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Abstract: the article deals with the rites of the maternity cycle, the folklore genres associated with them and the 

peculiarities of their existence in the traditional culture of the Turkic peoples. The authors identify the stages of maternity 
rituals, analyze the folklore texts that form its basis, pay attention to the local features of ritual culture.  

Special attention is paid to the genre of lullabies, their terminology and semantic features, the texts of good wishes  
alkysh, which were typical in the past for many Turkic peoples, are given. The purpose of the article is to analyze the structure 
of the maternity rite cycle and to identify common structural elements characteristic of the ritual folklore of the Turkic peoples. 
In the course of the study, the beliefs and rituals associated with the institution of midwives, the rite of naming, laying in the 
cradle, forty days, the first bath, sunnat, etc. were analyzed.  Each stage of maternity rite is a single structure, but the content 
may vary depending on the territory of historical residence and the development of the people. The practical significance of the 
work is determined by the possibility of using materials in research on folkloristics, in courses on Turkic folklore in universi-
ties, as well as in the compilation of textbooks and methodological manuals on this topic. 
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