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ПРЕДИСЛОВИЕ

В условиях глобализации и интернационализации мирового научного пространства, опытные научные деятели и их молодые коллеги должны обладать рядом знаний, которые позволили бы им успешно интегрироваться в международное научное сообщество. Данное учебно-методическое пособие призвано способствовать развитию теоретических и практических знаний и навыков, необходимых для ведения научной деятельности в современном мире. Основная цель работы заключается в расширении и усовершенствовании представлений современного исследователя о принципах и средствах ведения научной деятельности и распространения ее результатов. Особое внимание уделяется информационно-коммуникационным технологиям, способствующим эффективности сбора, обработки и распространения информации.  Принципы и средства, описываемые в данном пособии, в основном основаны на североамериканском опыте. 

Данная разработка является основным пособием к специальному магистерскому курсу «Современные принципы и средства научной деятельности».  Пособие также может являться дополнительным материалом к курсам «Информационные технологии в образовании» и «Информационные технологии в филологии». Разработка в первую очередь предназначена для магистрантов и аспирантов, работающих в области лингвистики и педагогики; она также может представлять интерес для вузовских преподавателей и научных деятелей, ведущих исследования в других областях.

Материалы пособия изложены в четырех основных частях (модулях). Хотя автор рекомендует следовать указанному порядку изучения частей, каждый модуль может изучаться в любом порядке и независимо от других частей. Подобная модульная система облегчает адаптацию материала к разнообразным образовательным контекстам, включая дистанционное обучение и самообразование. Каждый модуль сопровождается заданиями, которые направлены не только на оценку полученных знаний, но в первую очередь на развитие и закрепление практических навыков. Списки дополнительных материалов, сопровождающие третий и четвертый модули, могут быть использованы для самостоятельного углубления знаний по изучаемой тематике.  

INTRODUCTON

In the age of globalization, experienced scholars and their young colleagues must have skills and knowledge that would let them be a part of global academic world. The demand for researches able to learn from and contribute to the world knowledge has become even more acute due to growing numbers of international projects and ventures. Becoming a part of the world scholarly community is not only a matter of speaking English, which has been recognized as lingua franca. It is also a matter of knowing rules of conduct that have to be followed in order to feel integrated into global academe. These rules concern every step that a scholar takes when designing a study for global audience, participating in international conferences, or looking for ways to be published in a respected scholarly journal. 

In this work, a reader will find answers to some urgent questions that a researcher may have when attempting to join international academic world. The major goal of this publication is to provide experienced and young researchers with tools necessary to conduct research and disseminate its findings. The focus is on modern information-communication technologies (ICT) that make scholarly work more efficient and feasible. The principles and tools described in this work are primarily used by North-American scholars, specifically those working in the U.S.A. 

This publication was developed as a primary reading for a master level special course “Modern research principles and tools”. It can also be used as a secondary reading for such courses as “Information-communication technologies in education” and “Information-communication technologies in philology”. The target audience is master and doctoral level students majoring in linguistics and pedagogics. The work could also be of interest to other majors, as well as university professors and school teachers who have active research agenda.  

The work is divided into four modules with sub-modules. While it is recommended that readers follow the given order and study all modules, each module could be studied individually and in any order. Such structure makes it easier to adjust the reading to a variety of educational contexts including on-line delivery of materials and independent study. Each module is accompanied by module assignments that are meant to be not just assessment tools but first of all serve as educational tools as they require students to practice module skills. Additional resources that follow modules three and four could be used for further exploration of topics, as well as for reference purposes. 

MODULE 1

COLLECTING DATA FOR RESEARCH

1.1. Doing Literature Review

Information communication technologies have made the process of collecting data for research faster, easier and more convenient for further use. The first step in conducting any worthy research is to do a literature review, i.e. reading and summarizing what other scholars have found in a given topic. Thorough literature review makes it possible to 1) study previous findings, 2) formulate research questions by finding out what it is that still needs to be studies, and 3) establish theoretical framework that will guide the study. Considering how important the literature review is, it becomes apparent why the process of finding relevant literature needs to yield reliable and useful sources – articles, monographs, books, and other documents.

Computers are invaluable tools for locating relevant literature. Nowadays many university and public libraries provide access to electronic databases of a number of indexes and reputable journals. Indexes provide a searchable list of authors, titles, places of publications and sometimes abstracts (summaries of publications). Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts (LLBA) is a database that includes international literature in all aspects of the study of language. PsycINFO (http://www.apa.org/psycinfo/) contains 2.7 million records and provides bibliographic citations, abstracts, cited references, and descriptive information of scholarly publications in the behavioral and social sciences (including education, sociology and linguistics).  Modern Language Association produces MLA International Bibliography (http://www.mla.org/publications/bibliography) that covers bibliographic records pertaining to literature, language, linguistics, and folklore. Educators in the U.S.A. often start their search by going to ERIC, Education Resources Information Center, available at http://www.eric.ed.gov/ or via libraries. One of the major research tools is EBSCO (http://www.ebsco.com/home/) which enables to search several databases at the same time.

Most of the databases are not free services. However many university and public libraries subscribe to such databases and library users can access them. Kazan State University has subscription to a number of electronic databases such as JSTORE (http://www.jstor.org) or HSS Collection by Oxford University Press (http://www.oxfordjournals.org/) that enable locating research in linguistics and education.

1.2. Evaluating Literature

Because the Internet is not controlled and open to anyone to publish, accuracy and validity of its resources have to be carefully evaluated, which is especially important when conducting research. While you may find a myriad of resources on a topic of interest, their quality (rigor of research design, reliability and validity of findings, etc.), could be questionable. 

Perhaps the most important indication of quality for scholarly work is where it is published. If it is an article in a journal, consider what type of journal it is: is it peer-reviewed (i.e. several reviewers read and recommended the article for publication), international, national or local, online or has print version as well, free or has paid subscription. While being international or national and having paid subscription may be a good indication of a quality journal, some peer-reviewed free online journals, such as Language Learning and Technology available at http://llt.msu.edu/, could also publish high quality articles. To evaluate the journal, you can also check out the list of journal editors and contributors (sponsors), as well as requirements for publication. If all you need to publish in a journal is to pay (which is often a case in many Russian publications), then you need to be especially cautious. Another source of relevant literature is conference proceedings, however keep in mind that in many cases they provide just an overview of a study and sometimes are not based on carefully designed research. When evaluating a book, consider the publisher: well-known publishing houses will not jeopardize their reputation by publishing poorly done scholarly research. 

Internet sources, such as online encyclopedias (wikipedias), websites of individuals or organizations, blogs, forums, collections of papers found on sites similar to http://referat.ru/ may be easy to access but difficult to rely on. For anyone who wants to conduct quality research, these sources could be used for reference but should not be taken for trustworthy material without addition reliability check. Even if one decides to cite such sources, he/she might want to comment on their possible flaws. 

The evaluation of literature continues in the process of reading. Consider the following questions:

· Read the preface and browse through the table of contents and the index. Is your topic covered in enough depth to be helpful? 

· Check for a list of references or other citations that look as if they will lead you to related material that would be good sources. 

· Determine the intended audience. Consider the tone, style, level of information, and assumptions the author makes about the reader. 

· Try to determine if the content of the source is fact, opinion, or propaganda. 

· Do you think there's enough evidence offered? 

· Is the language objective or emotional? 

· Are there broad generalizations that overstate or oversimplify the matter? 

· Check for accuracy. Grammar, spelling and style mistakes may talk about the low quality of the publication.

· Do some cross-checking. 

· How credible is the author? (Adapted from The OWL at Purdue http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/03/). 

1.3. Managing Literature

1.3.1. Annotating 

When doing extensive literature review for a term paper, theses or dissertation, it is important to adapt an efficient method of analyzing and synthesizing information. One of the helpful ways to review literature and not to loose track of it is to annotate each source according to a uniform template such as that provided in Figure 1. The template provided could be adapted depending on the goals of ones’ study. If possible, the annotation needs to be done while or right after reading an article or book. The goal of such annotation is to analyze the article and select information most relevant to ones’ own research. Needless to say, that annotation enables to make information more easily retrievable later on without relying on memory. It also helps to synthesize previous research as it enables grouping articles, tagging them with keywords and later use when writing a literature review, discussing ones own findings, making generalizations or comparison, or offering recommendations. 

Figure 1: Template for Annotating Literature

	1. Author, title and bibliographic information (year of publication, journal title and issue, publishing house, pages, etc.) in accepted for publication reference format.

2. Research question(s): what questions the study attempts to answer?

3. Research approach: theoretical, experimental, survey, quantitative, qualitative, mixed-method, etc. What theoretical framework was used? 

4. Data collected: instruments used, study participants, when and where the study was conducted).

5. Method of analysis: how the data was analyzed (for example, qualitative discourse analysis).

6. Most interesting findings and useful citations.

7. Relevance to own research (what and where this source could be cited in your own work).

8. Keywords (optional).




1.3.2. Using Electronic Bibliography Managers

Electronic bibliographic database management tools could help make the process of collecting, saving and searching reviewed literature more efficient. Such tools have replaces paper-based index cards that have been used in pre-PC era. They offer a variety of features including recording the bibliographic information in a preset bibliographic style (which makes it later easier to make references list), indexing and searching database, sorting and organizing publications. Many electronic bibliography managers provide space for annotations. 

Probably the most well-known bibliographer manager in the academic circles in the North America is EndNote (http://www.endnote.com/). It enables creating a personal library with links to full texts and images located on the WWW or downloaded. EndNote could be used as a stand-alone program (that is downloaded to a computer) or as a web-based service (http://www.endnoteweb.com/). While the quality of such software for researchers is unquestionable and has been tested for many years, EndNote is a commercial program and costs more than $200 per individual license. However, there is a number of open-source software that offers comparable features. 

One of the recently released bibliographic database management tools freely available for users is Zotero http://www.zotero.org/. This web-based program is an extension of Firefox (one of the web browsers, similar to Internet Explorer) and therefore requires the user to download Firefox browser. Among other features, Zotero provides interface for 30 languages and enables taking notes in any language, which makes it very handy for linguists working with several languages. It also allows the user to store PDFs, images and web pages, cite from within Word, and collaborate with group libraries. Because it is web-based, it enables to access the library from anywhere. Among other free bibliography managers, one can mention Bibus http://bibus-biblio.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page and Aigaion http://www.aigaion.nl/. 

1.4. Collecting Data Online

1.4.1. Using Electronic Texts

The World Wide Web is full of electronic texts that could be used for linguistic analysis. Here are some of possible ways to use these free data for research purposes:

· Analyzing the language of electric media (journals, newspapers, TV channels, etc.). Media studies could include research of media genres, lexicon, syntax, images/signs, etc.

· Comparing and contrasting media texts in different languages. This is especially productive for those interested in intercultural communication and translation.

· Studying new literary genres and forms of communication such as blogging, social networking, wiki, and web conferencing. This may yield good results for those working in the fields of sociolinguistic, psycholinguistics, stylistics, computer-mediated communication, etc.

1.4.2. Conducting Online Surveys

Educational research often involves surveys. Basically a survey is asking questions related to the issue of interest. While a survey could be done by mail, telephone or face-to-face, modern technologies enable conducting online surveys. Such an electronic questioning has many benefits. First of all, it makes it easier to recruit participants around the globe or around the corner: a researcher and a participant do not need to be in a certain place and meet each other in person. Second, online surveys are more appealing to young people who prefer to do everything online and who type faster than write by hand. Third, it is less time consuming for technically savvy researchers who do not need to meet or call participants and write down answers or record oral answers and transcribe them. And finally, electronically recorded survey results are easy to analyze as they are already formatted for further analysis with the help of appropriate computer programs.

Survey Monkey, located at http://www.surveymonkey.com/, is one of the most popular sites for publishing and analyzing a survey. It enables creating surveys with a variety of questions from multiple choice to open-ended.  Survey Monkey supports any language and provides a good selection of designs and templates that makes it easy for a novice to create a professionally looking survey. This service also automatically analyze the results: it creates graphs and chats showing the summary of answers or letting the researcher view separate survey answers.  However, this is commercial software but it offers basic services for free. The basic account allows creating a survey with maximum 10 questions and lets the user collect responses from maximum 100 people. 

Similar paid and free services are offered by QuestionPro http://www.questionpro.com/ and Zoomerang http://www.zoomerang.com (Zoomerang allows 30 questions for a free account). Among less sophisticated but free online survey services, one can mention Mister Poll http://www.misterpoll.com and FreeOnlineSurvey http://freeonlinesurveys.com/. 

Module 1 Assignments

Task 1:

Step 1. Go to ERIC at http://www.eric.ed.gov/ and search for a selected a keyword (for example, “language”). Then conduct a Search Within Results by selecting “show only results with free full text directly from ERIC”. This will give you an access to articles in PDF. Download 4-5 articles.

Step 2. Read and annotate articles you downloaded in step 1. Follow the Template for Annotating Literature in Figure 1.

Step 3. Start creating your personal library in one of the bibliographic database management tools. If you do not have an access to EndNote, go to http://www.zotero.org/ and create an account. You need to have Firefox browser on your computer to be able to use Zotero. Use articles you located and annotated in steps 1 and 2 to start building your library. In order to avoid copying and pasting information from the annotations, you may want to skip Step 2 and start using the bibliographic manager right after locating appropriate sources in Step 1.  

Task 2

Go to http://delicious.com/ and open your personal account. Start creating your bookmark library by saving your Favorites, if you have any. Browse bookmarks saved by other delicious users and save at least 3 new bookmarks in your own account. When you have a list of a few bookmarks, click on “edit” button below the link. Insert tags, i.e. label the link to make it easy understand what the resource is all about.  You may also add notes. Then put your course instructor’s email in the “send” box, so that she/he could see that you’ve completed the assignment.

Task 3

Go to http://www.surveymonkey.com and create a basic free account. Create a survey consisting of 10 questions, preferably in your field of research. Make sure you have at least 3 different types of questions such as multiple choice or open-ended. Send the link to at least 3 people (or exchange links with your classmates) and ask them to participate in this survey. Check the results and write a short report that provides a list of questions and describes results.

MODULE 2

ICT TOOLS FOR ANALIZING DATA

2.1. Software for Quantitative Studies 

There is a great number of free and paid software that enables analyzing data. Methods and instruments used for analysis depend of course on the research questions and study design. Many researchers who conduct quantitative studies use SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences, http://www.spss.com/) that have recently have been re-branded and renamed to PASW (Predictive Analytics SoftWare) (Wikipedia). This program enables to carry on sophisticated statistic analysis including descriptive and bivariate statistics. A free alternative to SPSS is PSPP (http://www.gnu.org/software/pspp/).  Excel (Microsoft Office Excel) is a spreadsheet-application written by Microsoft that includes a number of features that could be of help for researchers who conduct statistical analysis. It allows the user to create tables, perform calculations and draw graphs. An Excel 2007 Tutorial could be found online here http://www.fgcu.edu/support/office2007/Excel/index.asp or download a PDF from here http://www.franklin.edu/franklin/files/slc/excel_tutorial.pdf. 

2.2. Concordancing

Those interested in researching large volumes of electronic texts may find it useful to learn methods of corpus linguistics that utilizes concordancing software. A corpus (plural corpora) is basically a collection of texts and corpus linguistics is an approach to studying these texts. Running concordance means going through large amounts of text (corpus) in order to find patterns of words usage. Concordaning enables to calculate the frequency of words, i.e. to calculate how many times a given word, phrase or a part of a word are used in a corpus. It also shows the context in which a word of interest is used. The corpus-based approach to language analysis may help researchers in a variety of linguistic areas including lexicography, grammar, discourse, language acquisition, and historical linguistics (Biber, Conrad and Reppen, 2002
). For example, one may create corpuses of all articles published in a given online newspaper or a journal and study the language of these texts. Those interested in diachronic study of the language may want to compare how the language has changed over the years and study the changes in the list of top frequently used words or average length of sentences. Synchronists may want to compare the language of several newspapers that publish on the same media topic (economics, politics, health, sports, etc.) but have their distinct way of doing it. Concordancing may let the linguist talk about political views of a newspaper and journalistic styles of its journalists.  

Because corpus-based linguistics has been around for many years and has proved to be productive, there is a great number of researchers and research centers that have been working on creating large corpuses of different languages. Such corpuses are often tagged, i.e. it is not just plain text but each (or selected) word is tagged in accordance with its linguistic characteristics, such as part of speech or semantic meaning, which make it possible to conduct broader range of research. The research team at Princeton University has developed a large lexical database of English called WordNet® , http://wordnet.princeton.edu/ . In this corpus, parts of speech  are grouped into sets of cognitive synonyms (synsets). WordNet is free for download. There is also a Russian WordNet available at http://wordnet.ru/. If you are interested in what research could be done with the help of WordNet, here http://lit.csci.unt.edu/~wordnet/ you can find a list of publications based on this program. 

One more research tool that has to do with corpus linguistics is Visual Interactive Syntax Learning (VISL) available at http://visl.sdu.dk/visl2/corpus_linguistics.html.  Here you can select a language, pre-created corpus and perform a search of a word obtaining concordancing results. Corpuses in VISL are tagged and therefore could be of special interest to those interested in syntax. 

More English corpora can be found here:

Cobuild Bank of English (wordbanks online) http://www.cobuild.collins.co.uk/ 
British National Corpus (corpus demo) http://info.ox.ac.uk/bnc/
Hong Kong Virtual Language Centre (Various corpora) http://www.edict.com.hk/concordance/default.htm
Voice of America Special English (simplified) http://www.manythings.org/voa/sentences.htm
Links to corpora in different languages: http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~barlow/ http://visl.hum.sdu.dk/visl/corpus.html
2.3. Visual Tools for Data Analysis & Presentation

Modern technologies enable data analysis and presentation with the help of visual tools, such as graphs, tables, pictures, maps, or special software. For example WordCount at http://wordcount.org/main.php provides visual representation of a frequency of a word among 86,800 most frequently used English words taken from British National Corpus®.  Visual Thesaurus http://www.visualthesaurus.com/ is tool that enables creating word maps with a search word in the center and numerous related words as branches. The Thesaurus provides definition of all related words, each of which could be further explored.

Mind mapping and concept mapping are visual tools for presenting information. Such graphic organizers are used to create diagrams (maps) to organize information which may help in understanding and remembering. These tools can enhance learning and help in research as they enable seeing the “big picture” of a concept in one visually appealing map. FreeMind, available for free download at http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page, could be used for keeping track of project, internet research or for“keeping a collection of small or middle sized notes with links on some area which expands as needed”. This could be helpful for writing literature review or seeing connections between bits of research data.  Similar features could be found in ViewYourMind (http://sourceforge.net/projects/vym/# ).

Among many sites that offer visualization tools, Many Eyes http://manyeyes.alphaworks.ibm.com/manyeyes/visualizations is probably the most useful for linguists and language teachers. It offers four types of such tools: Word Tree, Tag Cloud, Wordle, and Phrase Net. One more interesting visualization tool is a tag cloud. A tag cloud enables picturing frequency of words in a given text. Words appear in an alphabet order and a size of each word depends on how frequent it is, i.e. more frequent words are shown in a larger font. Another way to represent frequency of words in a given text is a "Wordle". These tools could be of help to researchers who use methods of corpus linguistics and run concordancing. A word tree enables selecting a word or phrase and showing it in different contexts which are arranged in a tree-like branching structure.  In its turn a phrase net presents a diagram that reveals relationships between different words used in a text. 

Module 2 Assignments

TASK 1: Concordancing Activity: Applying Simple Concordance Program (SCP)

For this assignment you should select two relatively long electronic texts you would analyze and compare. For example, these could be two research articles published in online versions of referred journals, one of which is devoted to theoretical mathematics and the other one to literature. Or you can compare the language of class discussion exchange (online or live), blog postings, email exchanges, online tutorials, speeches of famous people, etc. 

Download the Simple Concordance Program (SCP 4.0.9) from http://www.textworld.com/. SCP enables searching for words or phrases, showing frequency of word usage and generating concordances where key words/phrases are displayed in the context.  SCP can also produce a word frequency profile and some statistical properties of the texts. Below is a short SCP tutorial to help you start using SCP. It is highly recommended that you also use SCP Help to get better understanding of SCP features.

1. Preparing texts

To run concordancing, first save the texts of your choice in .txt format. To do that, copy and paste a text into Microsoft Word document. Then save it as Plain Text and select Insert line breaks (in some Word versions you should save as TextFile with line breaks). You can also create and save a text in Notepad. Create two separate files for each text you will compare.

2. Creating and saving a new project

Start Simple Concordance Program. To create a new SCP project, click the File > New menu item. Give a title to your project. Click Browse and select the folder with your text files in your computer, highlight the file and click Add selected files to the project, then press the OK button. When prompted, click Save. Saved file will have an extension .scp. You should create two separate projects for two texts you will compare.

3. Text processing commands

What commands one should use depends on a research question. For the purposes of this project, you should:

1) find out top 10 frequent nominative words (i.e. words with meaning, such as nouns, verbs, or adjectives; it excludes articles, prepositions, etc.) in both texts. Then compare the two top lists and speculate why they differ or similar.

To perform this activity go to File > Open and select one of the projects your have saved (it should have .scp extension). Select the Word List tap. Then in a drop down menu change Ascending Alphabetic Order to Decreasing Frequency Order. Select the Word List button. You should be able to see each word in the vocabulary together with its frequency of occurrence. Select only nominative words for your top 10 list. Do the same with the second project. Compare the two top lists. 

2) select 3 frequently used words, preferably a noun, a verb and an adjective or adverb, that are used in both texts and compare how they are used in context (what word collocations they form and in what syntactical constructions they appear).

To do so, you should again select one of the projects by going to File > Open. Select the Concordance tap (by default Concordance tap is open when you just start the program). Type the word you have selected into the Keys box and click on the Word radio button. Then press the Kwic button. You should see all instances of the use of a word appear with a line number at the start of each example. If you press the Line button, you will see lines where the word is used. Do the same for all three words in both texts. Go through contexts focusing on how words are used: what collocations they make up and/or in what syntactical constructions they are used. Compare the contextual usage of these three words as they appear in two texts of your choice.

You may want to export the frequency counts and concordancing results into a Word document. To do it, after you performed the procedure (frequency count or concordancing), go to File > Save and save it in an appropriate folder.

Once you completed the procedures, writer up a one-page report indicating:

1) texts used (title, URL, genre, length, etc.);

2) results of frequency counts for both texts compared and your discussion why the top 10 list differ or similar;

3 ) results of concordancing of three words in two texts and you discussion of why it could be so.

Concordancing of Texts in Russian

In case you study texts in Russian or compare Russian and English texts, use the following instructors.

Russian texts should also be saved in plain text format. When saving, select “Other encoding” and choose “Cyrillic Windows”. Also select “Insert line breaks”.

Then when in concordancing:

1. When opening a new project, change alphabet in “Scanning Rules” by clicking “Edit”, then selecting “based on Russian-CP1251”. Then click “font” and select “Windows Cyrillic (CP1251)”. 

2. Click OK, save, and name the project saving it at an appropriate folder.

TASK 2: Visualization

For this assignment we will be exploring the Many Eyes site and its visualization tools. 

1. Go to http://manyeyes.alphaworks.ibm.com/manyeyes/page/create_visualization.html and choose the data set. If you do not want to register to the site (which will require your email address, password, your user name and some other information), you can select “use on of the existing data sets”. 

2. Browse exiting data sets uploaded by other users and select one of them by clicking on the title of the data set. 

3. Click on “visualize” button below the text of the data set you selected. Select a type of visualization and follow the directions. 

4. When you get the result, write the title of visualization and click “publish”. 

5. Click “share this” button below visualization and select “email this visualization”. Email the link to your instructor for her/his review.

6. Repeat the same steps for other types of visualizations so that to publish all four types - Word Tree, Tag Cloud, Wordle, and Phrase Net.

7. It is highly recommended that you do this assignment with your own texts (corpus). To be able to do that you have to register to the site here: https://manyeyes.alphaworks.ibm.com/manyeyes/register. you also need to put together texts and create a corpus that you will upload to the site. You may want to create two corpora to be able to compare them. Read more about how to compare two texts in tag clouds here: http://manyeyes.alphaworks.ibm.com/manyeyes/page/Tag_Cloud.html.  

MODULE 3

PUBLISHING ONLINE AND OFF-LINE

3.1. Publishing Scholarly Research

Much scholarly research leads to public presentations and publications. Many universities require their scholars to have active research agenda, which is proved by the number of publications. No candidate or doctoral dissertation can be defended without previous publications. Extensive publications is not just the evidence of scholar’s  intellectual abilities, it is also a  way to secure funds for further research and/or get promotion. 

In Russia, the most desirable scholarly journals for publications are those approved by VAK (Vyschaya Attestatcionnaya Komissiya). The list of VAK-friendly Russian journals can be found here http://vak.ed.gov.ru/ru/list/. Besides journals published in Russia, VAK approves publications in foreign journals which belong to three Web of Science (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_of_Science) citation systems: Science Citation Index Expanded Social Sciences Citation Index, Arts and Humanities Citation Index. The Web of Science is an online academic service that develops citation indices showing which articles have been cited (referenced) in recent publications. The number of citations for a given publication reveals how important and influential the article/book is, thus showing  the impact of a given research. Therefore, publication in journals that are reviewed by the Web of Science is more prestigious and desirable. 

You can see the list of journals by subject covered in the Social Sciences Citation Index here http://science.thomsonreuters.com/cgi-bin/jrnlst/jlsubcatg.cgi?PC=SS and in the Arts and Humanities Citation Index here http://science.thomsonreuters.com/cgi-bin/jrnlst/jlsubcatg.cgi?PC=H. Below is a list of selected journals related to linguistics, language learning, and education belonging to one or both of these indices.

When selecting a journal for publication, it is important to locate and carefully study a journal official site which will provide information about the mission and goals of a journal. Such information will help to determine if one’s work could be of interest for a given journals and if it could be admitted for review and publications. When preparing an article for publications, one may need to find requirements for publication of a selected journal. Such requirements may concern not only the format of a manuscript (fonts, tables, image format) but also its’ genre and style. For example, Teachers College Record accepts feature articles, commentaries, research notes, and technical reports (see http://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentId=11713 for more details). A genre dictates the length of publication. It could be a 1000 word commentary or a 30-page long feature article. In Russia, however, an article is a publication that is 5 or more pages long.

Some journals target field specialists, while others could be less formal and more comprehendible to non-experts. Some prefer to publish results of experimental research with heavy emphasis on statistics, while others welcome qualitative research, case studies, etc. Therefore it is highly recommended to read a few last issues of a journal to see if your style, study design and intended audience match journal’s philosophy. Many journals sometimes announce call for proposals and provide a description of desirable topics for a special issue. Publication of a manuscript closely related to a special issue topic is more probable than publication of other works.

There are several stages of manuscript screening in quality scholarly journals. After the manuscript is submitted (which is now often done online), one of the editors of a journal review the article and decide if it ‘publishable’, that is it matches journal’s mission and contain general features of a quality academic article (based on sound research design, written in academic style, etc.).  Then an editor finds two scholars who could serve as reviewers, that is who will read the article carefully and comment on its’ quality. Such peer-review is a blind process, i.e. reviewers do not know whose work they review, while an author of a manuscript do not know who reviews his/her work. Reviewers may recommend the editor to publish the article as it is, to publish it after revision or to refuse publication due to many reasons including inadequate literature review, major flaws in research design, unsound discussion of results, etc. An author may chose to revise an article and resubmit it, if an editor allows him/her to do so. Or the author may start looking for another journal which better fits the manuscript. Even if the article is recommended for publication, it may take more than a year from the time of first submission to actual publication in a journal. It is also worth mentioning that many prestigious journals do not ask fees for publication, nor do they pay the author royalties. 

Indeed publishing in a journal cold be very time consuming and labour intensive. It could be less problematic and faster to publish in conference proceedings, which is a collection of conference presentations. The format of such proceedings may also depend on the publisher but usually it is less rigid. While many good conferences perform peer review of conference proposals (summaries of intended presentations), this screening is not as intense as in journals. Moreover, articles for proceedings usually do not require very extensive literature review and give less detailed description and discussion of research.  At the same time, proceedings are not covered in Social Sciences Citation Index or Arts and Humanities Citation Index and therefore such publications will not be considered as a work published in a VAK approved journal.

For more information on how to publish in ESOL and/or applied linguistics, download and read the following publication: http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/bin.asp?CID=334&DID=1026&DOC=FILE.PDF 

3.2. Plagiarism/Copyrights

When preparing an article for public presentation and/or publication, it is essential to learn rules which are expected to be followed in the country where a work is planned to appear. One of the most important rules is related to the requirement for documenting sources of words, ideas, images, video- and audio- materials, i.e. everything that could be protected under copyright law.  “Copyright is a form of intellectual property that gives the author of an original work exclusive right for a certain time period in relation to that work, including its publication, distribution and adaptation, after which time the work is said to enter the public domain” (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright). To establish copyright some countries require formalities (such as obtaining a patent), however other countries recognize copyright without its official registration, i.e. any completed work is copyrighted. It means one can not use (copy) someone’s ideas, words, books, articles, multimedia material, etc. without proper citation of their author(s) and/or sometimes without official permission to use this intellectual property given by an author.

For researchers, especially those who target global audience, it is critical to make sure that they provide proper citation for every word and idea previously expressed by someone else or otherwise they could be charged of plagiarism. Plagiarism is the "use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one's own original work ( http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/plagiarism). Even if the idea is paraphrased, its author has to be credited. Therefore, for the researcher it is important to do extensive literature review to make sure she/he does not copy someone’s ideas as unintentional usage may not justify copying. 

Every direct or indirect citation, as well as restatement of someone else’s words, has to be credited, i.e. the author of such words has to be identified according to citation rules used in a publication/presentation. Direct citations have to be put in quotation marks “…”. Restatement of someone’s words with proper citation is allowed but new phrasing should not closely resemble original words. For example, changing the order of words or sentences and/or replacement of a few words with synonyms is not appropriate and may be considered plagiarism. 

In the world of academe, charges of plagiarism are treated as academic dishonesty. Besides loosing good reputation, a researcher, student or professor at a U.S. university or research center could loose a job or can be expelled from the educational/research institution if charged of plagiarism. While such severe consequences are unheard of in most Russian universities, they might become a reality for those who ‘go west’ or go global. 

3.3. Citing Sources in Social Sciences

Three are two major types of citing guidelines used in the U.S. and some international publications: APA (American Psychological Association) and MLA (Modern Language Association). APA formatting and style rules are most commonly used in educational research. An excellent tutorial for formatting essays in APA style could be found here: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ . MLA style is more common in works related to linguistics and humanities. The MLA 2009 guide could be found here: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. Both of these styles provide guidelines for general formatting of papers (fonts, spacing, margins, headings, etc.), text citations, endnotes/footnotes, and references (works cited). 

Additional Resources

Selected international journals covered in Social Sciences Citation Index and Arts and Humanities Citation Index

Annual Review of Applied Linguistics http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=APL 

English Language and Linguistics http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=ELL 

International Journal of Lexicography http://ijl.oxfordjournals.org/ 

Journal of Language, Identity, and Education http://www.language-policy.org/content/JLIE/index.htm 

Language and Intercultural Communication http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t794297827~db=all 

Modern Language Review http://www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Journals/mlr.html 

American Educational Research Journal http://www.aera.net/publications/?id=315 

Computer Assisted Language Learning

 http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t716100697 

Foreign Language Annals http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3280 

Journal of Computer Assisted Learning http://www.jcal.info/ 

The Journal of Educational Research http://www.heldref.org/pubs/jer/about.html 

Language Learning and Technology http://llt.msu.edu/ 

Language Teaching Research http://ltr.sagepub.com/ 

Russian Education and Society  http://www.mesharpe.com/mall/results1.asp?ACR=RES 

The Turkish Online Journal of Educational Technology http://www.tojet.net/ 

Other Journals on Language and Linguistics (including free online journals)

TESL-EJ http://www.tesl-ej.org/wordpress/ 

Translation Journal http://accurapid.com/journal/tj.htm  

Web Journal of Modern Language Linguistics http://wjmll.ncl.ac.uk/ 
The Chronicle of Higher Education http://chronicle.com/section/Home/5  

Early Modern Literary Studies http://extra.shu.ac.uk/emls/emlshome.html 

TESOL Journal http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/seccss.asp?CID=1997&DID=12258 

Teaching English with Technology http://www.iatefl.org.pl/sig/call/callnl.htm
The Internet TESL Journal http://iteslj.org/
TEFL.NET http://www.tefl.net/
Journal of Computer Mediated Communication http://jcmc.indiana.edu, http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/117979306/home?CRETRY=1&SRETRY=0   

The MERLOT Journal of Online Learning and Teaching http://jolt.merlot.org/ 

Module 3 Assignments

Task 1. Select 3 journals from the list above and explore their mission and goals as well as publication requirements. Write a 250-300 word report comparing journals.

Task 2. Explore APA or MLA tutorials and format one of your term papers in accordance with APA or MLA formatting and style guidelines. The APA tutorial is located here: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/. The MLA guide could be found here: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.

Task 3. Select one of your term papers and examine how works and ideas of other authors are cited. Make changes to plagiarized quotations, if any.

MODULE 4

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

In the age of (digital) information, it has become a necessity to learn new skills and acquire new knowledge to be able to stay up-to-date with advancements in one’s professional field. It requires ongoing professional development which “encompasses all types of facilitated learning opportunities, ranging from college degrees to formal coursework, conferences and informal learning opportunities situated in practice” (Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_development). For scholars and teachers, professional development usually involves participation in conferences and workshops, as well as self-education, which modern ICT has made more accessible and feasable.

4.1. Academic Conferences

Academic conferences (meetings, conventions) create excellent opportunities for professional growth. They are not only a place to talk about ones’ own research and learn what other scholars are doing but also a great place for networking, i.e. for establishing personal relationship with like-minded people around the globe. There are three major types of academic conferences:

· “the themed conference, small conferences organized around a particular topic; 

· the general conference, a conference with a wider focus, with sessions on a wide variety of topics. These conferences are often organized by regional, national, or international learned societies, and held annually or on some other regular basis. 

· the professional conference, large conferences not limited to academics, but with academically-related issues” 

(Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_conference)  

Usually a conference is announced well in advance, sometimes a year or more before scheduled dates. An organization that prepares the conference, which could be a professional association or university, issues a “Call for Papers” or a ‘Call for Abstracts”, describing the conference and inviting scholars to submit their presentation proposals. Each conference may have different requirements for proposals but most require a short abstract (summary). However, AERA http://www.aera.net/AnnualMeeting.htm, for example, asks prospective presenters to submit both an abstract of 100-120 words in length and a narrative paper of 2000 words. These proposals are peer-reviewed and authors receive notifications of their proposals acceptance or refusal. 

One may choose different forms of participation in a conference. Usually conferences offer an opportunity to make an individual presentation where one scholar or a group of co-workers present their own paper on a selected theme. Such individual presentation usually lasts from 10 to 30 minutes including discussions. Most presenters chose to use powerpoint presentations (i.e. multimedia slide shows made with Microsoft Power Point) or other visual materials (handouts, graphs, etc.) to support their presentations and make it more engaging. There are also sessions, panel discussions or roundtables where several presenters discuss one related theme. A poster session is a presentation of a poster, which is a pictorial illustration of a study/theory/idea made on a large piece of hard paper. Posters are usually mounted on desks or portable walls in a hall or a separate showroom and authors accompany their posters ready to talk about their research with conference participants who come up to their posters. Many large conferences also offer tutorials or workshops where participants may gain hands-on experience with innovative methods of teaching/researching or new technologies. There could also be demonstrations and exhibits held by corporations/businesses who promote their products. Below is a list of U.S.-based conferences organized by major professional associations. To learn more how to prepare good conference presentation, read http://aace.org/conf/glearn/presenternotes.htm. 

4.2. Online Opportunities for Professional Development

While participation in a traditional conference could be problematic due to financial, logistical (time, visa and other issues) or personal constrains, involvement in online conferences, courses, seminars and workshops could be less problematic and equally productive. For many scholars and language teachers, virtual participation is the most cost effective and time saving way of engaging into international/global professional community. 

The number of online professional development venues is constantly growing and one needs to be selective when committing oneself to one of them. When choosing an online conference, web seminar (also called webinar) or an online workshop, it is important to check who organizes it. The quality educational services are provided by well-known professional associations (see the list of some of them below) and universities and some private educational centers. Some large conferences offer an opportunity to do virtual presentations, while having traditional live presentation in a specific geographical location. For example, the Association for Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE) offers 3 types of virtual participation in a conference: virtual brief papers, virtual showcases and virtual corporate presentations (see http://aace.org/conf/elearn/categories.htm#VirtualBriefPapers). Individual presenters may choose to upload a multimedia slide show (Power Point presentation) accompanied by a recorded voice of an author making presentation. Such electronic presentations are then uploaded to the conference site where an author may discuss his/her presentation online with those who choose to view the presentation. There are also fully virtual conferences, some of which are done in the 3-D virtual world Second Life (see, for example, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IgL7TOD7l4 or http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4_VWU8wek0&feature=fvw). 

Besides online conferences, professional development opportunities are provided in the form of online workshops or web seminars (webinars). For example, A Consortium of Institutions and Organizations Committed to Quality Online Education (SLOAN-C, http://www.sloan-c.org/aboutus/index.asp) offers over 30 online workshops per year for educators and administrators interested in online education. TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) also offers virtual seminars at http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/seccss.asp?CID=1426&DID=4442. While most of these online workshops are not free, one may also locate quality online seminars that are free of charge, such as that offered by The Association for Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE) http://aace.org/globalu/seminars/ or by EDUCAUSE http://net.educause.edu/live. . 

 The World Wide Web provides endless opportunities for self-education. Podcasts, wikis, blogs, interactive exercises, open-sources courses from reputable universities, online books, journals, and newspapers could offer language teachers, linguists, school and university administrators quality material for obtaining skills and knowledge necessary to keep up with growing demands of information society. Some of such resources for self-education are provided below.

Additional Resources

List of Major U.S.-based Conferences

http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/seccss.asp?CID=1517&DID=8277 TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) Convention

http://conference.merlot.org/ MERLOT (Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching) International Conference

http://www.aera.net/AnnualMeeting.htm AERA (The American Educational Research Association) Annual Meeting

http://www.actfl.org ACTFL (The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Annual Convention and World Languages Expo.  

http://aace.org/conf/ E-Learn - World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate, Government, Healthcare, & Higher Education organized by the Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE) 

http://aace.org/conf/edmedia/ ED-MEDIA World Conference on Educational Multimedia, Hypermedia & Telecommunications

http://site.aace.org/conf/   SITE (Society for Information Technology & Teacher Education) International Conference http://net.educause.edu/ConferencesSeminarsandInstitutes/31  EDUCAUSE conferences and seminars

http://www.sloan-c.org/conferences Sloan-C conferences on online learning

Resources for Self-Education

http://talt.wetpaint.com/ Technology-Assisted Language Teaching wiki created by Gulnara Sadykova offers resources for language teachers willing to integrate technologies.

http://www.educause.edu/podcasts EDUCAUSE podcasts related to educational technology.

http://www.oculture.com/2006/10/university_podc.html Open Culture provides a list of free educational podcasts developed by universities and colleges. 

http://www.freetech4teachers.com/ Free Technology for Teachers is a blog for teachers who would like to get news about educational technologies

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/webinar/ PBS free webinars for educators.

http://net.educause.edu/ConferencesSeminarsandInstitutes/31 EDUCAUSE seminars and institutes, including free webinars.

http://www.ncte.org/seminars NCTE web seminars for teachers of English. 

http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/seccss.asp?CID=1426&DID=4442 TESOL Virtual Seminars (some are free for TESOL members). 

http://net.educause.edu/live EDUCAUSE Live! offers free interactive web seminars on information technology in higher education. 

http://community.discoveryeducation.com/about/webinar_archives A collection of webinars from Discovery Educator Network

http://community.discoveryeducation.com/ The site offers webinars, virtual conferences and free teaching resources from Discovery Educator Network. http://www.sloan-c.org/2010_workshop_schedule SLOAN-C online workshops.

Module 4 Assignments

Task 1. Locate 2-3 conferences in your field that will take place in a near future. Find out the conferences’ themes, requirements for submission abstracts/papers, registration fees and other details. Write a short report (250-300 words) comparing the conferences and selecting the one that best suits your research interests. 

Task 2 Participate in an online webinar or conference presentation (live or recorded) and write a short report (about 300-400 words) describing its topic, major ideas/skills and possible application to your own research or teaching.
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