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Ilshat Gafurov, Rector of Kazan Federal University: 

Kazan Federal University is one of the oldest higher 
education institutions in Russia. The university has 
always occupied a leading a position in the Russian and 
International educational domains. 

The University’s successful acquisition of federal 
status in 2010 and an implementation of the Russian 
Government Development Program for 2010-2019 are of 
particular importance for the University.

Under the auspices of this program, 370 academic and 
research laboratories, new research and educational 
units were commissioned and equipped, bringing these 
priority areas into direct research focus. 

In 2013 these achievements enabled KFU to become one 
of the top 15 Universities in Russia and a participant in 
the Global Competitiveness project. 

The Higher Institute for Information Technology and 
Information Systems is a modern unit of Kazan Federal 
University and plays a leading role in development of the 
priority area of Information and Communication Systems 
and Cosmology. At KFU we consider the development 
of Information and Communication Systems and 
Cosmology as being in close connection with the study 
of the natural environment, bio-, geo-, chemo-, quantum 
informatics and physical cryptography. 

Moreover, the Institute implements professionally-
oriented practice projects by inviting leading IT-
companies to open their own laboratories and take an 
active part in teaching students. Nowadays it is the most 
effective and popular educational model on the market. 
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Airat Khasianov, Head of Information and Communi-
cation Systems and Cosmology at KFU (one of the uni-
versity’s priority focuses), Head of Higher Institute for 
Information Technology and Information Systems:

Kazan Federal University pays special attention to re-
search in Information and Communication Technologies 
and Cosmology. 

KFU is involved in a whole range of projects with the Min-
istry of Telecom and Mass Communications, as well as 
with companies in the sphere of Infocommunications and 
space technology. Our education and research are aimed 
at solving problems encountered by businesses in this 
area. Fundamental research is based on that conducted 
by the world’s leading scientists.

The best KFU researchers and developers from the 
Higher Institute for Information Technology and Infor-
mation Systems, Nicolay Lobachevsky Institute of Math-
ematics and Mechanics, Institute of Computer Mathe-
matics and Information Technologies all work together 
on autonomous robotics systems, software engineering, 
computer science, artificial intelligence, and digital me-
dia R&D projects.

Space research is conducted along two pathways: Space 
Technology and Cosmology.

Our mission is to bridge the gap between academia and 
the requirements of industry, and to allow research from 
different disciplines to link together. Our goal is to create 
specialists who not only match current developments in 
technology but regularly outperform them, bringing to 

industry the innovations created at the University. Our 
research is either theoretical in nature or geared to-
wards solving real problems facing real industry.

Classes are conducted by professors and scientists of 
Kazan Federal University, and special courses are deliv-
ered by developers and engineers from major IT compa-
nies. A range of courses are taught by professors invited 
from universities abroad. In addition to the theory and 
fundamental disciplines, we pay special attention to the 
applied disciplines. We have more than 20 research IT 
labs (Microsoft lab, Samsung Android lab, IOS lab, Cisco 
Innovation Center, Fujitsu Lab, Robotics Lab, Intelligence 
Search Systems lab etc.), where students work on R&D 
projects.
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Modern ICT systems are becoming ever more powerful 
and versatile, as progress is made in the fields of mi-
crosystems, electronics and networking, as well as 
in the capability to command increasingly intricate cy-
ber-physical systems and robots, and advancements 
made in data processing and human-machine interfac-
es.

Research and development in such fields of ICT as big 
data, natural language processing, advanced robotics, 
high level automation, visualization, human-machine 
interfaces, game development, and new media are con-
ducted in KFU. 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGIES
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Robotics is one of the most promising branches of tech-
nology today. The Higher Institute of Information Tech-
nologies and Information Systems, Polytechnic Institute, 
Mathematics and Mechanics Institute, and Engineering 
Institute of Kazan Federal University all conduct work on 
robotics projects in the laboratory. R&D in the ARS Lab-
oratory aims to find solutions to the biggest challenges 
facing the world today through the power of innovation.

We are also involved in the creation of specialized ob-
ject-oriented models and an integrated software environ-
ment based on development frame apparatus for intelli-
gent systems design.

Major Fields of research: 
 � Adaptive autonomous platforms and equipment;

 � Adaptive navigation systems, radar, control and com-
munication;

 � Integrated telemetry and intelligent sensor systems; 

 � Humanoid robotics.

Key projects:
 � Research into super-high-capacity kinetic energy stor-

age devices (aka Flywheel Energy Storage) made of 
composite materials for UAVs and ground-based plat-
forms;

 � Development of ultra-light compact super-energy-in-
tensive (up to 5 MJ per 1 kg. mass) FES for unmanned 
platforms;

 � Development of inertial navigation system for pedes-
trian navigation. The primary goal is to make an inte-
grated autonomous and semi-autonomous navigation 
system for humanoid platforms.

AUTONOMOUS ROBOTICS SYSTEMS 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE
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VISUALIZATION, INNOVATIVE INTERFACES, DIGITAL MEDIA & 
COMPUTER GAME DEVELOPMENT CENTER OF EXCELLENCE

Digital Media Lab is a unique digital-center open at the 
Higher Institute for ITIS. The laboratory works with gi-
ants of digital business such as Unity Technology, DigiP-
en and Mail.Ru Group.

Digital Media lab developers work on projects for the 
development of computer games on the platforms Unity 
and Unreal Engine, as well as the writing of narrative and 
game design. 

Also we work on Augmented reality (AR) projects (AR 
is a live direct or indirect view of a physical, real-world 
environment whose elements are augmented (or supple-
mented) by computer-generated sensory input such as 
sound, video, graphics or GPS data. 

At the laboratory we teach the theory of sound and its 
treatment, the creation of graphic arts as classical 
methods and using digital technology. Students here 
also learn the basics of 3D-animation, modeling, ren-
dering and effects on Maya Autodesk and Blender plat-
forms, as well as work with Nuke technology.

Major Fields of research: 
 � Cultural and historical reconstruction with elements 

of augmented reality (virtual museums);

 � Computer game development, serious games devel-
opment;

 � Simulation of the manufacturing processes;

 � Innovative interfaces.

Key projects:
 � 3D reconstruction of the Great Bulgaria of the XIV 

century and Sviyazhsk Island;

 � 3D reconstruction of the Interactive Museum of Ka-
zan;

 � Talking Head (joint project with Machine Cognition 
lab).
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THE APPLIED BIG DATA ANALYSIS 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE

It is well known that the amount of available unstruc-
tured data is growing rapidly. Companies use this data 
for different purposes, such as detecting trends or ex-
tracting valuable pieces of information. However, very 
few of them have sufficient expertise in the area of “big 
data” analytics. The main challenge here is to focus re-
search and development activity on applications which 
are valuable to industry. 

KFU has been involved in the field of text development for 
over 20 years, and successfully collaborated in with cor-
porations such as Microsoft and ABBYY. An analysis of 
global publication activity shows us that over the last 10 
years, the number of publications in this area has risen 
from 2000 a year to 16,000.

Our key partners abroad include the Max Planck Center 
in Leipzig and the Czech Technical University in Prague. 
Google is planning to use the results of the research.

The “Intelligent Search Systems and Semantic Technolo-
gies” laboratory at KFU has substantial experience in the 
following research fields:

 � Natural language processing (with focus on Russian);

 � Scalable solutions for big data text analytics;

 � Semantic web and Linked Data;

 � Information retrieval.

We collaborate with HP, Avicomp Services, Leipzig Uni-
versity, Wayne University and Emory University.

Key projects:
 � NLP@Cloud (Natural Language Processing at Cloud), 

a scalable open-source platform for text analytics. The 
platform is intended for text processing in various sub-
ject domains such as social media analysis, informa-
tion extraction & retrieval, among others. 

 � Information Extraction system for Russian. The prima-
ry goal of the system is to gather mentions of people 
and organizations, as well as related business events, 
from online news feeds. The project was started in col-
laboration with HP Labs Russia.

 � iCQA (community question answering, Q&A), a free 
open-source platform that provides the tools for main-
taining and analysis of collaborative Q&A services. It 
contains a fully-fledged Q&A engine and implemen-
tation of state-of-the-art methods and algorithms for 
mining the data generated by a typical Q&A site.
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THE CENTER FOR COMPUTER
 SCIENCE AND COMPUTING

The Center focuses on the development of methods of 
mathematical modeling of physical processes, chemical 
reactions and methods of oil extraction; computational 
metabolomics; data analysis and machine learning. We 
plan to be among the world’s leading centers of research 
in this area by 2020.

We are building a specialized model to develop IT sys-
tems based on combining UML diagram definitions with 
the apparatus of CSP-OZ theory. This combination pro-
vides on the one hand an intuitive and visual representa-
tion of graphic symbols, and on the other hand ensures 
accuracy and the possibility of analyzing and proving the 
properties of specifications received courtesy of formal 
methods.

The Center for Applied Algebra and Computability’s re-
search has focused primarily on analysis of computa-
tional complexity and quantum computation. Degrees of 
complexity determined by restricted resources are also 
investigated.

A further line we are pursuing is an investigation of how 
conceptions of the complexity of a computation are con-
nected to those centered around the definition of algo-
rithms.

Techniques developed over the course of this research 
will also enable the determination of the effective poten-
tial of standard mathematical theorems and the degree 
of difficulty present in combinatorial proof theorems.
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Key projects:
 � The ‘Testing of Hyperactive Genes’ expert system is re-

sponsible for pathology;

 � The search algorithm for zones of interest represented 
is designed for Samsung and configured to provide an 
incredibly high degree of accuracy;

 � New algorithms for tracking moving objects, and algo-
rithms for 3D objects recognition;

 � The development of parallel mathematical physics al-
gorithms based on network methods;

 � The creation of cryptographically strong protocols 
based on biometric data and quantum functions;

 � Algebraic structures’ algorithmic nature; 

 � Information structures, the development and analysis 
of models of information processes and structures; 

 � Information complexity of algorithms and computa-
tions.

Our key partners abroad include Carnegie-Mellon, Uni-
versity of Strasbourg, Moscow State University, Institute 
for Information Transmission Problems, and the multi-
national company SAS. Also scientists from Germany, 
USA, Singapore, UK and New Zealand.
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THE CENTER OF GRAVITY, 
ASTROPHYSICS AND COSMOLOGY

The conquest of space is and has for a long time been 
a pressing concern. Kazan Federal University provides 
unique possibilities for studying near space (ionosphere, 
magnetosphere, the Moon, etc.), distant cosmic objects 
(stars, neutron stars, white dwarfs in close binary sys-
tems, supermassive black holes in the nuclei of active 
galaxies, massive galaxy clusters, etc.), and the funda-
mental properties of the universe (dark energy, dark 
matter, inflation, large-scale structure, etc.). The re-
search potential of KFU relies on the integration of high-
ly-qualified specialists, and an experimental outlook:

Research Units and Laboratories. Departments in the 
Institute of Physics (Astronomy, General Relativity and 
Gravitation, Radiophysics);

Collaboration. Space Research Institute of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences (Moscow), TUBITAK National Ob-
servatory (Turkey), Max-Planck Institute for Astrophys-
ics (Germany), Space Research Institute of Catalonia 
(ICREA, Spain);

Experimental and Observational Base. 1.5-meter 
Russian-Turkish optical telescope (RTT-150) of Kazan 
University installed at TUBITAK National Observatory 
(Turkey); wide-angle optical sky monitor (MEGATORTOR) 
installed in the North Caucasus (Special Astrophysical 
Observatory of RAS).

Leading specialists: A.A. Starobinsky, academician of 
RAS. Outstanding astrophysicist and cosmologist. Au-
thor of the theory of cosmological inflation, etc. Notable 
awards: Tomalia Prize (2009), Oscar Klein Medal (2010), 
Gruber Prize in Cosmology (2013), Kavli Prize (2014). 
H-index – 62.; R.A. Sunyaev, academician of RAS. Out-
standing astrophysicist and organizer of science. Au-
thor of ‘Sunyaev-Zeldovich’ effect, etc. Director of the 
Max Planck Institute for Astrophysics (Germany). Head 
of international projects INTEGRAL, Spectrum-Roent-

gen-Gamma. Recipient of a number notable awards. 
H-index – 78. 

Key projects and major fields of research: 
 � Theoretical Cosmology. Actual problems of modern 

cosmology and relativistic astrophysics (dark energy, 
dark matter, modified theories of gravity, black holes, 
wormholes, etc.).

 � Roentgen Astronomy. Optical identifications with RTT-
150 of new X-Ray objects discovered by space obser-
vatories – INTEGRAL, SWIFT, XMM-Newton, PLANCK, 
Spectrum-Roentgen-Gamma (black holes, neutron 
stars, white dwarfs in close binary systems, super-
massive black holes in the nuclei of active galaxies 
(AGN), massive galaxy clusters). Investigation of phys-
ical properties and parameters of newly-discovered 
sources.

 � Wide-angle optical monitoring of the sky. Search for 
fast-variable astrophysical sources and processes (op-
tical afterglow of gamma-ray bursts, near-Earth as-
teroids, meteor showers, supernova stars).

 � Axions. New sorts of elementary particles, candidates 
for dark matter, WIMPs, new physics.
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THE CENTER FOR SPACE RESEARCH 
AND TECHNOLOGY

The Center contains the following subdivisions which are 
incorporated into the Institute of Physics at KFU:

 � The V.P. Engelgardt Astronomical Observatory;

 � The Department of Astronomy and Cosmic Geodesy;

 � The Department of Radioastronomy;

 � The Planetarium;

 � The Laboratory of “Wide-angle Monitoring of 
Fast-moving Processes in the Celestial Sphere”;

 � The “Sun-Earth Connection” Laboratory;

 � The Metrological Area.

Partnerships: Sternberg Astronomical Institute of Mos-
cow University (GAISh) (Russia), Russian Academy of 
Sciences (RAS) Space Research Institute (Russia), RAS 
Institute of Astronomy (Russia), Pulkovo Observatory 
(Russia), RAS Institute of Applied Astronomy (Russia), 
NASA (USA), Stanford University (USA), National Astro-
nomical Observatory of Japan, and Shanghai Astronom-
ical Observatory (China).

This integrated development project of the Center com-

bines a working astronomical observatory equipped with 
unique, cutting edge instruments of observation with a 
modern planetarium and astropark, and represents CK-
IT’s first international involvement.

Major ields of research: 
 � The kinematics and dynamics of celestial bodies in the 

solar system;

 � The physical parameters of complex astrophysical 
systems;

 � Temporal variations of X-ray sources.

Key projects: 
 � Building cosmic coordinated navigation systems;

 � Determining the evolutionary status and chemical 
composition of single and multiple star systems;

 � Optical identification of new X-ray sources;

 � Analysis of the spread of meteor showers across 
space;

 � Wide-angle monitoring of fast-moving processes in 
the celestial sphere;

 � Research into the dynamics of solar activity;

 � Analysis of terrestrial geophysical processes based on 
astronomical observations.
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SEVERAL EXAMPLES 
OF INTERDISCIPLINARY LABS

Machine Cognition

The Laboratory of Machine Cognition was opened at the 
Higher Institute for ITIS in 2014. Scientists at the labo-
ratory work on the creation of Machine Consciousness.

Major Fields of research:
 � Machine cognition;

 � Neurobiologically inspired systems;

 � Cutting edge in AI.

Key projects:
 � Spikes (joint projects with the KFU Neurobiology Lab) 

process big data of the cortical column of rats to find 
causality of the neurons spikes;

 � Helper (joint project with Digital Media Lab). The 
aim of this project is to provide a universal and open 
source tool for neurobiological data analysis;

 � NEUCOGAR. Neurocognitive architecture validation 
of the Lövheim neuropsychological model: the model 
of computational emotions. Answering the question: 
“How can we make a machine feel emotions?”;

 � Calvin (joint project with ARS chair). The aim of this 
project is to create a new elemental basis for non-Von 
Neumann architecture of computers which is more 
effective and robust in a real-life environment.

Intelligent Transport Systems

The laboratory of Intelligent Transport Systems was 
opened at KFU in September 2014 with support from the 
Main Directorate for Road Traffic Safety of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Tatarstan. Today the 
organization both supervises and advises laboratory ac-
tivities. 

The laboratory’s main aim is to increase the mobility and 
safety of people, as well as keep them better informed 
while on the road. All of our projects are already under 
development and devoted solely to this end. 

Key projects:

“TerraCognita”: graphic model of Automated Traffic 
Control System (ATCS). This project is based on a soft-
ware core which automatically creates and edits virtu-
al 3D towns according to public and satellite data with 
cloud editing for architects, and is used to model and edit 
a town or room. It is designed as a cross-platform tool 
for the modeling and forecasting of road traffic. There 
are possibilities for program integration with ATCS;

“Safety passport”. This project provides interactive in-
formation for: evacuation of a building to a specific point 
in case of emergency; a safe route to school, etc. The 
project makes it possible to create three-dimensional in-
teractive content of building layouts, and also additional 
image content for added realness;

“Intelligent Navigation Systems”. This project differs 
from competing solutions in that it makes maximal use 
of car-to-car and car-to-infrastructure cooperation. 
Navigation systems inform drivers of dangerous sec-
tions of road, give warning about upcoming pedestrian 
crossings, supply useful information on a town’s infra-
structure and can be operated by voice control. 
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MATHEMATICS, COMPUTER SCIENCE, INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS, COSMOLOGY RESEARCH AT KFU. A HISTORY.

Research in mathematics and mechanics has been 
conducted since Kazan University was founded in 1804. 
World-famous mathematicians have studied and worked 
at Kazan University: from 1827 to 1845 the president of 
Kazan University was Nicolay Lobachevsky – the Russian 
mathematician and geometer, known primarily for his 
work on hyperbolic geometry, otherwise known as Lo-
bachevskian geometry. English mathematician William 
Kingdon Clifford later called Lobachevsky the “Coperni-
cus of Geometry” due to the revolutionary character of 
his work.

Mathematics and mechanics research was initially con-
ducted within the framework of the Department of Phys-
ical and Mathematical sciences, and later at the Faculty 
of Physics and Mathematics. 

In 1960 the Faculty of Physics and Mathematics was di-
vided into two units – the Faculty of Mechanics and Math-
ematics (currently the Nicolay Lobachevsky Institute of 
Mathematics and Mechanics) and the Faculty of Phys-
ics. In 1978 the Faculty of Computing Mathematics and 
Cybernetics (currently the Institute of Computer Math-
ematics and Information Technologies) was separated 
from the Faculty of Mechanics due to its rapid growth 
and development. 

The Faculty is one of the leading educational and re-
search centers of applied mathematics and computer 
science in Russia – the fastest-developing knowledge 
domain. The Institute of Computing Mathematics and In-
formation Technologies trains experts in a wide range of 
specialties connected with the application of computing 
techniques in education, science, industry, economics 
and management. 
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The Department of Astronomy at KFU is the oldest in 
Russia, and professional astronomers have been trained 
here since 1810. Among the department’s first stu-
dents were future acclaimed mathematician Nikolai Lo-
bachevsky, and Ivan Simonov, who later took part in the 
round-the-world expedition of Fabian Gottlieb von Bell-
ingshausen and Mikhail Lazarev that discovered Antarc-
tica and many other islands.

Between 1833 and 1837, former rector of KFU Nikolai 
Lobachevsky decreed that an observatory be built in Ka-
zan, which became one of the greatest in the world at the 
time. Over the course of the next few years a nine-inch 
refractor, meridian circle, heliometer and other astro-
nomical instruments were installed, and regular obser-
vations began to be made at the observatory.

In the 1930s, a new department was created at the site 
– the Department of Geodesy. Teachers took part in ge-
odesic and gravimetric surveys of the Volga Region and 
Ural Mountains. An astronomy and geodesy branch was 
then formed, growing to accommodate 30 people in 1931, 
and together with the astronomy branch began to train 
specialists in geodesy, gravimetry and cartography.

The Scientific School of Kazan is recognized both 
throughout Russia and abroad. Between 1960 and 2000, 
scientific research has been conducted in conjunction 
with astronomers from the Russian Academy of Scienc-
es (RAS) Special Astrophysical Observatory, RAS Insti-
tute of Astronomy, RAS Space Research Institute, RAS 
Institute of Theoretical Astronomy, Sternberg Astro-
nomical Institute of Moscow University (GAISh), Crimean 
Astrophysical Observatory, National Academy of Scienc-
es of Ukraine Main Astronomical Observatory, Odes-
sa National University, Radioastrophysics Observatory 
of the Latvian SSR Academy of Sciences, Astrophysics 
Observatory of the Estonian Academy of Sciences, As-
tronomical Institute of Utrecht University (Netherlands), 
Joint Institute for Laboratory Astrophysics (Boulder, 
USA), University of London (UK), Instituto de Astrofísi-
ca de Canarias (Spain), Max Planck Institute for Astro-

physics (West Germany) and the US Space and Rocket 
Center of Alabama (USA). Results include material from 
unique observations made by the satellites TD-1A, BUSS 
and CHANDRA and the largest terrestrial telescopes 
(6m and 1m telescopes at the RAS Special Astrophysi-
cal Observatory and the 2.2m telescope at the Calar Alto 
Observatory in Italy); the program exchange for spectral 
processing to calculate theoretical spectra; and the pub-
lication of 22 collaborative articles in international and 
internal journals.

Nowadays KFU researchers supervise the V.P. Engel-
gardt Astronomical Observatory (AOE) and the North 
Caucasus Astronomical Station of KFU (AS KFU).

The scientific department was already in existence at 
the AOE before the astronomical observatory itself was 
opened in 1899, and at the time functioned as a meteor-
ological station, so when the observatory was officially 
opened, it had already been in use for some time. Thus 
was formed the Department of Astronomy, which has 
stood the test of time and is still a part of the AOE today.

All scientific work at the AOE was concentrated in the 
Department of Astronomy – observations from the tel-
escopes at the Astronomical Observatory, results from 
gravimetric expeditions to Novaya Zemlya and the pro-
cessing of astronomical observations were all taken 
here. The astronomical observations here were second 
to none, and often surpassed those made at universities 
elsewhere across the globe. Suffice it to say, the AOE was 
always seen as being the pick of the scientific depart-
ments. More than once, researchers at the Engel`gardt 
Observatory were appointed head of Russian national 
observatories (such as Dmitri Martynov, Vladimir Krat 
and Aleksandr Yakobin), as well as became well-known 
scientists overseas (such as Tadeusz Banachiewicz). 
From its very inception, the AOE became a stand-out 
school of astronomy and began to create many top-qual-
ity specialists. The next big structural change came in 
1931, with the creation of the Department of Astrophys-
ics under the guidance of Dmitri Martynov.
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Through the efforts of Konstantin Kostylev, the AOE Me-
teor Department was created in 1957, and meteors be-
gan to be observed by means of a photoelectric meteor 
patrol. The Lunar Department was then created by Ana-
toly Nefed`ev in 1966; a period when scientists across the 
world were engaged in intensive research into our only 
natural satellite. The department joined a network of 
groups across the world that studied the kinematics and 
dynamics of the moon. In 1970 the AOE Research and De-
velopment Group was formed under the guidance of Oleg 
Shornikov, the goal of which was to create new technol-
ogy for observing and measuring, and also to refine and 
perfect existing apparatus.

In 1990 the Lunar Department was converted into the 
Department of Photographic Astrometry, and under the 
stewardship of Naufal Rizvanov dealt with lunar matters 
and with the creation and examination of photographic 
star catalogs.

Astronomy at Kazan became known across the world 
for lunar research, defining the positions and physics 
of stars, the study of the movement of celestial bodies 
and the dangers posed by meteors to astronauts. Not 
by chance have many celestial bodies have taken their 
names from Kazan scientists: comets (‘Dubyago 1921 I’ 
and ‘Dubyago 1923 III’ in honor of Aleksandr Dubyago), 
minor planets (‘Dubyago’, ‘Emelyanenko’, ‘Krat’, ‘Lo-
bachevsky’ and ‘Martynov’), lunar craters (‘Banachiew-
icz’, ‘Bel`kovich’ in honor of Igor Bel`kovich, ‘Grachev’, 
‘Dubyago’ in honor of Dmitri Dubyago, ‘Koval`skij’, ‘Kras-
nov’, ‘Littrow’ and ‘Lobachevskiy’) and the ‘Gusev’ crater 
on Mars, in honor of Matvei Gusev.

Nowadays the department conducts research in astrom-
etry, selenodesy and celestial mechanics, as well as 
placing much value on astrophysical research. Many of 
the department’s scientists are members of the Interna-
tional Astronomical Union, and a further 5 are members 
of the European Astronomical Society.

The Higher Institute for Information Technology and In-
formation Systems (ITIS) is one of the youngest and the 

most innovative departments of Kazan Federal Univer-
sity. It was founded in 2011 on the initiative of the Minis-
try of Information and Communication of the Republic of 
Tatarstan, Kazan Federal University and IT-Park. From 
the start, the Higher Institute for ITIS was supported by 
some of the largest IT-companies in the world, such as 
Microsoft, Fujitsu, Oracle, IBM, HP and Cisco, among 
others.

We have built a strong educational system of teaching 
applied disciplines. Most importantly, our students have 
access to the research laboratories of world-leading IT 
companies based at the university, such as Microsoft, 
Fujitsu and Samsung. In October 2014 Cisco Systems 
opened the Cisco Innovation Center at the Institute – the 
company’s first research center in Russia to be based in 
a University.
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