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The article deals with the image of the Soviet Union created by Norman Mailer in his nonfiction novel Oswald’s Tale. An American Mystery. Mailer studies life of Lee Harvey Oswald – the assassin of the 35th American President John Fitzgerald Kennedy. The writer follows Oswald’s journey to the USSR, time he spent there and his way back to the USA. Following one of the main principles of New Journalism – participation of the author in the described events – N. Mailer repeats his character’s journey to Minsk. Based on the KGB archives, other documentary sources and his own experience in Belarus Mailer recreates the image of Soviet Russia that existed in Oswald’s mind in order to account for the crime that is still considered to be “the greatest American mystery”. Mailer tries to break the myth of the political background of the assassination, opposing many sources that tried to trace an involvement of Soviet intelligence service. According to Mailer the explanation can be found in the psychology of Lee Harvey Oswald as a typical American. The writer is particularly interested in the reasons for crash of Oswald’s Soviet dream which he finds in the clash of American mentality and the Soviet way of life. 
