay
down Supreme authority. Not wishing to separate ourselves from OUR beloved
SON, WE hand over OUR succession to OUR Brother, the Grand Duke MICHAEL
ALEKSANDROVICH, and give Him OUR blessing to ascend the throne of the
Russian State. We command OUR Brother to conduct the affairs of state in
complete and inviolable union with the representatives of the nation in the
legislative institutions on such principles as they will be established, and to swear
to this an inviolate oath. In the name of OUR deeply beloved homeland, WE call
on all true sons of the Fatherland to fulfill their sacred duty to the It by obeying the

Tsar in the difficult moment of national trials, and to help HIM, together with the
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representatives of the people, lead the Russian State to victory, prosperity, and
glory. May the Lord God help Russia!

Pskov, 2 March 1917

15 hours 5 minutes

Nicholas

(http://www.historyguide.org/europe/abdication.html)

Ex.1. Write down Russian equivalents for the words and expressions in cursive.

Consult a dictionary if necessary.

Ex.2. Write out the key words from each part.

Ex.3. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text in writing.
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Lesson 17
Text A

Part 11

Answer the following questions:

1) Where did Lenin’s preparation for the revolution take place?

2) Was he a popular political figure in Russia?

Study the pronunciation of the following proper names:
Finland [ finlond]
Kerensky [kerenski]
Leon Trotsky [lion "trotski:]
Petrograd [ 'petrou graed]

Switzerland [ switsalond]

Guess the meaning of the following words:
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Campaign [kaem pein]
Constant [ 'konstont]
Cooperation [kouppo re1fn]
Dissident [ disidnt]
Ideology [a1d1 olod31]
Putsch [pot/]

Thesis [ '01:s15]

Study the following words and expressions:
Ascendancy, n [9'sendonsi] — rocioJicTBO
Bloodshed, n [ 'bladfed] — kpoBonponuTue
To condemn, v [kon'dem] — ocyxnathb
Dictatorship, n [dik 'tertor [ip] — qukTarypa
To negotiate, v [ ni'goufiert] — moroBapuBaThcs, BECTH IEPErOBOPHI
Plot, n [plot] — 3aroBop
Poverty, n [ poveti] — 6e1HOCTb, HUIIIETA
To quell, v [kwel] — momaButh
To replace, v [r1'plers] — 3amensTs, 3ameniaTh
To surrender, v [sa'renda] — cnaBaThes
To appeal to smb for smth [o'pi:l] — oGpamiarbest k kKomMy-M00 3a YeM-THO0
To be accused of [bi: a'kju:zd ov ] — GbITE OOBHHEHHBIM B YeM-JTHOO
To be in collusion [bi: m ko'lu:zon] — 66ITE B croBOpe
To go ahead [gou 9 hed] — mpomomxkars
To take advantage of [teik od ' va:ntid3 ov] — Bocmomb30BaThCs
To take place [teik plers] — umers MecTo, TPOUCXOIUTH
Uncompromising stance [an'kompromaizin Stens] — HenpekiIoHHas

O3NS

Read and translate the text using a dictionary if necessary:
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The end of the Russian Empire

One person keen to take advantage of the chaotic state of affairs in St.
Petersburg was Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov. Lenin had spent most of the 20th century
travelling and working and campaigning in Europe — partly out of fear for his own
safety, as he was known Socialist and enemy of the Tsarist regime. However, with
the Tsar under arrest and Russian politics in chaos, Lenin saw the opportunity to
lead his party, the Bolsheviks, to power. From his home in Switzerland, he
negotiated a return to Russia with the help of German authorities.

Lenin's return in April of 1917 was greeted by the Russian populace, as well
as by many leading political figures, with great rapture and applause. However, far
from uniting the fractious parties, he immediately condemned the policies and
ideologies of both the Provisional Government and the Petrograd Soviet. In his
April Theses, published in the Bolshevik newspaper Pravda, he advocated non-co-
operation with the liberals and an immediate end to the war.

At first his uncompromising stance served to isolate Lenin and the
Bolsheviks, however with powerful slogans like 'Peace, land and bread," Lenin
begin to win the hearts of the Russian people — who were increasingly unable to
stomach war and poverty.

(https://www.local-life.com/st-petersburg/articles/1917-russian-revolution)

Summer of 1917
During the summer of 1917 Lenin made several attempts to invoke another
revolution the likes of which had taken place in February, with the aim of
overthrowing the Provisional Government. When the Machine Gun Regiment
refused to leave Petrograd for the frontline Lenin sought to maneuver them instead
into making a putsch. However, Kerensky, arguably the most important figure of
the time — a member of both the Provisional Government and Petrograd Soviet —

adeptly thwarted the coup. Experienced troops arrived in the city to quell any

174


https://www.local-life.com/st-petersburg/articles/1917-russian-revolution

dissidents and the Bolsheviks were accused of being in collusion with the Germans.
Many were arrested whilst Lenin escaped to Finland.

Despite this PR disaster Lenin continued plotting and scheming. Meanwhile
Kerensky suffered his own political setbacks and even had to appeal to the
Bolsheviks for military aid when he feared his Minister of War, Kornilov, was
aiming for a military dictatorship. By autumn the Bolsheviks were climbing into
the ascendency, winning majority votes within the Petrograd and Moscow Soviets.

Leon Trotsky was elected as president of the former.

The October Revolution

(Nb. By the Julian Calendar used in Russia at the time, the revolution took
place in November 1917, and is therefore often referred to as the November
Revolution)

With Russian politics still in a state of constant flux Lenin realized that now
was the time to capitalize on his party's popularity. He planned a coup d’état that
would overthrow the increasingly ineffective Provisional Government and replace
them with the Bolsheviks. On October 10" he held a famous meeting with twelve
party leaders, and tried to persuade them that a revolution was required. Despite
receiving the backing of only 10 of them plotting went ahead.

October 24" was the date decided upon, and on that day troops loyal to the
Bolsheviks took up crucial positions in the city, such as the main telephone and
telegraph offices, banks, railroad stations, post offices, and major bridges. Guards
commissioned by the Provisional Government, who had got wind of the plot, fled
or surrendered without a fight. By the 25" October every key building in St.
Petersburg was under Bolshevik control, except the Winter Palace where Kerensky
and the other Ministers were holed up with a small guard.

At 0900 of that day Kerensky fled the Palace by car, never to return to
Russia. On the 26™ the Palace was taken with barely a shot fired, and Lenin's
October Revolution had been achieved with the bare minimum of drama or
bloodshed.
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Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
1) How long time did Lenin spend out of Russia? Why?
2) Why did he decide to return?
3) What were the consequences of his arrival?
4) Why was Lenin popular among the populace?
5) What was Lenin’s aim in summer 19177
6) What was Kerensky’s role at that time?
7) Why did Kerensky have to appeal to the Bolsheviks?
8) How did events develop in October?
9) What happened on October, 24?

10) How did the Bolsheviks come to power?

Ex.2. Give Russian equivalents to these expressions:
To advocate cooperation
To stomach war
Machine gun regiment
Whilst
Scheming
To refer to
To flee

Ex.3. Give English equivalents to these words and expressions:
CocrosiHue nen
C 60Jb1IMM BOCTOPrOM U 0A00pEHUEM
Heuto nogo0OHoe
HckycHo Memars, pa3pyiarb
[TocTosiHHast cMeHa

Bce Oosbliie 1 0obIie
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3aHATH KIIFOUEBBIC IIO3UILINN

Ex.4. Guess what words from the text are meant by these definitions:

1) Asecret plan made by several people to do something that is wrong, harmful
or not legal, specially to do damage to a person or a government

2) Government by someone who takes power by force and does not allow
elections

3) To criticize something or someone strongly, usually for moral reasons

4) Killing and violence

5) The condition of being extremely poor

6) A position of power, strength or success

7) To escape by running away, especially because of danger or fear

Ex.5. Give your definitions to the following words:
Cooperation
Slogan
To quell
To surrender
Dissident
Majority
Bridge

Ex.6. Complete the table with the forms of the words given. Use a dictionary if
necessary:

Verb Noun Adjective
able
negotiate 1.
2.
safety
require
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accused

cooperation

decide

Ex.7. Insert the words and phrases given into the sentences in their correct form.

Translate the sentences into Russian:

Plot

uprising quell troops coup (2) support

Provisional Government

1)

2)

3)

4)

Kerensky became head of in July and put down a

attempted by army commander-in-chief Lavr Kornilov.

According to some historians, Kerensky may initially

with Kornilov in the hope of gaining control over the

Petrograd Soviet.
By autumn the Bolshevik program of “Peace, land and bread” had won the

party considerable among the hungry urban

workers and soldiers, who were already deserting from the ranks in large
numbers.
On October 24-25 (November 6-7) the Bolsheviks and Left Socialist

Revolutionaries staged a nearly bloodless :

occupying government buildings, telegraph stations and other strategic
points. On March 11 the of the Petrograd army

garrison were called out

Ex.8. Translate from Russian into English:

1) Jlenun moroBopuics o Bo3BpamieHHH B Poccuro u3 IlIBeiinapun mnpu

IIOMOIIN HCMCIKHX BJIACTEH.

2) Tlpoctoii Hapoa ObLT BCe 0OJbIIEe M OONBIIC HE B COCTOSHHUM BBIHOCHTH

HHUIOCTY U TATOTBI BOMHEI.
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3) BosblieBUKOB OOBHHHIIM B CroBOpEe C Hemilamu, rmoatomy B IleTporpan
PUOBLITN BOMCKA, YTOOBI MOJABUTH JTIO0YIO TIOMBITKY MSTEXA.

4) Tlouemy Kepenckuii oOpatmiics K OOJBIICBIKAM 332 BOCHHOH ITOMOIIBIO?

5) JlenuH IUTAaHUPOBAJ TIEPEBOPOT, KOTOPBIA CBEPr OBl HECOCTOSTEIHLHOEC
BPEMEHHOE MPABUTEIIHCTBO, YTOOBI 3aMEHHUTH €r0 OOJIBIIIEBUKAMHU.

6) BoJbIICBUKY M MX COIO3HUKH 3aHSUIN MPABUTEIILCTBEHHBIC 3/IaHUS U IPYTHE
cTparerndeckue o0bekThl B [leTporpame u Bckope chopMupoBai HOBOE

IMPpaBUTCIBLCTBO BO I'JIaBC C JIGHUHBIM.

Ex.9. Divide into two groups — pro and con — to discuss the following point:
“1917 Russian Revolution”. Prepare your arguments for and against the

revolution. Use the active vocabulary from both parts of the text.

Text B

Before reading the text, answer the questions:
1) What do you think were the reasons of the Provisional Government coming
into being?

2) What was going to be done by the Provisional Government?

Read the following text quickly without a dictionary for the gist:

The Provisional Government
The Provisional Government came into being on March 14th 1917. Based in
the capital, Petrograd, the Provisional Government was first led by Rodzyanko and
was formed in response to the fear that the old tsarist government in Petrograd
would call in frontline troops to put down the rebellion that had occurred in the
city. (1) <...>. Government ministers had sworn an oath of loyalty to Nicholas.

Now that the royal family was no longer in existence, these men had no authority.
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The Provisional Government was to last for 8 months. It was immediately
recognized as the legitimate government of Russia by the Allies — not necessarily
because they approved of the collapse of the Romanovs, but because they needed
the Russians to keep open the Eastern Front so that the German Army was split
and thus weakened. (2) <...> ..

Within Russia, the Provisional Government ‘inherited’ a dire situation. The
Duma had always been a chamber for discussion but it had never been in a position
to make policy and then carry it out. The old established props of the tsarist regime,
such as the civil service, crumbled away. (3) <...> .. Laws were passed that seem
to promise a new era for Russia — universal suffrage was introduced, Poland was
given its independence, all people were declared equal and all government officials
had to be elected by the people. But none of these got to grips with the immediate
problems that Russia was experiencing and the leaders of the Provisional
Government argued amongst themselves as to the way ahead.

This lack of unity led to Rodzyanko resigning. Prince Lvov replaced him.
Lvov clashed with Kerensky over the issue of land being given to the peasants and
he resigned in May. Kerensky became leader of the Provisional Government in
July.

By now, Lenin had returned to Petrograd. (4) <...>. Lenin called for land
to be given to the peasants, an end to the war, complete power to the soviets and
bread for the workers in the cities.

Kerensky offered the people of Russia continued participation in the war and
no land deals for the peasants. (5) <...>. The rise in their power could only be at
the expense of Kerensky’s power. In a last ditch effort to save his position and
weaken that of Lenin’s, Kerensky issued a decree that called for an election to a
constituent assembly, which would meet in January 1918. Lenin had no guarantee
that the Bolsheviks would win this election. This pushed him into seizing power in
November.

(https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-

1980/russia-1900-to-1939/the-provisional-government/)

180


https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-1980/russia-1900-to-1939/the-provisional-government/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-1980/russia-1900-to-1939/the-provisional-government/

Ex.1. These sentences have been removed from the text. Choose one of the
sentences a-e which best fits each gap 1 - 5.
a. Though the Bolsheviks were not the biggest political party in Petrograd,
they had a leader who had a very clear idea as to what was needed.
b. The Provisional Government kept Russia in the war — this was to be a huge
error of judgment.
c. In September, the Bolsheviks won a majority on the Petrograd Soviet.
d. When Grand Duke Michael refused to take on the crown after the abdication
of Nicholas I, the Provisional Government became the de facto government
in Russia.

e. The Provisional Government had a few competent people in it but not many.

Ex.2. Write out the key words from each part.

Ex.3. Do the following tasks based on the text B:
- divide the text into logical parts
- give a title to each part
- summarize the contents of each part in 2 — 3 sentences

- give the summary of the text orally.
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Texts for additional reading

Peter the Great

Peter I, the Great (1672 — 1725), consolidated autocracy in Russia and
brought his country into the European state system. From its modest beginnings in
the 14" century principality of Moscow, Russia had become the largest state in the
world by Peter's time. Three times the size of Europe, it spanned the Eurasian
landmass from the Baltic Sea to the Pacific Ocean. Much of its expansion had taken
place in the 17" century, culminating in the first Russian settlement of the Pacific
in the mid-17" century, the reconquest of Kiev, and the pacification of the Siberian
tribes.

However, this vast land had a population of only 14 million. Grain yields
trailed those of agriculture in the West, compelling almost the entire population to
farm. Only a small fraction of the population lived in the towns. Peter was deeply
impressed by the advanced technology, warcraft, and statecraft of the West. He
studied Western tactics and fortifications and built a strong army of 300,000 made
up of his own subjects, whom he conscripted for life. In 1697 — 1698, he became
the first Russian prince to ever visit the West, where he and his entourage made a
deep impression. In celebration, Peter assumed the title of emperor as well as tsar,
and Muscovy officially became the Russian Empire in 1721.

Peter's first military efforts were directed against the Ottoman Turks. His
attention then turned to the north. Peter still lacked a secure northern seaport except
at Archangel on the White Sea, whose harbour was frozen nine months a year.
Access to the Baltic was blocked by Sweden, whose territory enclosed it on three
sides. Peter's ambitions for a "window to the sea" led him in 1699 to make a secret
alliance with the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and Denmark against Sweden,
resulting in the Great Northern War. The war ended in 1721 when an exhausted
Sweden sued for peace with Russia. Peter acquired four provinces situated south

and east of the Gulf of Finland, thus securing his coveted access to the sea. There
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he built Russia's new capital, St. Petersburg, as a "window opened upon Europe”
to replace Moscow, long Russia's cultural centre.

The strains of Peter's military expeditions produced another revolt. Invoking
the name of populist rebel Stenka Razin, another Cossack chieftain Kondraty
Bulavin raised a revolt, ultimately crushed.

Peter reorganized his government on the latest Western models, molding
Russia into an absolutist state. He replaced the old boyar Duma (council of nobles)
with a nine-member senate, in effect a supreme council of state. The countryside
was also divided into new provinces and districts. Peter told the senate that its
mission was to collect tax revenues. In turn tax revenues tripled over the course of
his reign. As part of the government reform, the Orthodox Church was partially
incorporated into the country's administrative structure, in effect making it a tool
of the state. Peter abolished the patriarchate and replaced it with a collective body,
the Holy Synod, led by a lay government official. Meanwhile, all vestiges of local
self-government were removed, and Peter continued and intensified his
predecessors' requirement of state service for all nobles.

Peter died in 1725, leaving an unsettled succession and an exhausted realm.
His reign raised questions about Russia's backwardness, its relationship to the
West, the appropriateness of reform from above, and other fundamental problems
that have confronted many of Russia's subsequent rulers. Nevertheless, he had
created the foundations of a modern state and made Russia a permanent part of

Europe.

Peter’s Foreign Policy
Peter’s dreams and Russia’s new position demanded not only a better army
and navy, it demanded a new diplomatic corps. Most of all this meant permanent
Russian ambassadors outside of Russia. Before Peter, the Ambassadorial Office
had been one of the most sophisticated of Russian offices, maintaining detailed
records of embassies and negotiations and a broad service of news collecting.

European newsletters were obtained in large numbers and translated into Russian
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to be read in the boyar duma on a regular basis. Russian culture changed rapidly
after about 1650, with knowledge of Polish and Latin spreading among the elite
and much geographic knowledge in translation as well. In Moscow by the 1690s
the Polish ambassador was part of a group that included emissaries from the
Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark and the Holy Roman Emperor, but Russia sent out
permanent ambassadors only from 1699. The first two were Andrei Matveev
(1699) to the Netherlands and Prince Petr Golitsyn to Vienna (1701). These were
men with knowledge of Latin, and some reading on European states, and they also
brought their wives and servants. The new diplomats were men of considerable
learning, as Matveev’s writings and library demonstrate. Prince Boris Kurakin, his
successor in the Hague and later ambassador to other countries, spoke Italian best
of all, a language he learned in Venice. Peter sent him there in 1697 to learn
languages and navigation, and he seems to have passed his navigation tests, but
learned his Italian also from the famous Venetian courtesans.

Most of the Russian ambassadors were indeed great aristocrats (Matveev the
exception here). Peter also found foreigners to serve him in this capacity, the
unfortunate Patkul but also James Bruce, Heinrich Ostermann. At the centre of this
network in Russia was Gavriil Ivanovich Golovkin. His second in command was
Petr Pavlovich Shafirov, the son of a converted Jew brought to Moscow in the
1650s. It was their administrative and other talents that kept them where they were,
not aristocratic origins or court alliances. They were, however, what Peter needed,
knowledgeable executors of his will, good organizers of diplomacy, not policy-
makers.

Peter was the policy-maker. In the early years of the reign, Gordon and Lefort
seem to have exerted their influence to encourage Peter to return to war with the
Ottomans, and after their death the rise of Golovin and Menshikov similarly
reflected the new foreign policy. Golovin died in 1706, and by the time of Poltava
Peter seems to have made his foreign policy with much consultation with his
favourites, but less with the aristocracy. Menshikov certainly had opinions, and as

Peter’s commander in Germany in 1713 made decisions on his own that Peter did
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not like, but they were not major changes of direction, and Peter reversed them.
Later on there is no information to suggest that Prince V. V. Dolgorukiy in his time
of favour (1709 — 18) or laguzhinskiy, a favourite from about 1710 onwards had
any consistent vision of foreign policy or influence over it. The basic factional
breakdown at court after 1709 was about the position of the aristocracy, pitting the
Dolgorukiys and their allies against Menshikov and his. Legends aside, Peter was
not a monarch who refused to consult his ministers and generals, like Charles XII.
On campaign he regularly held councils of war and seems to have generally gone
with the majority, even when he had doubts, as in the decision not to invade
Sweden from Denmark in 1716. Yet his foreign policy was his own, made with the
technical assistance of Golovkin, Shafirov, the diplomats and the generals, but not

with the great men of the court.

Ruling the Empire (1725 — 1825)

Nearly forty years were to pass before a comparably ambitious and ruthless
ruler appeared on the Russian throne. Catherine Il, the Great, was a German
princess who married the Russian heir to the crown. Finding him an incompetent
moron, Catherine tacitly consented to his murder. It was announced that he had
died of "apoplexy"”, and in 1762 she became ruler.

Catherine contributed to the resurgence of the Russian nobility that began
after the death of Peter the Great. State service had been abolished, and Catherine
delighted the nobles further by turning over most government functions in the
provinces to them.

Catherine extended Russian political control over the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth with actions including the support of the Targowica confederation,
although the cost of her campaigns, on top of the oppressive social system that
required lords' serfs to spend almost all of their time labouring on the lords' land,
provoked a major peasant uprising in 1773, after Catherine legalized the selling of
serfs separate from land. Inspired by another Cossack named Pugachev, the rebels

threatened to take Moscow but they were ruthlessly suppressed. Catherine had
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Pugachev drawn and quartered in Red Square, but the spectre of revolution
continued to haunt her and her successors.

While suppressing the Russian peasantry, Catherine successfully waged war
against the decaying Ottoman Empire and advanced Russia's southern boundary to
the Black Sea. Then, by plotting with the rulers of Austria and Prussia, she annexed
half of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth during the Partitions of Poland and
pushed the Russian frontier westward into Central Europe. By the time of her death
in 1796, Catherine's expansionist policy had made Russia into a major European
power. This continued with Alexander I's annexation of Finland from the
weakened kingdom of Sweden in1809.

Napoleon made a major misstep when he invaded Russia after a dispute
with Tsar Alexander | and launched an invasion of the tsar's realm in 1812. The
campaign was a catastrophe. Although Napoleon's Grand Army made its way to
Moscow, the Russians' scorched-earth strategy prevented the invaders from living
off the country. In the bitterly cold Russian weather, thousands of French troops
died in the snow. Although the Russian Empire would play a leading political role
in the next century, secured by its defeat of Napoleonic France, its retention of
serfdom precluded economic progress of any significant degree. As West
European economic growth accelerated during the Industrial Revolution, which
had begun in the second half of the 18th century, Russia began to lag ever farther

behind, creating new problems for the empire as a great power.

Nationalities before Peter
When Peter the Great came to the throne, the Russian Empire already
stretched from the White Sea and Pskov in the west all the way to the Pacific
Ocean. While some small Finnic tribes lived in Muscovite territory from an early
date, the real beginning of Russia as a multinational empire can be dated rather
precisely in the years 1552 — 1556. At this point Ivan IV (‘the terrible’) seized the
Volga khanates of Kazan and Astrakhan, bringing at a stroke thousands of Muslim

Tatars under Muscovite rule. The conquest of Kazan and Astrakhan also opened
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the way for further Russian expansion to the east, into Siberia. On the whole,
Moscow allowed the Tatar elite to retain its status and property demanding,
however, loyalty to the Russian centre. Only in the eighteenth century did Peter
and, with less consistency, his successors press Muslim landowners to accept
Russian Orthodoxy or give up their estates. Here again the key issue was not
ethnicity or national culture but religion. The baptized Tatar landowners did not
soon give up their ethnic and cultural distinctiveness.

Having gained power over the Volga Muslim khanates but stymied in their
attempts to seize territory to the west and south, the natural direction of expansion
lay to the east. To be sure, Russian traders — in particular the Stroganov family —
had even earlier ventured beyond the Urals, but consistent exploration leading to
permanent territorial claims began only in the late sixteenth century. Conquest of
Siberia is usually connected with the Stroganov family and in particular the
Cossack commander in their employ, Ermak, who helped defeat the Muslim
overlords of western Siberia in the 1580s, opening the way to Russian conquest of
the entire sparsely-populated expanse of territory between the Ural Mountains and
the Pacific. The city of Tobolsk was founded in 1587, Tomsk in 1604 and Okhotsk
on the Pacific Ocean in 1648. Russian expansion over this huge area proceeded
slowly but without encountering serious obstacles. The local peoples, a hugely
various collection of linguistic, cultural and religious groups, were seldom in a
position to oppose the better-armed and organized Russians. Nor did Russian rule
particularly impinge on their everyday lives. On the whole, Moscow had no
particular interest in direct rule, but was ruthless in enforcing a tribute paid in furs,
the yasak. Certain groups, most notably the nomadic Kalmyks, did oppose
accepting Muscovite rule (and the yasak), but their raids could not prevent the
steady Russian march to the east over the seventeenth century. This process of
territorial expansion was capped by the Treaty of Nerchinsk in 1689, which set

down the Sino-Russian border that would not change for nearly two centuries.

Era of Palace Revolutions
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The early post-Petrine era exhibited clear elements of the continuity of
Peter’s policy in foreign affairs.1 The most significant such element was the
continuation of Russian policy in the experienced hands of Vice-Chancellor Andrei
Ostermann. In the circumstances, Ostermann defined Russian policy naturally by
forming an Austrian alliance hostile to France.

As the name of the period suggests, discontinuity and volatility were as
conspicuous features of the time as was continuity. Ostermann, having served as
foreign minister during four transient reigns since 1725, was unseated by a web of
intrigues culminating in the palace coup of Elizabeth Petrovna in November 1741.
Elizabeth brought a semblance of stability to the throne, and she appointed Alexis
P. Bestuzhev-Riumin to the office of vice-chancellor and the duties of foreign
minister.

The first challenge to the European order of the time came from the youthful
new king of Prussia, Frederick Il, who seized the opportunity of the death of
Emperor Charles VI in May 1740 to invade and conquer the rich Habsburg
province of Silesia, thus precipitating the War of Austrian Succession. Europe at
once divided into its two traditional warring camps, Prussia and France against
Austria and Britain, and Bestuzhev continued the spirit of Ostermann’s policy in
the form of the Austrian alliance. Thus, he naturally listed Prussia among Russia’s
enemies and Austrian ally Britain among Russia’s friends. The bulk of Bestuzhev’s
activity during this war consisted not of genuine foreign policy, however, but rather
of combating the plethora of intrigues mounted by the foreign powers in St
Petersburg for the favours of Russian diplomatic and military assistance. In
particular, a strong and well-financed French party appealed with some success to
the sentiments of Empress Elizabeth, who had as a child entertained romantic
illusions, fostered by Peter I, of marrying Louis XV of France. Bestuzhev
succeeded in maintaining an independent Russian policy, but the intrigue and
counter-intrigue confined that policy largely to an awkward neutrality such that
Russia took little part in the war and none in the peace settlement. The only power

to profit by the war was Prussia, which maintained its conquest of Silesia.
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Frederick fought with characteristic genius, exploiting the opportunities that
ramshackle coalitions always provide their enemies, but it was an awesome and
daunting challenge that he confronted. The Russian army in particular
administered him damaging defeats. The Russians occupied Konigsberg and East
Prussia in 1758 and Berlin in 1760. Frederick despaired of victory and actually
sought an honourable death fighting in the front lines of battle. He was saved,
however, by fortunes beyond his influence.

The heir to the Russian throne was Elizabeth’s nephew, Grand Duke Peter,
Duke of Holstein, an enthusiastic admirer of Frederick. The commanders of the
Russian armies all dreaded the consequences of dealing to Frederick’s armies a
death-blow only to discover on the morrow the demise of Elizabeth, who was well
known to be aged and ailing, and the accession to the Russian throne of Frederick’s
protector, Peter I11. Hence, they refused to press their campaign with the customary
vigour and opportunism. Peter 11l left the coalition and offered Frederick both
peace and an alliance. Peter was himself, however, one of those royal transients of
the era of palace revolutions. He ruled a mere half year before being overturned
and murdered. In the Peace of Hubertusburg, Frederick retained Silesia, and Russia
acquired nothing.

Russian foreign policy of the era of palace revolutions, then, had cost the

country a good deal and gained it little but unrealized potential influence.

Russian Military Campaign in the Swiss Alps

On September 24, 1799, Russian units under the command of Russia’s
military genius, Aleksandr Suvorov, broke through the Saint Gotthard pass
following three days of bloody battles, part of their legendary 190-mile march over
the Swiss Alps. This operation was undertaken as part of the Napoleonic wars in
Europe, becoming one of the most heroic, and tragic pages, in Russian military
history.

As Napoleon was advancing deeper into European territory in 1799, Austria,

a coalition partner, requested Aleksandr Suvorov be named Supreme Commander

189


http://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/military/aleksandr-suvorov/

for a united military operation in Northern Italy, which Suvorov accepted with
enthusiasm as he took command in February. However, Suvorov's success aroused
Austrian fears for their position in Italy. As early as July, Austria and Great Britain
pressed Pavel |, the Russian Emperor, to send Suvorov and his army into
Switzerland to back up depleted Austrian regiments.

To effectively undertake the Swiss offensive, Suvorov had to reunite with
troops commanded by General Rimsky-Korsakov. Suvorov, worried about
Rimsky-Korsakov’s units, abandoned by retreating Austrians and left to fight one-
on-one against a stronger and well-armed French army, he chose the fastest, yet
most difficult route to Switzerland, that is, a march through a series of ridges in the
Swiss Alps.

At the town of Taverna, Suvorov learned that ammunition and supplies
promised by his Austrian allies had not been delivered. Such mishaps cost
Suvorov’s army five days of advancing, which was fatal for the ultimate outcome
of the campaign, robbing the army of the advantage of spontaneity. On 21
September, Suvorov's troops reached the Saint Gotthard Pass, the fastest means
through the most difficult route through the Alps. Suvorov sent General Rosenberg
to outflank the French position as he attacked it directly and, on 24 September after
three attacks, the Russians broke, though 2000 soldiers lost their lives in the battle.

This is how Suvorov described the battle in his report to Emperor Pavel.
“Every step in this realm of horror resembled open graves, ready to swallow... It
was there that Mount Saint Gotthard appeared before our eyes — this mighty
colossus, higher than the drifting thunder clouds, and the other one, aspiring to it,
Fogelberg. All dangers and hardships were overcome and, even confronted by the
forces of nature, the bravery of the warriors who appeared suddenly on this site
defeated the foe, nestling in the holes and inaccessible and advantageous
locations... The troops of Your Imperial Majesty passed through the mountain
cave, Lucerne-Lach, and occupied the Devil’s Bridge — a creation of mischievous
nature and two mountains. It was destroyed by the enemy. But it didn’t stop the

victors. The logs were tied together with the officers’ scarves, and they ran down
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these logs, descending from the tops and, reaching the enemy, defeated him
everywhere.”

After a series of bloody battles, with almost no food supplies left and amidst
heavy snow storms, what was left of Suvorov’s army finally reached safety.
Shortly before, Suvorov learned that the Russian regiments of Rimsky-Korsakov,
abandoned by the Austrian allies, were defeated in Zurich on September 26.

As soon as Russian Emperor Pavel saw the united actions with such allies
as Austrians had proved tragically ineffective, he called Suvorov and what was left
of his army back to Russia. For this operation, Suvorov was promoted to
Generalissimo. At the Saint Gotthard Pass a monument has been erected to honor
the bravery of the Russian Army, and annual celebrations take place to

commemorate the great event.

Reforms Under Alexander |

During the period of the Napoleonic wars Russia gained two important new
provinces on its western frontier. The first, Finland, was annexed from Sweden in
1808/9. Already during Peter’s Great Northern Wars there had been talk of
incorporating Finland into the empire as had been done with the Baltic provinces.
But actually, annexation took place in the context of the Peace of Tilsit (1807)
which allowed Alexander | to invade and occupy Finland. Finland became a part
of the Russian Empire, but as a highly autonomous province with its own laws,
currency and legislature. Later Finnish jurists were to argue that the Grand Duchy
of Finland, as it was now styled, was linked with the Russian Empire only through
the person of the Tsar who was ex officio the Grand Duke of Finland. While such
an interpretation certainly overstates the province’s autonomy, it is clear that
Russia respected local rights — at least to the last decades of the century — and in
so doing created a space for Finnish national institutions to develop. The only other
major territorial acquisition of this period was Bessarabia, bordering on Ottoman

territory (now Romania) in the south. The initially granted autonomy here did not
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last long. After 1828 Bessarabia was administered, with minor exceptions, like
other ‘Russian’ provinces.

In the early morning hours of 12 June 1812 Napoleon’s Grande Army
crossed the Niemen (Nemunas) River into Russia, taking St Petersburg by surprise.
Days later Napoleon entered Vilnius (Wilno) where the city’s Polish residents
welcomed him. As is well known, by September Napoleon’s armies had advanced
all the way to central Russia where they took Moscow — but without the city’s
occupants. The ‘Great Fatherland War’ of 1812 became a central myth in the
Russian national pantheon, as novels like War and Peace and Tchaikovsky’s ‘1812
Overture’ testify. Napoleon’s stay in Moscow was short, his army’s retreat painful
and humiliating, and in early 1814 Russian troops entered Paris, where they stayed
rather longer than the Grande Army in Russia. But more important than the military
episode itself was its aftermath, in particular the creation of the Kingdom of Poland
at the Congress of Vienna (1815).

From the start, the Kingdom of Poland was a rather peculiar entity. Napoleon
had created a ‘Grand Duchy of Warsaw’ out of Polish lands previously seized by
Prussia and Austria; now this ‘Grand Duchy’, stripped of Poznania to the west and
Krakow to the south, was handed over to Russia at the Congress of Vienna and
renamed the Kingdom of Poland. Just as the Russian tsar was Grand Duke of
Finland, he was also the King of Poland. Polish autonomy was even greater than
Finnish, for the Poles not only had their own legislature (sejm), army, currency,
school system and administration (all official business was to be conducted
exclusively in Polish) but furthermore were granted a quite liberal constitution by
Tsar Alexander I. Inevitably, the existence of a constitutional Polish entity within
the autocratic Russian Empire led to strains between Warsaw and St Petersburg.
As long as Alexander remained on the throne (to 1825) these differences did not
have to mount into a crisis. Once Alexander was replaced by his younger and
considerably more conservative brother Nicholas, however, tensions grew

increasingly acute.
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Decembrist Revolt

The relatively liberal tsar was replaced by his younger brother, Nicholas
| (1825 — 1855), who at the beginning of his reign was confronted with an uprising.
The background of this revolt lay in the Napoleonic Wars, when a number of well-
educated Russian officers travelled in Europe in the course of the military
campaigns. Their exposure to the liberalism of Western Europe encouraged them
to seek change on their return to autocratic Russia. The result was the Decembrist
Revolt (December 1825), the work of a small circle of liberal nobles and army
officers who wanted to install Nicholas' brother as a constitutional monarch. But
the revolt was easily crushed, and Nicholas turned away to the Westernization
program begun by Peter the Great and champion the maxim "Autocracy,
Orthodoxy, and Nationalism". Russian tsars had also to deal with uprisings in their
newly acquired territories of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, namely the

November Uprising in 1830 and the January Uprising in 1863.

Decembrist societies

Historians have generally agreed that a revolutionary movement was born
during the reign of Alexander I. From the late seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries, the Russian nobility were increasingly exposed to European intellectual
trends such as liberalism. During the period of rapprochement between Napoleon
and Alexander, liberalism was encouraged on an official level, creating high
expectations.

The driving force for reform in Alexander’s regime was Mikhail Speransky.
During his early years in the regime, Speransky helped inspire the organization of
the Ministry of the Interior, the reform of ecclesiastic education, and the
formulation of the government’s role in the country’s economic development.
Speransky’s role increased greatly in 1808. From then until 1812, Speransky
developed plans for the reorganization of Russia’s government. These plans held
for a time the promise of a new constitutional regime. Speransky’s most noted

essay pushed for a code of laws. Such a code of laws would have created a uniform
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legal system, and replaced the arbitrary decisions of government officials with
objective procedures. This was the first step in the creation of a liberal style
government. However, court intrigue slowly undermined Speransky’s influence
with Alexander, and he was removed from the court.

The officer corps of the Russian army, which vanquished Napoleon in 1812,
was composed of young men of the aristocratic class. These young officers were
the same men who, a couple of years earlier, could have been found exalting
Napoleon in cocktail parties across Europe. Now, while occupying Western
Europe, Russian officers were able to see Western society first hand. They attended
classes at the liberal universities where they heard the same teachings that had
inspired the Jacobins. They experienced the prosperity of nations where serfdom
had been abolished, and where monarchical power was limited. They returned to
Russia with strengthened liberal ideas, including human rights, representative
government, and mass democracy.

The intellectual Westernization that had been fostered in the eighteenth
century by a paternalistic, autocratic Russian state now included opposition to
autocracy, demands for representative government, calls for the abolition of
serfdom, and, in some instances, advocacy of a revolutionary overthrow of the
government. Officers were particularly furious that Alexander had granted Poland
a constitution while Russia remained without one. Several secret organizations
created projects to draft a Russian constitution, one project providing for a
constitutional monarchy with another favoring a democratic republic.

These societies were Masonic in style, and consisted primarily of military
officers. The first of these societies formed was the Union of Salvation, established
in St. Petersburg in 1816. A group of officers gathered together and formed this
secret society of vague purpose. The later testimony of some Decembrists claimed
the society was dedicated to the emancipation of serfs while others insisted its
purpose was to expel foreign influences from Russia. Other testimony claimed that

the objectives of the society, known only to the most senior members, were
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representative government and the refusal to take the oath of allegiance to the new
sovereign unless he agreed to a limited monarchy.

A founding member of the Union of Salvation, Nikita Muraviev, had been
educated by an admirer of Robespierre. Muraviev was among the soldiers to enter
Paris at the end of the war against Napoleon, and there he met many of the major
political actors of the time.

When internal politics and betrayal forced the dissolution of the society and
the formation of the Northern and Southern Societies, Muraviev was chosen as the
architect and leader of the Northern Society. Muraviev began the constitution by
addressing the origin and nature of philosophy, providing an intellectual challenge
to the tsar’s absolute right to rule. The Northern Society’s constitution was based
on the theory of the social contract, arguing that the sovereignty of the state resides
with the Russian people, and is relegated by them to the tsar. Muraviev expected
implementation of this less radical constitution to meet with less resistance from
the tsar and the other nobles than one that called for a representative government.
Once the country had accepted the constitution, there would be time for further
liberalization and movement towards a republic.

Leading the Southern Society, Pavel Ivanovich Pestel wrote a far more
radical constitution. Pestel desired the complete destruction of the Tsarist regime
through revolution, and the introduction of a republic by a temporary dictatorship.
Pestel designed his final plan to destroy any possible resumption of Romanov rule.
The idea, based on that of Riego in Spain, called for a swift coup d'état to limit
instability, and the elimination of the entire royal family. Following assumption of
power, the Southern Society planned for the complete “Russification” of the
empire. The republican government would recognize the autonomy of Poland,
incorporate smaller nations on the borders, and require the conversion of all other
peoples within, except for the Jews who would be deported to Asia Minor, where
they were expected to establish an independent state. Among his more radical

plans, Pestel’s agrarian reforms demonstrated familiarity with the French
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revolutionary literature. In his constitution, Pestel granted land to every Russian
with a desire to farm.

The two societies remained independent, and their leaders maintained
philosophical differences all the way through the revolt. In the mid-1820s, the
Northern Society in St. Petersburg and the Southern Society in Kishinev were
preparing for an uprising when Alexander's unexpected death on December 1, 1825
spurred them to action.

Alexander | died having left no direct heir to the throne. The populace
expected that on the death of Alexander, his liberal-minded brother, Grand Duke
Constantine Pavlovich, would ascend the throne in accordance with house law.
Unbeknownst to the public, upon Constantine’s marriage to a non-royal Polish
woman, Constantine had agreed to renounce his claim to the throne in favor of his
autocratic younger brother Nicholas I. In 1822, Alexander had signed a declaration
to the effect that Nicholas would take the throne upon his death. This document

had only been seen by a few trusted members of the royal family.

At the Senate Square

When Alexander died on December 1, 1825, the royal guards swore
allegiance to Constantine. When Constantine made his renunciation public, and
Nicholas stepped forward to assume the throne, the Northern Society acted. With
the capital in temporary confusion, and one oath to Constantine having already
been sworn, the society scrambled in secret meetings to convince regimental
leaders not to swear allegiance to Nicholas. These efforts would culminate in the
events of December 14.

On the morning of December 14, 1825, a group of officers commanding
about three thousand men assembled in Senate Square, where they refused to swear
allegiance to the new tsar, Nicholas I, proclaiming instead their loyalty to the idea
of a Russian constitution. They expected to be joined by the rest of the troops

stationed in St. Petersburg, but they were disappointed. Nicholas spent the day
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gathering a military force, and then attacked with artillery. With the firing of the
artillery came the end of the revolt in the north.

On December 14 the leaders (many of whom belonged to the high
aristocracy) elected Prince Sergei Petrovich Troubetzkoy as interim dictator and
marched to the Senate Square. The subordinate soldiers had to follow suit.

The revolt suffered because those in charge communicated poorly with the
soldiers involved in the uprising. According to the story, soldiers in St. Petersburg
were made to chant "Constantine and Constitution," but when questioned, many of
them professed to believe that "Constitution” was Constantine's wife. However,
this may just be a rumor because in a letter from Peter Kakhovsky to General
Levashev, Kakhovsky wrote, "The story told to Your Excellency that, in the
uprising of December 14 the rebels were shouting ‘'Long live the Constitution!" and
that the people were asking 'What is Constitution, the wife of His Highness the
Grand Duke?' is not true. It is an amusing invention." Kakhovsky claims that this
IS nothing but a story.

When Prince Trubetskoy failed to turn up at the square, Nicholas sent Count
Mikhail Miloradovich, a military hero who was greatly respected by ordinary
soldiers, to pacify the rebels. While delivering a speech, Miloradovich was shot
dead by the officer, Peter Kakhovsky.

While the Northern Society scrambled in the days leading up to December
14, the Southern Society took a serious blow. On December 13, acting on reports
of treason, the police arrested Pestel. It took two weeks for the Southern Society to
learn of the events in the capital. Meanwhile, other members of the leadership were
arrested. The Southern Society and a nationalistic group called the United Slavs
discussed revolt. Upon learning the location of some of the arrested men, the
United Slavs freed them by force. One of the freed men, Muraviev-Apostol,
assumed leadership of the revolt. After converting the soldiers of Vasilkov to the
cause, Muraviev-Apostol easily captured the city. The rebelling army was soon
confronted by superior forces armed with artillery loaded with grapeshot, and with

orders to destroy the rebels.
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On January 3, the rebels met defeat and the surviving leaders were sent to
St. Petersburg to stand trial with the Northern leaders. The Decembrists were
interrogated, tried, and convicted. Kakhovsky was executed by hanging together
with four other leading Decembrists: Pavel Pestel; the poet Kondraty Ryleyev;
Sergey Muraviyov-Apostol; and Mikhail Bestuzhev-Ryumin. Other Decembrists
were exiled to Siberia, Kazakhstan, and the Far East.

Suspicion also fell on several eminent persons who were on friendly terms
with the Decembrist leaders and could have been aware of their concealed
organizations, notably Alexander Pushkin, Alexander Griboyedov, and Aleksey
Petrovich Yermolov. Wives of many Decembrists followed their husbands into
exile. The expression Decembrist wife is a Russian symbol for the devotion of a

wife to her husband.

Assessment

With the failure of the Decembrists, Russia's monarchial absolutism would
continue for another century, although serfdom would be officially abolished in
1861. Though defeated, the Decembrists did effect some change on the regime.
Their dissatisfaction forced Nicholas to turn his attention inward to address the
issues of the empire. In 1826, a rehabilitated Speransky began the task of codifying
Russian law, a task that continued throughout Nicholas’s reign. Anecdotally, after
being defeated in the Crimean war, Nicholas is said to have lamented that his
corrupt staff treated him worse than the Decembrists ever had.

Although the revolt was a forbidden topic during Nicholas' reign, Alexander
Herzen placed the profiles of executed Decembrists on the cover of his radical
periodical Polar Star. Alexander Pushkin addressed poems to his Decembrist
friends, Nikolai Nekrasov wrote a long poem about the Decembrist wives, and Leo
Tolstoy started writing a novel on that liberal movement, which would later evolve
into War and Peace.

To some extent, the Decembrists were in the tradition of a long line of palace

revolutionaries who wanted to place their candidate on the throne. But because the
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Decembrists also wanted to implement a liberal political program, their revolt has
been considered the beginning of a revolutionary movement. The uprising was the
first open breach between the government and liberal elements, and it would

subsequently widen.

Reforms and Their Limits, 1855 — 92

Tsar Alexander Il, who succeeded Nicholas I in 1855, was a conservative
who saw no alternative but to implement change. Alexander initiated substantial
reforms in education, the government, the judiciary, and the military. In 1861 he
proclaimed the emancipation of about 20 million privately held serfs. Local
commissions, which were dominated by landlords, effected emancipation by
giving land and limited freedom to the serfs. The former serfs usually remained in
the village commune, but they were required to make redemption payments to the
government over a period of almost fifty years. The government compensated
former owners of serfs by issuing them bonds.

The regime had envisioned that the 50,000 landlords who possessed estates
of more than 110 hectares would thrive without serfs and would continue to
provide loyal political and administrative leadership in the countryside. The
government also had expected that peasants would produce sufficient crops for
their own consumption and for export sales, thereby helping to finance most of the
government's expenses, imports, and foreign debt. Neither of the government's
expectations was realistic, however, and emancipation left both former serfs and
their former owners dissatisfied. The new peasants soon fell behind in their
payments to the government because the land they had received was poor and
because Russian agricultural methods were inadequate. The former owners often
had to sell their lands to remain solvent because most of them could neither farm
nor manage estates without their former serfs. In addition, the value of their
government bonds fell as the peasants failed to make their redemption payments.

Reforms of local government closely followed emancipation. In 1864 most

local government in the European part of Russia was organized into provincial and
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district zemstva (sing., zemstvo), which were made up of representatives of all
classes and were responsible for local schools, public health, roads, prisons, food
supply, and other concerns. In 1870 elected city councils, or dumy (sing., duma),
were formed. Dominated by property owners and constrained by provincial
governors and the police, the zemstva and dumy raised taxes and levied labor to
support their activities.

In 1864 the regime implemented judicial reforms. In major towns, it
established Western-style courts with juries. In general, the judicial system
functioned effectively, but the government lacked the finances and cultural
influence to extend the court system to the villages, where traditional peasant
justice continued to operate with minimal interference from provincial officials. In
addition, the regime instructed judges to decide each case on its merits and not to
use precedents, which would have enabled them to construct a body of law
independent of state authority.

Other major reforms took place in the educational and cultural spheres. The
accession of Alexander Il brought a social restructuring that required a public
discussion of issues and the lifting of some types of censorship. When an attempt
was made to assassinate the tsar in 1866, the government reinstated censorship, but
not with the severity of pre-1855 control. The government also put restrictions on
universities in 1866, five years after they had gained autonomy. The central
government attempted to act through the zemstva to establish uniform curricula for
elementary schools and to impose conservative policies, but it lacked resources.
Because many liberal teachers and school officials were only nominally subject to
the reactionary Ministry of Education, however, the regime's educational
achievements were mixed after 1866.

In the financial sphere, Russia established the State Bank in 1866, which put
the national currency on a firmer footing. The Ministry of Finance supported
railroad development, which facilitated vital export activity, but it was cautious
and moderate in its foreign ventures. The ministry also founded the Peasant Land

Bank in 1882 to enable enterprising farmers to acquire more land. The Ministry of
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Internal Affairs countered this policy, however, by establishing the Nobles' Land
Bank in 1885 to forestall foreclosures of mortgages.

The regime also sought to reform the military. One of the chief reasons for
the emancipation of the serfs was to facilitate the transition from a large standing
army to a reserve army by instituting territorial levies and mobilization in times of
need. Before emancipation, serfs could not receive military training and then return
to their owners. Bureaucratic inertia, however, obstructed military reform until the
Franco-Prussian War (1870-71) demonstrated the necessity of building a modern
army. The levy system introduced in 1874 gave the army a role in teaching many
peasants to read and in pioneering medical education for women. But the army
remained backward despite these military reforms. Officers often preferred
bayonets to bullets, expressing worry that long-range sights on rifles would induce
cowardice. In spite of some notable achievements, Russia did not keep pace with
Western technological developments in the construction of rifles, machine guns,
artillery, ships, and naval ordnance. Russia also failed to use naval modernization
as a means of developing its industrial base in the 1860s.

In 1881 revolutionaries assassinated Alexander Il. His son Alexander I11 (r.
1881 — 94) initiated a period of political reaction, which intensified a counter
reform movement that had begun in 1866. He strengthened the security police,
reorganizing it into an agency known as the Okhrana, gave it extraordinary powers,
and placed it under the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Dmitriy Tolstoy, Alexander's
minister of internal affairs, instituted the use of land captains, who were noble
overseers of districts, and he restricted the power of the zemstva and the dumy.
Alexander 111 assigned his former tutor, the reactionary Konstantin Pobedonostsev,
to be the procurator of the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church and Ivan Delyanov
to be the minister of education. In their attempts to "save" Russia from
"modernism," they revived religious censorship, persecuted non-Orthodox and
non-Russian populations, fostered anti-Semitism, and suppressed the autonomy of
the universities. Their attacks on liberal and non-Russian elements alienated large

segments of the population. The nationalities, particularly Poles, Finns, Latvians,
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Lithuanians, and Ukrainians, reacted to the regime's efforts to Russify them by
intensifying their own nationalism. Many Jews emigrated or joined radical
movements. Secret organizations and political movements continued to develop

despite the regime's efforts to quell them.

Russian industrialization

During the early 19th century Russia developed trade relationships with
other European countries and exported large amounts of grain. But most of the
export revenue that flowed into the empire simply lined the pockets of aristocrats
and powerful land-owners; it was not used as capital to develop an industrialized
economy. Industrial projects and incentives were often proposed — but they were
rarely embraced, since they threatened the financial interests of conservative
landowners. There was some heavy industry — mining, steel production, oil and so
on — but this was small when compared to Russia’s imperial rivals: Britain, France
and Germany. It took defeat in the Crimean War (1853 — 56) to expose the empire’s
lack of development and the urgent need for Russian industrialization. Russian
factories were unable to produce sufficient amounts of weapons, munitions or
machinery. There was very little technical innovation; most of Russia’s new
technologies were imported from the West. And the empire’s railway system was
woefully inadequate, with insufficient rail lines and rolling stock to move men or
equipment in large amounts.

The reforms embraced by Alexander Il in the early 1860s were partly
designed to stimulate transitions in the Russian economy. Emancipating the serfs
(1861) was not just a social reform, it was also intended to release them from the
land and the control of conservative land-owners. Alexander and his advisors
anticipated that a large proportion of freed serfs would become a mobile labour
force, able to relocate to areas where industrial workers were needed. They also
believed that given greater freedom, the peasants would develop more efficient and
productive ways of farming. One of the anticipated outcomes of 1861 was the

emergence of a successful peasant class, the kulak. The kulak would be proto-
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capitalist: he would own larger tracts of land and more livestock or machinery; he
would hire landless peasants as labourers; he would use more efficient farming
techniques; and he would sell surplus grain for profit. But while the 1861
emancipation did release millions of peasants from their land, the strength of
peasant communes prevented the widespread development of a kulak class.

The emancipation had significant social outcomes but it failed to contribute
much to Russia’s economic development. In the 1870s the government initiated
several large infrastructure programs, particularly the construction of railways. The
1880s saw the emergency of Sergei Witte, a qualified mathematician with a proven
track record of achievement, both in the tsarist bureaucracy and the private sector.
In 1889 Witte was placed in charge of the Russian railway system, where he
oversaw the planning and construction of the Trans-Siberian Railway. By 1892
Witte was minister for transport, communication and finance. Identifying a need
for capital investment, Witte made it easier for foreigners to invest in Russian
industrial ventures. Existing barriers were removed, while foreign individuals and
companies were offered incentives if they invested in certain industrial and
manufacturing sectors. Witte also undertook currency reform: in 1897 he moved
the Russian rouble to the gold standard, strengthening and stabilizing it and
improving foreign exchange. He also borrowed to fund public works and
infrastructure programs including new railways, telegraph lines and electrical
plants.

By the late 1890s, Witte’s reforms had had a visible impact on the Russian
economy. Large amounts of foreign capital, mostly from France and Britain, had
funded new plants and factories in St Petersburg, Moscow, Kiev and other cities.
By 1900 around half of Russia’s heavy industries were foreign-owned — but the
Russian empire was the world’s fourth-largest producer of steel and its second-
largest source of petroleum. New railways allowed transport into remote parts of
the empire, allowing the construction and operation of factories, mines, dams and

other projects there. Russia’s industrial economy had progressed more in one
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decade than it had in the previous century. Its development was so rapid that the
economic historian Alexander Gerschenkron later dubbed it “the great spurt”.

But for all its advances, the economic transformation of Russia also
delivered unforeseen consequences, some of them problematic for the regime. The
construction of new factories drew thousands of landless peasants into the cities in
search of work. In time they formed a rising social class: the industrial proletariat.
Russia’s cities were not equipped for the rapid urban growth that accompanied
industrialization. In the early 1800s only two Russian cities (St Petersburg and
Moscow) contained more than 100,000 residents; by 1910 there were twelve cities
of this size. In the decade between 1890 and 1900, St Petersburg swelled by around
250,000 people. This growth was not matched by the construction of new housing,
so industrial employers had to house workers in ramshackle dormitories and
tenements. Most lived in unhygienic and often freezing conditions; they ate meals
of stale bread and buckwheat gruel (porridge) in crowded meal-houses. Things
were even worse in the factories, where hours were long and the work was
monotonous and dangerous. Witte’s economic reforms had met, even exceeded
national goals — but they also gave rise to a new working class that was exploited,
poorly treated, clustered together in large numbers and therefore susceptible to
revolutionary ideas.

1. For much of the 1800s Russia was a comparatively backward economy,
dominated by agrarian production.

2. Defeat in the Crimean War triggered reforms, such as the abolition of
serfdom to facilitate a mobile labour force.

3. The main instigator of economic reform was Sergei Witte, who attracted
foreign investment in Russian industries.

4. Witte’s changes triggered a marked growth in industrial production and the
movement of workers into the cities.

5. In economic terms the policy reforms were successful and helped Russia
‘catch up’ to western European powers — but they also created an industrial

working class prone to grievances and revolutionary ideas.

204



Nicholas Il and a New Revolutionary Movement

Alexander was succeeded by his son Nicholas 11 (1894-1917). The Industrial
Revolution, which began to exert a significant influence in Russia, was meanwhile
creating forces that would finally overthrow the tsar. The liberal elements among
the industrial capitalists and nobility believed in peaceful social reform and a
constitutional monarchy, forming the Constitutional Democrats, or Kadets. Social
revolutionaries combined the Narodnik tradition and advocated the distribution of
land among those who actually worked it - the peasants. Another radical group was
the Social Demaocrats, exponents of Marxism in Russia. Gathering their support
from the radical intellectuals and the urban working class, they advocated complete
social, economic and political revolution.

In 1903 the party split into two wings — the Mensheviks, or moderates, and
the Bolsheviks, the radicals. The Mensheviks believed that Russian socialism
would grow gradually and peacefully and that the tsar's regime should be
succeeded by a democratic republic in which the socialists would cooperate with
the liberal bourgeois parties. The Bolsheviks, under Vladimir Lenin, advocated the
formation of a small elite of professional revolutionists, subject to strong party
discipline, to act as the vanguard of the proletariat in order to seize power by force.

The disastrous performance of the Russian armed forces in the Russo-
Japanese War (1904 — 1905) was a major blow to the Tsarist regime and increased
the potential for unrest. In January 1905, an incident known as "Bloody Sunday"
occurred when Father Gapon led an enormous crowd to the Winter Palace in St.
Petersburg to present a petition to the tsar. When the procession reached the palace,
Cossacks opened fire on the crowd, killing hundreds. The Russian masses were so
aroused over the massacre that a general strike was declared, and a democratic
republic demanded. This marked the beginning of the Russian Revolution of 1905.
Soviets (councils of workers) appeared in most cities to direct revolutionary

activity. Russia was paralyzed, and the government was desperate.
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In October 1905, Nicholas reluctantly issued the famous October Manifesto,
which conceded the creation of a national Duma (legislature) to be called without
delay. The right to vote was extended and no law was to go into force without
confirmation by the Duma. The moderate groups were satisfied; but the socialists
rejected the concessions as insufficient and tried to organize new strikes. By the
end of 1905, there was disunity among the reformers, and the tsar's position was

strengthened — for the time being.

The Path to Revolution

Since the reign of lvan the Terrible, the Russian Tsars had followed a fairly
consistent policy of drawing more political power away from the nobility and into
their own hands. This centralization of authority in the Russian state had usually
been accomplished in one of two ways-either by simply taking power from the
nobles and braving their opposition (Ivan the Terrible was very good at this), or by
compensating the nobles for decreased power in government by giving them
greater power over their land and its occupants. Serfdom, as this latter system was
known, had increased steadily in Russia from the time of Ivan the Terrible, its
inventor. By the time of Catherine the Great, the Russian Tsars enjoyed virtually
autocratic rule over their nobles. However, they had in a sense purchased this
power by granting those nobles virtually autocratic power over the serfs, who by
this time had been reduced to a state closer to slavery than to peasantry.

By the nineteenth century, both of these relationships were under attack. In
the Decembrist revolt in 1825, a group of young, reformist military officers
attempted to force the adoption of a constitutional monarchy in Russia by
preventing the accession of Nicholas I. They failed utterly, and Nicholas became
the most reactionary leader in Europe. Nicholas' successor, Alexander 1l, seemed
by contrast to be amenable to reform. In 1861, he abolished serfdom, though the
emancipation didn't in fact bring on any significant change in the condition of the
peasants. As the country became more industrialized, its political system

experienced even greater strain. Attempts by the lower classes to gain more
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freedom provoked fears of anarchy, and the government remained extremely
conservative. As Russia became more industrialized, larger, and far more
complicated, the inadequacies of autocratic Tsarist rule became increasingly
apparent. By the twentieth century conditions were ripe for a serious convulsion.

At the same time, Russia had expanded its territory and its power
considerably over the nineteenth century. Its borders extended to Afghanistan and
China, and it had acquired extensive territory on the Pacific coast. The foundation
of the port cities of Vladivostok and Port Arthur there had opened up profitable
avenues for commerce, and the construction of the Trans-Siberian Railway
(constructed from 1891 — 1905) linked the European Russia with its new eastern
territories.

In 1894 Nicholas Il acceded to the throne. He was not the most competent
of political leaders, and his ministers were almost uniformly reactionaries. To make
matters worse, the increasing Russian presence in the far east provoked the hostility
of Japan. In January of 1905, the Japanese attacked, and Russia experienced a
series of defeats that dissolved the tenuous support held by Nicholas' already
unpopular government. Nicholas was forced to grant concessions to the reformers,
including most notably a constitution and a parliament, or Duma. The power of the
reform movement was founded on a new and powerful force entered Russian
politics. The industrialization of the major western cities and the development of
the Batu oil fields had brought together large concentrations of Russian workers,
and they soon began to organize into local political councils, or soviets. It was in
large part the power of the soviets, united under the Social Democratic party, that
had forced Nicholas to accept reforms in 1905.

After the war with Japan was brought to a close, Nicholas attempted to
reverse the new freedoms, and his government became more reactionary than ever.
Popular discontent gained strength, and Nicholas countered it with increased
repression, maintaining control but worsening relations with the population. In
1912, the Social Democrats split into two camps — the radical Bolsheviks and the

comparatively moderate Menshiviks. In 1914, another disastrous war once again
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brought on a crisis. If the Russo-Japanese war had been costly and unpopular, it
was at least remote. The First World War, however, took place right on Russia's
western doorstep. Unprepared militarily or industrially, the country suffered
demoralizing defeats, suffered severe food shortages, and soon suffered an
economic collapse. By February of 1917, the workers and soldiers had had enough.
Riots broke out in St. Petersburg, then called Petrograd, and the garrison there
mutinied. Workers soviets were set up, and the Duma approved the establishment
of a Provisional Government to attempt to restore order in the capital. It was soon
clear that Nicholas possessed no support, and on March 2 he abdicated the throne
in favor of his brother Michael. No fool, Michael renounced his claim the next day.

The Provisional Government set up by the Duma attempted to pursue a
moderate policy, calling for a return to order and promising reform of worker's
rights. However, it was unwilling to endorse the most pressing demand of the
soviets--an immediate end to the war. For the next 9 months, the Provisional
Government, first under Prince Lvov and then under Alexandr Kerensky,
unsuccessfully attempted to establish its authority. In the meanwhile, the
Bolsheviks gained increasing support from the ever more frustrated soviets. On
October 25, led by Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, they stormed the Winter Palace and
deposed the Kerensky government.

Although the Bolsheviks enjoyed substantial support in St. Petersburg and
Moscow, they were by no means in control of the country as a whole. They
succeeded in taking Russia out of the war (though on very unfavorable terms), but
within months civil war broke out throughout Russia. For the next three years the
country was devastated by civil strife, until by 1920 the Bolsheviks had finally

emerged victorious.
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Historical Background

Romanov’s Dinasty
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Peter the Great

[T€Tp

AnexceeBu4

I

1682-1721

Peter 1| Alexeyevich
was the 13th tsar of
Russia and the first
Emperor of  the
Russian Empire. He in
known in history as
Peter the Great. One of
the most outstanding
statesmen in world
history, who
determined directions
of development of
Russia in the XVIlIth

century.

Catherine I
(Ekaterina I)

Exarepuna |

1684-1727

Russian Empress from
1721 as the spouse of
reigning Emperor
Peter | the Great. After
the Emperor’s death
she was crowned to
the throne. In 1725-
1727 she was second
All-Russian Empress
with actual
governance by
Alexander Danilovich
Menshikov. Mother of
Empress Elizaveta

Petrovna.
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Peter
Alexeyevich

Térp 11

1727-1730

Peter Il was Emperor
of Russia from 1927 to
1930, the only son of
Prince Alexius,
grandson of Peter the
Great. His death ended
the male line of the

Romanov dynasty.

Anna

loannovna

AHHa

BanoBHA

1693-1740

Fourth  All-Russian
Empress (1730-1740).
The second daughter
of Ivan V (joint ruler
of Peter 1) from
Praskovya

Fyodorovna. After the
death of Peter Il she
was invited to the
Russian throne by the
Supreme Privy
Council as a sovereign
with restricted powers
but she took all the
power after
disbanding the
Council. The period of

her reign was named
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“Bironovshchina”
after her minion Ernst-

logan Biron.

lvan VI

HBaun VI

1740-1741

He was the son of
Prince Anton Ulrich of
Brunswick-
Wolfenbuttel and
Anna  Leopoldovna,
niece of Empress
Anna loannovna. The
boy was named after
his great-grandfather,
Tsar Ivan V, who was
the half-brother and
co-ruler of Peter the
Great.
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Elizabeth
Russia
(Elizaveta

Petrovna)

of

EnuzaBera

ITerpoBHa

1709-1762

Russian Empress,
daughter of Peter | the
Great and Martha
Skavronskaya (future
Ekaterina 1). After the
marriage  of  her
parents had the title of
the Princess Royal. In
the period of her reign,
in 1755 the Moscow
University was
opened, the Academy
of Arts was
established,

outstanding  cultural
monuments were
created. She promoted
reinstatement of the
role of the Senate,
abolished death
penalty and eliminated
internal country

customs.
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Peter 111

Térp 111

January
1962-July
1962

Peter 111 was emperor
of Russia for a mere
six months in 1762,
During his reign, he
withdrew from the
Seven Years War and
formed an alliance
with Prussia to wage
war against Denmark,
which made him an
unpopular leader. His
wife, Catherine the
Great, suspected he
was set to divorce her
and conspired with her
lover to overthrow
him. He was
subsequently

assassinated on July
17, 1762, in Ropsha,

Russia.
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Catherine  the
Great
(Ekaterina 1)

Ekarepuna

Benukas

1729-1796

8th All-Russian
Empress (1762-1796).
The period of her reign
was called the
“Golden Age” of the
Russian Empire, and
the Senate presented
Ekaterina Il with the
epithet of “the Wise
Great Mother of the
Fatherland”. She was
the only Russian ruler
woman named “the

QGreat” similar to Peter

Pavel |

ITaBexn |

1754-1801

9th All-Russian
Emperor (1796-1801).
He planned to
establish in Russia,
under the aegis of
autocracy, strict lawful
governance,

restriction of rights of
nobility, introduction
of rigorous discipline.
His foreign and home
policies were
characterized with

inconsistency.
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Alexander |

Anexcanap |

1777-1825

10th All-Russian
Emperor (1801-1825).
In historiography he
received a special
epithet — Blessed. In
the beginning of his
reign, he carried out
moderate liberal
reforms. After the
Patriotic War of 1812,
in  1813-1814, he
headed the anti-French
coalition of European
states. He was one of
the heads of the
Vienna Congress
(1814-1815) and
organizers of the Holly

Alliance.
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Grand Duke
Konstantin

Pavlovich

KoucTasTna

IlaBnoBuu

Never
reigned
and never
acceded

the throne

Grand  duke and
tsesarevich of Russia,
was prepared by his
grandmother,
Catherine the Great, to
become an emperor of
a would-be restored
Byzantine Empire.
Although he was never
crowned, he IS
sometimes listed
among the Russian
emperors as
Constantine 1. He is
mainly known for his
abdication from the
throne in 1825, which
led to the Decembrist
rebellion later that
year. He eschewed
court etiquette and
took frequent stands
against the wishes of
his brother Alexander
I, for which he is
remembered fondly in
Russia, but in his
capacity of  the
commander-in-chief

and de facto viceroy of
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the Congress Poland,
he is remembered in
his adopted home of
Poland as a ruthless

ruler.

Nicholas |

Hukomai |

1796-1855

11th All-Russian
Emperor (1825-1855).
His reign was marked
with the uprising of
the Decembrists on
December 14, 1825,
Caucasian War (1817-

1864), Russian-
Persian War (1826-
1828), Russian-

Turkish War (1828-
1829) and Crimean
War (1853-1856).
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Alexander Il

Anexcanap Il

1818-1881

12th All-Russian
Emperor (1855-1881).
He abolished serfdom
and carried out a
number of reforms —
zemstvo, judicial,
military and others. He
Is known in history as
Alexander I
Liberator. He died in
the result of a terrorist
attack in the day when
he was going to sign

the Constitution.

Alexander 11

Anekcanmp |1

1845-1894

13th All-Russian
Emperor (1881-1894).
In historiography he
received a special
epithet - Peacemaker.
He carried out the
course of “counter
reforms” and issued
the  Edict  about
construction of the
Great Siberian Way
(Trans-Siberian

Railway). He was the
last but one Emperor

of Russia.
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Nicholas 11

Huxomaii 11

1868-1918

Last of the Emperors
of the
dynasty, the fourteenth

Romanov

All-Russian Emperor
(1894-1917). His
reign fell on the period
of sharp aggravation
of political struggle in
the  country and
international situation.
He

Bolsheviks

was shot by
together
with his family. He
was canonized as a

martyr.

Grand
Michael

Duke

Alexandrovich

Muxauni
AJekcaHIpOBU

9

Never

reigned

Grand Duke Michael
Alexandrovich  was
the youngest son of
Tsar Alexander Il of
Russia. He was asked
to be
Nicholas Il abdicated
in 1917 but he never
He

imprisoned by

Tsar after

accepted. was
the
Bolsheviks and
murdered in 1918 at

the age of 39.
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Chronology of Historical Events in Imperial Russia

1689 — overthrow of regency of Tsarevna Sophia

1697 — 1698 — Peter | in Western Europe

1700 — Great Northern War begins with Sweden

1703 — foundation of Saint Petersburg

1709 — Battle of Poltava: defeat of Swedes and Ukrainian Hetman Mazepa
1711 — establishment of Senate

1717 — formation of administrative colleges

1721 — foundation of the Holy Synod: disappearance of the patriarchate
1721 — Treaty of Nystad ends Great Northern War: Baltic provinces gained
1722 — creation of Table of Ranks

1725 — foundation of Academy of Sciences

1725 — death of Peter I. Accession of Catherine |

1727 — death of Catherine 1. Accession of Peter 1l

1730 — death of Peter II. Accession of Anna. Failed attempt to limit autocracy
1740 — death of Anna. Accession of lvan VI

1741 — overthrow of Ivan VI. Accession of Elizabeth

1753 — abolition of internal customs duties

1754 — foundation of Moscow University

1755 — outbreak of Seven Years War

1761 — death of Elizabeth. Accession of Peter Il

1762 — ‘emancipation’ of the nobility from compulsory state service

1762 — overthrow of Peter Il1. Accession of Catherine Il

1765 — death of Lomonosov

1767 — Catherine II’s Nakaz (Instruction) and Legislative Commission
1768 — war with Ottoman Empire

1773 — beginning of Pugachev revolt

1774 — Treaty of Kuchuk-Kainardji: victory over Ottomans

1775 — reform of provincial administration
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1783 — annexation of Crimea

1785 — charter of the nobility

1790 — publication of Radishchev’s Journey from St Petersburg to Moscow
1795 — final partition of Poland

1796 — death of Catherine I1. Accession of Paul |

1797 — new succession law: male primogeniture established

1801 — overthrow of Paul I. Accession of Alexander |

1802 — creation of ministries

1804 — university statute

1807 — Treaty of Tilsit

1810 — creation of State Council

1811 — Karamzin’s ‘Memoir on Ancient and Modern Russia’

1812 — defeat of Napoleon’s invasion

1814 — Russian army enters Paris

1815 — constitution for Russian Kingdom of Poland issued

1825 — death of Alexander I. Accession of Nicholas I. Decembrist revolt
1826 — foundation of Third Section

1830 — 1831 — rebellion in Poland

1833 — Code of Laws (Svod zakonov) issued

1836 — first performance of Glinka’s A Life for the Tsar

1836 — Chaadaev’s First Philosophical Letter

1837 — death of Pushkin

1847 — 1852 — publication of Turgenev’s Zapiski okhotnika (A Huntsman's
Sketches)

1854 — French, British and Ottomans invade Crimea

1855 — death of Nicholas I. Accession of Alexander II

1856 — Treaty of Paris ends Crimean War

1861 — emancipation of the serfs

1862 — foundation of Saint Petersburg Conservatoire

1863 — rebellion in Poland
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1864 — local government (zemstvo) and judicial reforms introduced

1865 — 1866 — publication begins of Tolstoy’s Voina i mir (War and Peace)
1866 — Karakozov’s attempt to assassinate Alexander II

1866 — foundation of Moscow Conservatoire

1866 - publication of Dostoevsky’s Prestuplenie i nakazanie (Crime and
Punishment)

1874 — introduction of universal military service

1874 — first performance of Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov

1875 — the ‘To the People’ movement goes on trial

1877 — 1878 — war with Ottoman Empire. Treaty of Berlin

1878 — formation of ‘Land and Freedom’ revolutionary group

1880 — Loris-Melikov appointed to head government

1880 - publication of Dostoevsky’s Brat’ia Karamazovy (The Brothers
Karamazov)

1881 — assassination of Alexander I1. Accession of Alexander I11

1881 — introduction of law on ‘states of emergency’

1884 — Plekhanov publishes Nashi raznoglasiia (Our Differences)

1889 — introduction of Land Captains

1891 — construction of Trans-Siberian railway begins

1894 — Franco-Russian alliance ratified

1894 — death of Alexander I11. Accession of Nicholas Il

1898 — first congress of the Social Democratic party

1899 — foundation of journal Mir iskusstva (World of Art)

1901 — formation of the Socialist Revolutionary party

1902 — Lenin publishes Chto delat’? (What Is to Be Done?)

1903 — Kishinev pogrom

1904 — outbreak of war with Japan

1904 — assassination of Plehve: Sviatopolk-Mirsky’s ‘thaw’ begins

1905 — ‘Bloody Sunday’ ushers in two years of revolution

1905 — defeats at battles of Mukden and Tsushima
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1905 — Treaty of Portsmouth (September) ends war with Japan
1905 — October, 17 Manifesto promises a constitution

1906 — first Duma (parliament) meets and is dissolved

1906 — Stolypin heads government: agrarian reforms begin

1907 — entente with Britain

1907 — 1912 — Third Duma in session

1910 — death of L. N. Tolstoy

1911 — western Zemstvo crisis

1911 — assassination of Stolypin

1912 — Lena goldfields shootings: worker radicalism re-emerges
1913 — first performance of Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring

1914 — outbreak of First World War

1915 — Nicholas II assumes supreme command and dismisses ‘liberal” ministers
1916 — first performance of Rachmaninov’s Vespers (vsenochnaia)
1916 — Brusilov offensive

1917 — overthrow of monarchy in ‘February Revolution’
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VOCABULARY

abdicate, v [ '&bdikert] — orpekarncs

abolition, n [aba'l1f(a)n] — ormMeHa

access, n ['akses] — moaxo, gocTym

accession, n [ok 'sefon] — mpuxoj K BIACTH

accomplishment, n [o komplifmant] — qocTmwkeHue, ymeHnue
accuse, v [9'kju:z] — 0OBUHATH

acquire, v [o'kwais] — npuobperaTh

advance, n [od'va:ns] — HacTymieHue

affair, n [o'fea(r)] — neno, aesiTenbHOCTD

affect, v [o'fekt] — 3aTparuBaTh, BO3/1€liCTBOBaTh, BIUATH
allotment, n [a'lotmoant] — yuacrok 3emiu, pacnpezeneHne, 3eMeJIbHbIN Haae
ally, n ['&lar] — corozank

alter, v [o:ltar] — usmenuTs, epeaeIbIBaTH

anticipation, n [entist peifn] — npeaBKyIeHUe

apply, v [a'plai] — mpuMeHATh, OBITH PUEMIICMBIM
appointment, n [o pomtm(o)nt] — Ha3HaUCHHE

approval, n [a'pru:vl]- omo6penue

ascend the throne [ o'send Oroun] — B3oiiTH Ha TPOH

ascribe, v [o'skraib] — mpumnuceIBaTh, MIpUNUCaTh, HA3HAYUTH
aspiration, n [&sp1'rerfn] — crpemiieHue

assassination, n [o, sas1'nerfn] — youiictBo

assume, v [o'sju:m] — BCcTymnaTh, IPUHAMATH

at all cost [kost] — nr060it meHo

attention, n [ o'tenfn] — Baumanue

autocratic, adj [o:tov 'kraetik] — camoaeprkaBHBIH

authority, n [o:'Ooriti] — B1acts
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backwardness, n ['bakwadnas] — orcTamoctsb

ballot, n ['baelst] — romocoBanue, TaiiHoe rojlocoBaHUE
banish, v ['baenif] — BeicTaTh

be crowded by ['kraudid] — 3aBepmaTscs geM-mu60

be troubled by [trabld] — ObITE OMpadeHHBIM YeM-THOO
be marred by [ma:d] — ObITh OMpaueHHBIM YEM-THOO
blame, v [bleim] — oOBuHSTE

bloodshed, n ['blad fed] — kpoBonponuTHE

brutish, adj ['bru:tif] — rpyOsIii, rymnbIi, )KeCTOKUH

C

carriage, n [ 'keerid3] — kapera, Baron

carve, v [ka:v] — nponoxuth

cede, Vv [si:d] — nepenaBaTh, ciaBaTh

censorship, adj ['sensafip] — nensypa

cling, v [klip] — nennsatbes, aepxaths

codify, v [ 'koudifai] — cucremarusupoBath

come under, v [ kam "ands(r)] — moamanars

complaint, adj [kem'pleint] — ycrymuauBbrii

concession, n [kan'sef(a)n] —ycTymnka

confer, v [kon'f3:] — nmpucyxnaTh

confine, v [kon'fain] — 3aTouaTs

conscription, n [Kan'skripfon] — mpu3sIB, BOWHCKAsi HOBUHHOCTh
consequence, n ['konsikw(a)ns] — mocaeacTue

consider, v [kon'sido] — paccMatpuBaTh, yUUTHIBAaTh, M0JIaraTh, CYUTATh

contradictory, adj [kontra’dikt(o)ri] — mpoTUBOpEUHBBIX
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corporal, adj ['ko:p(a)r(a)l] — TenecHoe

correspond to smth [kori'spond] — coorBeTcTBOBATH YeMy-JIHO0
counter-reform, n ['kaonts - r1'fo:m] — mporuBopeunBsie pedopMbI
coup, n [ku:] — rocymapcTBEHHBIN TIEPEBOPOT

court, adj [ko:t] — BoeHHBIi

courtier, n ['ko:tio] — mpuaBOpHBIit

criticism, n ['kritisiz(e)m] — kpurHka

crucial, adj ['kru:f(a)l] — xiroueBoit, perraronuit

decline, v [dr'klain] — yMeHbIIATBCS, MPUXOAWTH B YIAJA0K, UATH Ha CIajl
defeat, n [d1'fi:t] — nopaxenue

defuse, v [di: 'fju:z] — meITaThCs PA3PIAUTH

demand, v [di'ma:nd] — TpeboBath, 3anpamuBaTh
deprive, v [dr'praiv] — numars

direct, adj [dr'rekt] — mpsimasi, HermocpeACTBEeHHAS
disagreements, n [disa’gri:mant] — pasHoriacus
disaster, n [di'za:sta] — mpoBai

disband, v [dis'baend] — pacnyckarh, THKBUIMPOBATH
discourage, v [dis karids] — npensitcTBOBaTH
designate, v ['dezignert] - o603Ha4aTh, onpeaeIsaTh
dismissal, n [dis'misl] — pocmyck, orcraBka

disrupt, v [dis'rapt] — pa3pyiaTs, moapeIBaTH
dissent, n [di'sent] — unakoMbICTHIE

doubt, n [daot] — comuenue

drill, n [dr1l] — cTpoeBas monroroska
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ease, vV [ 1:z ] — obneryars

electoral, adj [1'lekt(a)r(o)l] — n3buparenbHbIi

eliminate, v [1'limmnert] — ycTpaHuTh, HCKITIOYUTH

embark, v [im'ba:k] — Haunnath

embodiment, n [im'bodimont] — Bomtomenue

encourage, v [m karid3] — moomipsith, yO€KnaTh, MOAIECPKUBATD
enlighten, v [n'laitn] — npocsemiarp, 00y4aTh

envision, v [Imn'vizan] — npeABUAETh, PACCUYUTHIBATH, TPEIYCMATPUBATh
eradicate, v [1'reedr keit] — uckopeHuUTH

escape, V [1'skeip] — n3bdexarnb

establish, v [1'staebli/] —ocHOBBIBaTb, yUpeKaaTh, CO3/aBaTh, YCTaHABIMBATD
ethnicity, n [e0 nisiti] — HAMOHANBHOCTD, STHUYECKAs TPyIIa

event, n [1'vent] — coObiTHE

evoke, Vv [1'vouk] — BeI3bIBaTH

exile, v ['eksail] — cociars, ccpliaTh

existence, n [1g’ zistons] — cyIecTBOBaHUE

expand, v [expand] — paciiupsTh, yBeIUIHBATHCS B 00bEME, pa3BUBAThH
expense, n [ 1ks pens] — cuet

expose, V [1K'spavz] — ckpbIBaTh

extent, n [1k'stent] — pasmep

extinguish, v [1k'stiggwif] — yHHUTOXAaTb,

extract, v [ ‘ekstraekt] — no6siBaTh

faith, n [fei0] — Bepa

far-flung, adj [fa: flan] — nanexwuii, ynaneHHbIi

fate, n [fert] — yuacth

fiercely, adj [ 'frosli] — OyiiHbIi, ropsiunii, HEUCTOBBIN

for the benefit ['benifit] — B yroay, Ha monb3y
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formidable, adj ['fo:mridabal] — rpo3ubrit

G

go much too far [gov matf tu: fa:(r)] — 3axoaUTH CITHITKOM aJIeKO
goldfield, n ['goul(d)fi:ld] — mpuuck

grant, v [gra:nt] — mo>xajoBarth, 1apoBaTh

grasp, v [gra:sp] — ycBouTb, CXBaThIBaTh

grip, n [grip] — Bnacth

harsh, adj [ha:fT — cypoBsrii

heir, n [ea] — HacieaHUK

hierarchy, n [ harora:ki] — uepapxus, cTpykTypa MoAYNHEHHOCTH
holy, v ['hauli] — cBsroii

humiliate, v [hju: 'miliert] — yamwkats

ignorant, adj [ '1gnarant] — HeBexkeCTBEHHBIHN, OE3rPaMOTHBIN, HEOOPA30BAHHBIMH
illegitimate, adj [ 1li' dzitimit] — He3akoHHBIN, BHCOpAUHBIH

illiterate, adj [1'litorit] — HerpamoTHBI

incite, v [1n'sa1t] — moxcTpekaTh

increase, v [1n'Kri:s] — yBenuuuBaThCs, pactu

induce, v [1n'dju:s] - ckIOHATE, TOOYKIATh

influence, n ["influans] — BiausHUE

inhabitant, n [1n"haebitont] — xurens

inherit, v [1n"herit] — HaciaemoBaTh

instill, v [in'stil] — Buymars, npuBuBaTh
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institute, v ['mstitju:t] — yctanaBnuBaTh, yupexaarh

judicial, adj [d3u: dif(o)l] — cyneOHbIIH

law, n [lo:] — 3akon

legislation, n [ led3is’lefn] — 3akoHbI, 3aKOHOAATEILCTBO, CBOJT 3aKOHOB

M

maintenance, n ['meintonans] — moaaep:kanue
majority, n [ma’dgoriti] — GOIBITHHCTBO
maritime, adj ['maeritaim] — mopckoii

martial, n ['ma:f(o)l] — cyn

matter, n ['meta] —neno

nobility, n [na(v) biliti] — 3HaTe, TBOpPsIHCTBO
nobleman, n [ 'navblman] — aBopsiHUH
noose, N [Nu:S] — ka3Hb Yepe3 MmoBelIeHNE

nunnery, N [ 'NANart] — >K€HCKUI MOHACTHIPh

O

obsession, n [ob'se/N] — HaBs34KMBas UEs, OACPKUMOCTD

officiate, v [o'fifiert] — ucnonHATH 00I3aHHOCTH
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ongoing, adj ['ongouim] — HenpepbIBHBII

opposition, n [ppa’zif(a)N] — IPOTHBOIOIOKHOCTb.

outbreak, n ['avtbreik] — Hawao, BCIbIIIKA, BHE3AITHOE HAYAJIO
outlet, n ['avtlet] — BeIxO

overthrow, v ['auvabrou] — cBeprarb

perpetual, adj [pa’pefval] — mocTosiHHBIN, BEUHBIH
persistent, adj [pa’sist(o)nt] — mOCTOSIHHBIN

plight, n [plart] — myuuTenbHOE, OEICTBEHHOE MOJIOKEHHE
plot, n [plot] — yuacTok 3emiun

point, n [point] — myHKT, epesiom

poll tax [pavl teeks] — moaymHbIi HamOT, AYyIIH

populace, n ['popjules] — mpocroit Hapo, Macchl, HaceIecHUE
predecessor, n [ pri:disesa] — npe/aiecTBEHHUK

preference for smb over smb ['prefrons] — npeanourenue koro-audo
prevail over [pri'vell "auva(r)] — npeobnanaTh Hax

prompt, v [prom(p)t] — moOy>x1athb

prospect, n [ prospekt] — mepcnexTrBa, MaHel Ha OyayIIee
provoke, v [pra‘vouk] — BeI3bIBaTH

punishment, n [ 'panifm(a)nt] — Hakazanme

put down, v [ put daon] — nmogaBuTH

raise, v [reiz] — BociuThIBaTh, paCTHThH
ravage, v [ revidz] — omycromats, pa3opsTh
rebellion, n [r1'beljon] — BoccTanue

redemption, n [ri'demp/n] — morariexHwue, BbIILIaTa, BHITOJHEHUE 00513aTEIbCTBA
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regain, v [ ri’'gein] — BepHyTh ceOe, BOCCTAHABIMBATD
reign, n [rein] — napcTBoBaHKE, MPaBICHUE

require, v [rr'kwaio] — TpeboBaTh, HYKIaThCS

restrict, v [r1'strikt] — orpanuumBath

resume, Vv [r1'zju:m] — B0O300HOBUTH, POIOJDKUTH
reverse, V [I1'V3:S] — U3MEHHUTb, OTMECHSTbH, aHHYJUPOBATh
revolt, n [r1'voult] — BoccTanue

riot, n [ 'rarot] — OyHT, Oecriops 0K

route, v [ru:t] —mopora, mapmpyt

rule, n [ru:l] — npaBuio

rural, adj [ 'ruar(o)l] — cenbckuii

secular, adj ['sekjulo] — cBeTCcKUI

sedition, n [s1'dif(9)N] — mpH3BIB K MATEKY
seize, V [si:z] — 3axBaTbIBaTh

sentence, Vv [ 'sent(o)ns] — npuroBapuBath
serfdom, n [s3:fdom] — kpenocTHOE MPaBO
setback, n ['setbak] — Heynaua

sign, n [sain] — npu3Hak

shortage, n [ fo:tids] — HexBaTka, neUIIAT
socialite n [ 'soufo lait] — cBeTCKMil YemOBEK, 3aHUMAIOIIUN BHIHOE TTOJIOKECHHUE B
oO1ecTBe

sovereign, N ['spvrin] — MOHapX, MPaBUTEb
SOW, V [Ssou] — cesTh

span, v [sp&n] — oxBaThIBATh

state, adj [stert] — rocymapcTBeHHbBIH

stick, v [stik] — mpunepxuBaThCSI

strike, n [straik] — 3abacToBka
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struggle, n ['strag(a)l] — 6opsba

succeed, v [sok'si:d] — HaciemoBaTh, CMEHSTH
succession, n [sok'sef(a)n] — mociieqoBaTEILHOCTD
support, v [sa'po:t] — mogmepkuBaTH

suppression, n [sa'pref(a)n] — monasicHUE
surrender, n [so'rends] — caada, KamUTYJIAIAS

survive, v [Sa'vaiv] — BBIXKUBATh

tacit, adj [ 'teesit] — moTgaIMBBIMA

threaten, v [ 'Oret(o)n] — yrpoxars

throne, n [Oroon] — Tpon

tighten, v [ 'tarton] — ycunusath

topicality, n [ 'topikaliti] — akTyansHOCTB
tripartite, adj [trar pa:tart] — TporicTBeHHBIIH
turn out, v [ t3:n avt] — okazaThCs

turning, adj [ to:niy] — mOBOPOTHBII

tutor, n [ 'tju:to] — mpenomaBaTesnb, JOMAITHUN YIUTEITb

undermine, v [ando'main] — moapsIBaTh, pa3pymiaTh
unprecedented, adj [an'presidentid] — OecnperieieHTHBIMH
unrest, n [an'rest] — 6eciopsmok

upheaval, n [ ap hi:v(e)l] — mepeBopor

uprising, n [Ap 'raizin] — BoccTanue
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victorious, adj [vik'to:ries] — mobeaoHOCHBIH

violent, adj [ 'varal(o)nt] — sxecTokuii

war, n [wo:(r)] — BoitHa
whim, n [wim] — npuxoTh

womanizing, n [*'womaonaizin] — pacimyTcTBO
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