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Vladimir Nabokov 

 

Good Readers and Good Writers 

 

“How to be a Good Reader” or “Kindness to Authors” – something of that sort might 

serve to provide a subtitle for these various discussions of various authors, for my plan is to 

deal lovingly, in loving and lingering detail, with several European masterpieces, A hundred 

years ago, Flaubert in a letter to his mistress made the following remark Comme l’on  serait 

savant si l’on connaissait  bien seulement  cinq a six livres: “What a scholar one might be if 

one knew well only some half a dozen books”. 

In reading, one should notice and fondle details. There is nothing wrong about the 

moonshine of generalization when it comes after the sunny trifles of the book have been 

lovingly collected, if one begins with a ready-made generalization, one begins at the wrong 

end and travels away from the book before one has started to understand it. Nothing is more 

boring or more unfair to the author than starting to read, say, Madame Bovary, with the 

preconceived notion that it is the denunciation of the bourgeoisie. We should always 

remember that the work of art is invariably the creation of a new world, so that the first 

thing we should do is to study that new world as closely as possible, approaching it as 

something brand new, having no obvious connection with the worlds we already know. 

When this new world has been closely studied, then and only then let us examine its links 

with other worlds, other branches of knowledge. 

Another question: Can we expect to glean information about places and times from a 

novel? Can anybody be so naïve as to think he or she can learn anything about the past from 

the buxom best-sellers that are hawked around by book clubs under the heading of historical 

novels? But about the masterpieces? Can we rely on Jane Austen’s picture of landowning 

England with baronets and landscaped grounds when all she knew was a clergyman’s 

parlor? And Bleak House, that fantastic romance within a fantastic London, can we call it a 

study of London a hundred years ago? Certainly not. And the same holds for other such 

novels in this series. The truth is that great novels are great fairy tales – and the novels in 

this series are supreme fairy tales. 



Time and space, the colors of the seasons, the movements of muscles and minds, all 

these are for writers of genius (as far as we can guess and I trust we guess right) not 

traditional notions which may be borrowed from the circulating library of public truths but a 

series of unique surprises which master artists have learned to express in their own unique 

way. To minor authors is left the ornamentation of the commonplace: these do not bother 

about any reinventing of the world; they merely try to squeeze the best they can out a given 

order of things, out of traditional patterns of fiction. The various combinations these minor 

authors are able to produce within these set limits may be quite amusing in a mild 

ephemeral way because minor readers like to recognize their own ideas in a pleasing 

disguise. But the real writer, the fellow who sends planets spinning and models a man 

asleep and eagerly tampers with the sleeper’s rib, that kind of author has no given values at 

his disposal: he must create them himself. The art of writing is a very futile business if it 

does not imply first of all the art of seeing the world as the potentiality of fiction. The 

material of this world may be real enough (as far as reality goes) but does not exist at all as 

an accepted entirety: it is chaos, and to this chaos the author says “go!” allowing the world 

to flicker and to fuse. It is now recombined in its very atoms, not merely in its visible and 

superficial parts. The writer is the first man to map it and to name the natural objects it 

contains. Those berries there are edible. That speckled creature that bolted across my path 

might be tamed. That lake between those trees will be called Lake Opal or, more artistically, 

Dishwater Lake. That mist is a mountain – and that mountain must be conquered. Up a 

trackless slope climbs the master artist, and at the top, on a windy ridge, whom do you think 

he meets? The panting and happy reader, and there they spontaneously embrace and are 

linked forever if the book lasts forever. 

One evening at a remote provincial college through which I happened to be jogging on 

a protracted lecture tour, I suggested a little quiz – ten definitions of a reader, and from 

these ten the students had to choose four definitions that would combine to make a good 

reader. I have mislaid the list, but as far as I remember the definitions went something like 

this. Select four answers to the question what should a reader be to be a good reader: 

1. The reader should belong to a book club. 

2. The reader should identify himself or herself with the hero or heroine. 

3. The reader should concentrate on the social-economic angle. 



4. The reader should prefer a story with action and dialogue to one with none. 

5. The reader should have seen the book in a movie. 

6. The reader should be a budding author. 

7. The reader should have imagination. 

8. The reader should have memory. 

9. The reader should have a dictionary. 

10. The reader should have some artistic sense. 

The students leaned heavily on emotional identification, action, and the social-

economic or historical angle. Of course, as you have guessed, the good reader is one who 

has imagination, memory, a dictionary, and some artistic sense – which sense I propose to 

develop in myself and in others whenever I have the chance. 

Incidentally, I use the word reader very loosely. Curiously enough, one cannot read a 

book: one can only reread it. A good reader, a major reader, an active and creative reader is 

a rereader. And I shall tell you why. When we read a book for the first time the very process 

of laboriously moving our eyes from left to right, line after line, page after page, this 

complicated physical work upon the book, the very process of learning in terms of space 

and time what the book is about, this stands between us and artistic appreciation. When we 

look at a painting we do not have to move our eyes in a special way even if, as in a book, 

the picture contains elements of depth and development. The element of time does not really 

enter in a first contact with a painting. In reading a book, we must have time to acquaint 

ourselves with it. We have no physical organ (as we have the eye in regard to a painting) 

that takes in the whole picture and then can enjoy its details. But at a second, or third, or 

fourth reading we do, in a sense, behave towards a book as we do towards a painting. 

However, let us not confuse the physical eye, that monstrous masterpiece of evolution, with 

the mind, an even more monstrous achievement. A book, no matter what it is – a work of 

fiction or a work of science (the boundary line between the two is not as clear as is generally 

believed) – a book of fiction appeals first of all to the mind. The mind, the brain, the top of 

the tingling spine, is, or should be, the only instrument used upon a book. 

Now, this being so, we should ponder the question how does the mind work when the 

sullen reader is confronted by the sunny book. First, the sullen mood melts away, and for 

better or worse the reader enters into the spirit of the game. The effort to begin a book, 



especially if it is praised by people whom the young reader secretly deems to be too old-

fashioned or too serious, this effort is often difficult to make; but once it is made, rewards 

are various and abundant. Since the master artist used his imagination in creating his book, 

it is natural and fair that the consumer of a book should use his imagination too. 

There are, however, at least two varieties of imagination in the reader’s case. So let us 

see which one of the two is the right one to use in reading a book. First, there is the 

comparatively lowly kind which turns for support to the simple emotions and is of a 

definitely personal nature. (There are various subvarieties here, in the first section of 

emotional reading.) A situation in a book is intensely felt because it reminds us of 

something that happened to us or to someone we know or knew. Or, again, a reader 

treasures a book mainly because it evokes a country, a landscape, a mode of living which he 

nostalgically recalls as part of his own past. Or, and this is the worst thing a reader can do, 

he identifies himself with a character in the book. This lowly variety is not the kind of 

imagination I would like readers to use.  

So what is the authentic instrument to be used by the reader? It is impersonal 

imagination and artistic delight. What should be established, I think, is an artistic 

harmonious balance between the reader’s mind and the author’s mind. We ought to remain a 

little aloof and take pleasure in this aloofness while at the same time we keenly enjoy – 

passionately enjoy, enjoy with tears and shivers – the inner weave of a given masterpiece. 

To be quite objective in these matters is of course impossible. Everything that is worthwhile 

is to some extent subjective. For instance, you sitting there may be merely my dream, and I 

may be your nightmare. But what I mean is that the reader must know when and where to 

curb his imagination and this he does by trying to get clear the specific world the author 

places at his disposal. We must see things and hear things, we must visualize the rooms, the 

clothes, the manners of an author’s people. The color of Fanny Price’s eyes in Mansfield 

Park and the furnishing of her cold little room are important. 

 We all have different temperaments, and I can tell you right now that the best 

temperament for a reader to have, or to develop, is a combination of the artistic and the 

scientific one. The enthusiastic artist alone is apt to be too subjective in his attitude towards 

a book, and so a scientific coolness of judgment will temper the intuitive heat. If, however, a 



would-be reader is utterly devoid of passion and patience – of an artist’s passion and a 

scientist’s patience – he will hardly enjoy great literature. 

Literature was born not the day when a boy crying wolf, wolf came running out of the 

Neanderthal valley with a big gray wolf at his heels: literature was born on the day when a 

boy came crying wolf, wolf and there was no wolf behind him. That the poor little fellow 

because he lied too often was finally eaten up by a real beast is quite incidental. But here is 

what is important. Between the wolf in the tall grass and the wolf in the tall story there is a 

shimmering go-between. That go-between, that prism, is the art of literature. 

Going back for a moment to our wolf-crying woodland little woolly fellow, we may 

put it this way: the magic of art was in the shadow of the wolf that he deliberately invented, 

his dream of the wolf; then the story of his tricks made a good story. When he perished at 

last, the story told about him acquired a good lesson in the dark around the camp fire. But he 

was the little magician. He was the inventor. 

There are three points of view from which a writer can be considered: he may be 

considered as a storyteller, as a teacher, and as an enchanter. A major writer combines these 

three – storyteller, teacher, enchanter – but it is the enchanted in him that predominates and 

makes him a major writer. 

To the storyteller we turn for entertainment, for mental excitement of the simplest 

kind, for emotional participation, for the pleasure of traveling in some remote region in 

space or time. A slightly different though not necessarily higher mind looks for the teacher 

in the writer. Propagandist, moralist, prophet – this is the rising sequence. We may go to the 

teacher not only for moral education but also for direct knowledge, for simple facts. Alas, I 

have known people whose purpose in reading the French and Russian novelists was to learn 

something about life in gay Parse or in sad Russia. Finally, and above all, a great writer is 

always a great enchanter, and it is here that we come to the really exciting part when we try 

to grasp the individual magic of his genius and to study the style, the imagery, the pattern of 

his novels or poems. 

The three facets of the great writer – magic, story, lesson – are prone to blend in one 

impression of unified and unique radiance, since the magic of art may be present in the very 

bones of the story, in the very marrow of thought. There are masterpieces of dry, limpid, 



organized thought which provoke in us an artistic quiver quite as strongly as a novel like 

Mansfield Park does or as any rich flow of Dickensian sensual imagery. It seems to me that 

a good formula to test the quality of a novel is, in the long run, a merging of the precision of 

poetry and the intuition of science. In order to bask in that magic a wise reader reads the 

book of genius not with his heart, not much with his brain, but with his spine. It is there that 

occurs the tell-tale tingle even though we must keep a little aloof, a little detached when 

reading. Then with a pleasure which is both sensual and intellectual we shall watch the artist 

build his castle of cards and watch the castle of cards become a castle of beautiful steel and 

glass. 

 

 

 

  



Ch. 1 

 

Before you read 

1. Give some information about the author. 

2. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

auctioneer, absurd, alien, bourdon, cigarette, cynicism, divan, eloquent, exquisite,  

fatality, gigantic, idolatry, inseparable, monotonous, pallid,  romance, row (ссора),  

rugged, toe, tussore, violin 

3. Prepare the paragraph “ From the corner of the divan of Persian saddle-bags on 

which he was lying, smoking, as was his custom, innumerable cigarettes, Lord 

Henry Wotton could just catch the gleam of the honey-sweet and honey-coloured 

blossoms of a laburnum, whose tremulous branches seemed hardly able to bear the 

burden of a beauty so flame –like as theirs; and now and then the fantastic shadows 

of birds in flight flitted across the long tussore –silk curtains that were stretched in 

front of the huge window, producing a kind of momentary Japanese effect, and 

making him think of those pallid jade-faced painters of Tokio who, through the 

medium of an art that is necessarily immobile, seek to convey the sense of swiftness 

and motion. The sullen murmur of the bees shouldering their way through the long 

unmown grass, or circling with monotonous insistence  round the dusty gilt horns of 

the straggling woodbine, seemed to make the stillness more oppressive. The dim 

roar of London was like the bourdon note of  a distant organ.”  …”  dim roar of for 

reading aloud and  translate it. 

 

Vocabulary 

4. Find the English for : 

посредством  искусства, мольберт, продолжать говорить, чувствовать себя 

непринужденно, разоблачить (уличить), устраивать скандал, не сводя глаз, прямо в 

лицо, при условии,  внешнее влияние, находиться на грани, делать себе честь 



(ставить себе в заслугу) , предложить идею, не иметь ничего общего  с кем-

либо/чем-либо, прилагать усилия, резюмировать, представлять себе 

 

5. Look up these things in an up-to-date English-English dictionary, study their 

possible uses, reproduce the situations where they are used , think up your own 

contexts with them (use 5-7 words /w-combinations) . 

cause public excitement; 

 gain a reputation;  

comely 

fascinate somebody 

confuse over sth;  

keep one’s eyes fixed on;  

fascinate somebody 

;  

 have sth in store;   

stumble against smb/sth 

be hard on somebody 

detest 

dissatisfied with 

 



6. Put the descriptive verbs in the appropriate categories below  

glance, frown, murmur, scream, gaze, roar, exclaim, stare, hiss, peer 

 ways of  speaking 

 ways of looking 

7. Complete each of the following sentences with an appropriate verb from  ex. 6, in the 

correct form. 

1. We ………. into the darkness of the room, straining to see what was inside. 

2. “You’ll pay for this’ , he ……. . 

3. From time to time he …………… at his watch not to miss the appointed time. 

4. The teacher asked the new pupil to tell his name , in reply the boy  ………..something 

that could be ‘ Stevenson’. 

5. The audience ……….. when the goalkeeper managed to defend the penalty. 

6. When Lord Henry saw Basil’s new painting he ………………. that it was his best 

work. 

7. He …………. ..into her eyes and asked her to marry him. 

8. The injured man ………… with pain on the way to the hospital. 

9. I don’t like being ………….at. 

10.  Some older people …………. at Mike’s behavior  at the family dinner. 

 

Stylistics 

8. Find in the chapter metaphors, epithets, simile, hyperbole .(see App.1) What functions 

do they perform?  - to give subjective characterization , to criticize, to mock, etc.  

9. Find in the chapter paradoxes. (see App.1). Choose one of them and be ready to 

comment on it. 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

1.  Characterize the characters  -  Lord Henry Wotton and Basil Hallward: appearance, their 

background,  principles, personal attributes, etc. 

2. Why was the portrait of Dorian Gray so dear to Basil?  

3. What  was  Lord Henry’s opinion of Dorian ? 



4. The novel is supposed to be a blast against of the hypocrisies of Victorian  polite society. 

Find the  examples of the author’s attitude to the  English  society and comment on them.  

 

  



Ch.2 

Before you read 

10. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

absurd, bold, bury, candour, caprice, chaos, chord, couch, dais, duet, fibre, martyr,  

panegyric, philanthropy, premature, refuge, somber, sovereignty, stifling, subtle, uncouth,  

virtue, wizen, worship, yield 

 

11. Prepare the paragraph “ People say sometimes that Beauty is only superficial. That may 

be so.”…up to...”  Every month as it wanes brings you nearer to something dreadful “. for 

reading aloud and  translate it. 

Vocabulary 

12. Find the English for : 

портрет в натуральную величину, помирить кого-либо с кем-либо, смутно  

осознавать, шедевр, случайно встретить(ся), пропасть даром для кого-то,  

время от времени, издали, улавливать смысл слов, завидовать чему-либо   

/кому-либо, подвезти кого-то до какого-то места 

 

13. Look up these things in an up-to-date English-English dictionary, study their possible 

uses, reproduce the situations where they are used . 

wilful 

be devoted to smb;  

  go in for;   

 be in sulky moods 

tedious 

be characteristic of smb 

mar sth 

subtle 

pay compliments 

content oneself with 

exquisite  

flash across smb  

squabble over sth 

keep one’s promise 

 



Translate the sentences into Russian : 

1. He decided to break that tedious conversation about frequent changes of weather that 

summer. 

2. ‘’ I’ve never met such a tedious person’’-  complained Betty about the new doctor. 

3. She was intelligent enough  not to miss subtle irony in Mrs. Dewitt’s words. 

4. W. S. Maugham is famous as a subtle observer of human’s nature. 

5. The detective came to the conclusion that some subtle poison could cause the man’s 

death. 

6. This handsome carpet is a subtle piece of work. 

7. A man with an exquisite taste is sure to see beauty in her poems. 

 

 

8. A patient with exquisite pain was allowed to see the doctor out of turn. 

9. Pip opened the door to see an elderly short man with a most hideous face. 

10. The crime committed by the criminal was hideous and deserved death sentence. 

 

14. Make up your  own 8 sentences with  tedious,  subtle, exquisite, hideous. 

15. Opinion adjectives. Choose the correct adjectives in the sentences. 

1. That building is not what I would call a thing of large /great beauty. 

2. The countryside around the house is really quite scenic/glamorous . 

3. He thought it was a magnificent/ good-looking  palace. 

4. She danced so well it seemed almost striking/effortless. 

5. St. Paul’s Cathedral is a really impressive/ scenic building. 

6. Lord Henry thought  that  Dorian  was extremely handsome /pretty. 

7. Dorian began to dress in a very sophisticated / brilliant way and a lot of young 

people thought he was an extremely glamorous / picturesque man. 

8. The portrait was a powerful /real masterpiece and had a graceful/ powerful  

mixture of colours. 

9. The views from the top of the skyscraper were quite good-looking/stunning. 

 

Stylistics 

1. Find in the chapter metaphors, epithets, simile, antithesis, parallel constructions 

.(see App.1) Disclose their functions in the chapter. 

2. Find in the chapter paradoxes. (see App.1). Choose one of them and be ready to 

comment on it. 

Comprehension and discussion 

1. How did Lord Henry define the aim of life? Be careful not to miss the manner of his 

speaking. 



2. What two main things in life  were worth having according to Lord Henry? Why? 

3. What was Dorian’s reaction when he saw his portrait for the first time? Can you 

account for the mixture of admiration and fear he felt looking at the painting? 

4. Why did Basil oppose Lord Henry and Dorian’ s meeting so much? 

 

Comment on the following things: 

1. “You are too charming to go in for philanthropy, Mr. Gray – far too charming.” 

2. “ When I find that I am growing old, I shall kill myself”. 

3. “And you know you have been a little silly, Mr. Gray, and that you don’t really 

object to being reminded that you are extremely young.” 

“I should have objected very strongly this morning, Lord Henry.” 

“Ah! this morning! You have lived since then.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Ch.3 

 

Before you read 

16. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

admirable, ambassador, bachelor, bow, collieries, courteous, dowdy, enthralling,  

extraordinary, hearth, indolence, inordinate, mediocrity, parentage, specimen,  stroll,  

travail, vague 

 

17. Prepare the paragraph “ So that was the story of Dorian Gray’s parentage. Crudely 

as it had been told to him, it had yet stirred him by its suggestion of a strange, almost 

modern romance. A beautiful woman risking everything for a  mad passion. A few 

wild weeks of happiness cut short by a hideous, treacherous crime. Months of 

voiceless agony, and then a child born in pain. The mother snatched away by death, 

the boy left to solitude and the tyranny of an old and loveless man. Yes; it was an 

interesting background. It posed the lad, made him more perfect as it were. Behind 

every exquisite thing that existed. There was something tragic. Worlds have to be in 

travail, that the meanest flower might blow. .. And how charming he had been at 

dinner the night before, as, with startled eyes and lips parted in frightened pleasure  , 

he had sat opposite to him at the club, the red candleshades staining to a richer rose 

the wakening wonder of his face. Talking to him was like playing upon an exquisite 

violin.  He answered to every touch and thrill of the bow…”. for reading aloud and  

translate it. 

 

Vocabulary 

18. Find the English for : 

зайти к кому-то (навестить); на том основании ,что; обеспеченный(богатый) 

несовершеннолетний; отличительная черта; в любом случае; приобретать 



ценность; из достоверного источника; понять что к чему; сочувствовать чему-

либо/кому-либо; интересоваться чем-либо 

 

19. Look up these things in an up-to-date English-English dictionary, study their 

possible uses, reproduce the situations where they are used . 

derive (no) benefit;  

 passion for;   

go to dogs; 

wry;   

make sb frantic;   

hush up;   

a pot of money;   

take things flying; 

lucrative;  

 turn one’s steps in the direction of; 

enthralling; 

facile; 

in accordance with;  

 fall into some habit; 

exercise one’s privilege;  

 feel up to; 

lead stray;  

 throw over sb 



 

20. Complete the sentences using the words and w-combinations from Ex. 4 in the 

correct form. 

1. The officials try ______________ the corruption scandal avoiding meeting with  

the pressmen. 

2. The suspect did his best ____________________ the investigation of the bank 

robbery. 

3. His worrying questions about the details of the flight ___________ the woman 

sitting next to him _________ . 

4. His business seems quite  ______________ , he has got ________________ after 

his last transaction. 

5. He has acquired a real ___________golf and has _________________ of 

spending every weekend in the golf-links. 

6. I don’t ___________ going out tonight, I’d rather stay in and watch some film. 

7. The chairman ________________________ and announced a 10-minute break. 

8. She is very intelligent, you don’t have to explain something to her twice, she 

___________________ . 

9. I think it was a _____________ decision to take his idea to improve the situation, 

now we are having a bigger problem. 

10. We found that beautiful actress’s singing absolutely _________________ . 

Stylistics 

21. Find in the chapter metaphors, simile, antithesis, irony, allusion (see App.1) 

Disclose their functions in the chapter. 

22. Find in the chapter paradoxes. (see App.). Choose one of them and be ready to 

comment on it. 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

1. Characterize Lord Henry’s uncle: 

a) What is his idea of being a gentleman? 

b) What are his political views 



c) Is he really interested in his collieries? 

2. How did Lord Henry take the story of Dorian Gray?  In what way did it interest him 

3. Comment on Aunt Agatha’s guests:  

a) the Duchess of Harley 

b) Sir Thomas Burdon 

c) Mr. Erskine of Treadley 

What is the author’s attitude to this social group?    

What features of  London society does he highlight?  

Note the stylistic devices which  he employs to characterize the characters. (see Ex. 6  

4. Comment on the following statements: 

1.’’… Philanthropic people lose all sense of humanity…’’  

2.’’… I can sympathize with everything except suffering…” 

3.’’…It is the problem of slavery, and we try to solve it by amusing the slaves…’’  

4.’’… To get back one’s youth, one merely has to repeat one’s follies…’’  

 

  



Ch. 4 

 

Before you read 

23. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

absurd, agate, awe, cosmopolitan, debut, decorative, drown, exquisite, genius,  

guinea, hautbois (hautboy) ,lethargy, loyalty, mania, merely, pathos, pianist,  

picturesque, , premature, rouge, statuette, subtle, tomb, tortoise, wretched, worship 

24. Prepare the paragraph “ …Well, one evening about seven o’clock , I determined to 

go out in search of some adventure. I felt that this grey, monstrous London of ours, 

with its myriads of people, its sordid sinners, and its splendid sins, as you once 

phrased it, must have something in store for me. I fancied a thousand things. The 

mere danger gave me a sense of delight. I remembered what you had said to me on 

that wonderful evening when we first dined together, about the search for  beauty  

being the real secret of life. I don’t know what I expected, but I went out and 

wandered  eastward, soon losing my way in a labyrinth of grimy streets and black, 

grassless squares. About half –past eight I passed by an absurd little theatre, with 

great flaring gas-jets and gaudy play-bills.”  for reading aloud and  translate it. 

 

Vocabulary 

25. Find the English for 

не  жалеть расходов, торговаться, осуществлять (претворять в жизнь), в 

конечном счете (итоге), ложа в театре, бельэтаж, славные дни, увидеть 

(мельком), в любом случае, отпускной занавес, пренебрежительно отзываться о 

ком-либо, по большому счету, по причине 

26. Look up these things in an up-to-date English-English dictionary, study their 

possible uses, reproduce the situations where they are used 

 

on principle succeed in doing sth;  



 have a mania for doing sth 

commonplace;  

come across sth/ smb;   

 in store 

make out;   

survey 

run down;  

 all the same 

confide to smb;   

beyond one’s means 

see better days 

hectic   

inferior 

be off;    

to a large extent 



 

27. Complete the sentences with the phrasal verbs from the box in the correct form 

run over (2)           run off         run out         run on        run away  

run about          run across              run down                 run through   

 

1. Basil _________________Dorian one foggy night at the corner of the street not 

far from Dorian’s house. 

2. He ______ a rapid eye _______ the play-bill. 

3. Before the exam I would _________________ the main points of the subject. 

4. In the park they let the dogs _________________ . 

5. He was always ________ people _______, no wonder , nobody wanted to have 

anything to do with him. 

6. Dorian’s mother made all the men frantic by _________________ 

with a penniless young fellow. 

7. The prisoners broke the window and _____________. 

8. Dorian felt that his patience was _______________ after three hours of sitting for 

Basil. 

9. He died tragically in a car-accident : he __________________ by a lorry. 

10. Presently Dorian and Lord Henry made close friends and very often their talks 

_____________ for hours. 

 

Stylistics 

1. Find in the chapter metaphors, epithets, simile, antithesis, parallel constructions, 

oxymoron , hyperbole,  (see App.1) Disclose their functions in the chapter. 

2. Find in the chapter paradoxes. (see App.1). Choose one of them and be ready to 

comment on it. 

 

Comprehension and discussion 



1. Characterize Lady Henry: note her appearance, her manner of speaking, laughing.  

2. Comment on Lord Henry’s idea of marriage and his opinion of women.   Can you 

call him a woman-hater? 

3. Under what circumstances did Dorian come across Sibyl Vane ? 

4. Describe Sibyl as if you were Dorian 

5. Agree or disagree: 

a) Dorian fell in love with Sibyl’s genius for playing, not with her. 

b) Lord Henry didn’t take seriously Dorian’s love for Sibyl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Ch.5,6 

Before you read 

28. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

affluence, alliance, arch, bismuth, bouquet, bow (кланяться),breath, 

____________________________________________________________________breathe

,brougham, brow, bury, bustle, champagne, coarse, dagger, delicate, 

____________________________________________________________________desolat

e, distinct, dreadful, dreary, echo, espial, feather, fold,  gesture, guardian, 

____________________________________________________________________heiress

, infinite, meagre, misery,  morose, owe, pedestal, pout, querulous, quote, 

____________________________________________________________________ rough, 

seize, southern, tableau, temperament, virtue, wicked 

____________________________________________________________________ 

29. Prepare the paragraph ” They got up and put on their coats, sipping their coffee 

standing. The painter was silent and preoccupied. There was a gloom over him. He 

could not bear this marriage, and yet it seemed to him to be better than many other 

things that might have happened. After a few minutes, they all passed downstairs. 

He drove off by himself, as had been arranged, and watched the flashing lights of the 

little brougham in front of him. A strange sense of loss came over him. He felt that 

Dorian gray would never again be to him all that he had been in the past. Life had 

come between them. … His eyes darkened, and the crowded , flaring streets became 

blurred to his eyes. When the cab drew up at the theatre, it seemed to him that he had 

grown years older.” for reading aloud and  translate it. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_________ 

 

Vocabulary 

30. Find the English for : 

разбогатеть, высмеивать кого-либо, галерка (в театре), не осознавать, золотой 

самородок, спасать кого-либо, дать волю своим мыслям, в мыслях (в уме), до 

тех пор пока, не обращать внимания, мешать кому-либо, принести кому0либо 

несчастье, по единственной причине, слишком дорого платить, устаревший 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 

4. Look up these things in an up-to-date English-English dictionary, study their 

possible uses, reproduce the situations where they are used . 

owe 

assert oneself;   

make fun of 

shallow;   

 watch over 

in question;    

in search of;    

heart-sick;   



mean (no) good;  

  account for 

do sb wrong 

make a scene;  detest 

cut sb short 

 (dis)approve of 

come about 

5. Confusing words. Choose the correct word. 

1. The news about Dorian’s engagement raised/rose/ aroused Lord Henry’ curiosity  

and Basil’ disapproval. 

2. The young man heard a step outside, glanced round, and raised/rose/ aroused to his 

feet. 

3. Hearing the news the man raised/rose/ aroused his eyes in surprise. 

4. The wounded man fell down and was too weak to raise/rise/arose. 

5. Dorian before meeting Lord Henry was very gullible/vain . He used to believe 

anything you told him. 

6. The man is very self-conscious/self-centered. He’s always worried about making a 

fool of himself and about what people think. 

7. Dorian’s friends thought that his engagement to Sibyl wasn’t sensible/sensitive. 

8. Sibyl, being very sensible/sensitive took everything too close to heart. 

9. Jim often felt lonely/alone in his family. 

10. Sibyl would lie/lay down before going to the theatre to act. 

11.  When Sibyl and Jim came back from the Park their mother had lay/laid the table. 

Grammar. Wishes. 

1.Study the use of wishes:  

a) regret about a present situation which we want to be different. 

b) wish or regret in the present concerning lack of ability. 



c) wish for a future change unlikely to happen or wish to express dissatisfaction; polite 

request implying dissatisfaction or lack of hope. 

d) regret that something happened or didn’t happen in the past. 

2.Which types of wishes are used in the sentences: 

1.” I wish you could come to the theatre tonight.” 

2. “I wish you had seen him.” 

3. I wish you would fall in love.” 

4. I wish I were always young.” 

3. Make sentences using types of wishes: 

1.I’d like to be tall but I’m not. 

________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mark talks about himself all the time and I find it very annoying. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

3.I ate too much chocolate yesterday and I regret it now. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. I have to go to work tomorrow and I don’t feel like it. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

5.I regret  that I was very impatient with you the other day. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

1.Speak about Sibyl’s talk with her mother. Pay attention to the way the appearances of 

Sibyl and her mother are presented. 



Note the stylistic devices, used to describe their appearances- metaphors, epithets, 

metonymy, simile etc. 

2. Speak about Sibyl’s mother practical view on the prospect of her daughter’s possible 

marriage. Can you account for it? 

3. Jim Vane. Prove that he had complex and mixed feelings to his mother. Was his attitude 

towards Sibyl different? What kind of attitude was it? 

4. Speak about Lord Henry’s and Basil’s reaction to the news about Dorian’s engagement. 

 

 

Comment on the following statements: 

 

1.’’…And unselfish people are colourless.” 

2.’’…no life is spoilt but one whose growth is arrested.’’  

3.’’…Women, as some witty Frenchman once put it, inspire us with the desire to do 

masterpieces, and always prevent us from carrying them out.’’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ch. 7 

 

Before you read 

31. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

anodyne, auction, callous, choke, dahlia, divinity, fawn, fiasco, grotesque, 

_______________________________________________________________ 

ivory, loathe, mediocre, nacre, noble, oath, opal, plant, radiance, romance, 

_______________________________________________________________rough, 

somber, spiritualise, tapestry, triumph, turmoil, warp, whistle, wreath  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

32. Prepare the paragraph “He  threw himself into a chair, and began to think. 

Suddenly there flashed across his mind what he had said in Basil Hallward’s studio 

the day the picture had been finished. Yes, he remembered it perfectly. He had 

uttered a mad wish that he himself might remain young, and the portrait grow old; 

that his own beauty might be untarnished, and the face on the canvas bear the burden 

of his passions and his sins; that the painted image might be seared with the lines of 

suffering and thought, and that he might keep all the delicate bloom and loveliness of 

his then just conscious boyhood. Surely his wish had not been fulfilled? Such things 

were impossible. It seemed monstrous even to think of them. And, yet, there was the 

picture before him, with the touch of cruelty in the mouth.” for reading aloud and  

translate it. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________ 

 

 Vocabulary 

33. Find the English for : 

разориться, партер (в театре), не показать признака чего-либо, побледнеть, 

становиться хуже, совершенно измениться, бесконечный, театральная рампа , 

артистическая (комната), кричать кому-либо вслед, недостойный, устоять перед 

искушением, снова и снова  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

34. Look up these things in an up-to-date English-English dictionary, study their 

possible uses, reproduce the situations where they are used . 

for one reason or other  

 responsive           

be  worthy ( of)                                           

artificial                                                      

second-rate                                                           

mediocre                                                     

dominate  

stir 



in jest 

thread one’s way through 

loiter 

disused 

flash across one’s mind 

make somebody amends for / make amends to somebody 

35. Translate these sentences into Russian: 

 

1. I didn’t find them very responsive when I talked about it. 

2. ‘’You should watch over your son, he is quickly responsive to external influences’’. 

3. The plan is worthy of consideration. 

4. The action was worthy of severe punishment. 

5. She gave an artificial smile trying to look polite. 

6. There are so many mediocre people in art who take every effort to show that they 

dominate tastes of people. 

7. The capital dominates the life of the country. 

8. It’s no easy to dominate one’s emotions. 

9. You shouldn’t take offence at him, no doubt he said it in jest. 

10. Many a true word is spoken in jest.(proverb) 

11. I don’t recommend you to say this word, it’s disused in this part of the country. 

12. We’d better throw away all the disused things from the pantry . 

13. I’ll try to make amends to you for my not being punctual. 

14. The court ordered that amends be made to the widow. 



 

36. Make up your  own  sentences with  for one reason or other , responsive,  

 be  worthy ( of) ,  dominate , mediocre 

1.________________________________________________________________ 

2.________________________________________________________________ 

3.________________________________________________________________ 

4.______________________________________________________________ 

5.________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Stylistics 

37. Find in the chapter allusions , metaphors, epithets, simile, parallel constructions, 

hyperbole, repetition, indirect represented speech, oxymoron. (see App.1) Disclose 

their functions in the chapter. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

I. Prove that the author’s sympathy is on Sibyl’s side. Notice the way he 

conveys the idea that Sibyl is a beautiful, fragile, sensitive and responsive 

creature. 

II. Comment on Dorian’s finding change in the portrait 

III. Say whose utterances these are, what preceded them, what state of mind 

they convey . 

1.’’I wish she were ill.’’ 



2. ‘’There are only two kinds of people who are really fascinating--people who know 

absolutely everything and people who know absolutely nothing.’’ 

3.’’ I hate the stage.’’ 

4.’’ What are you now? A second-rate actress with a pretty face.’’ 

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

 

                                                    

                                                                               

                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ch. 8 

Before you read 

38. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

acid, asphodel, bury, bowl, cashmere, cognizance, consequence, couch, courteous,  

____________________________________________________________________cushio

n, dawn ,grasp, guardian, hastily, incoherence, inquest, labyrinth, leaden, 

___________________________________________________________________ 

_luxurious, melancholy, opiates, plunge, reminiscence, revolt, sacrament, stifled, 

____________________________________________________________________ 

supreme, swallow, twilight_______________________________________________ 

 

39. Prepare the paragraph  “For a moment he thought of praying that horrible 

sympathy that existed between him and the picture might cease. It had changed in 

answer to a prayer; perhaps in answer to a prayer it might remain unchanged. And 

yet, who, that knew anything about Life, would surrender the chance of remaining 

always young, however fantastic that chance might be, or with what fateful 

consequences it might be fraught? Besides, was it really under his control? Had it 

indeed been prayer that had produced the substitution? Might there not be some 

curious scientific reason for all it? If thought could exercise its influence upon a 

living organism, might not thought exercise an influence upon dead and inorganic 

things? Nay, without thought or conscious desire, might not things external to 

ourselves vibrate in unison with our moods and passions, atom calling to atom in 

secret love or strange affinity? But the reason was of no importance. He would never 

again tempt by a prayer any terrible power. If the picture was to alter, it was to alter. 

That was all. .”  for reading aloud and  translate it. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vocabulary 

3. Find the English for. Translate the sentences with them into Russian. 

большой счет, хватать смелости сделать что-либо, ставка процента, вздрогнуть, 

погубить кого-либо, загладить вину за что-либо, отпущение грехов (религ.), 

неизбежный, устраивать кому-либо сцену (скандал), быть замешенным в чем-либо, в 

конце концов, зря проливать слезы, отказаться от возможности (шанса) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________  

 

4. Study the following things, give the context with them from the chapter, 

    make up your own sentences (two with each) using the underlined ones. 

creep on tiptoe;   

bring by hand 

scan 

plunge into remorse;  

 get through 

be dazed with 



pathetic 

sterile 

culminate in 

whitewash 

enamored of 

1.___________________________________________________________________ 

2.___________________________________________________________________ 

3.________________________________________________________________ 

4.________________________________________________________________ 

5._________________________________________________________________ 

6.___________________________________________________________________ 

7._______________________________________________________________ 

8.__________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Find in the chapter the word or phrase you believe is the nearest in meaning to 

the following words and phrases: 

 

1. to love – 

2. to die –  

3. be able to do –  

4. to make amends –  

5. close connection –  

6. to stop – 

7. to show off –  

 



Stylistics 

3. Find in the chapter metaphors, simile, parallel constructions, hyperbole , allusions, 

inner represented speech, paradoxes , personification  (see App.1) Disclose their 

functions in the chapter. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

4. Find in the chapter the names of flowers (poppies, asphodel, violets) which the 

author uses in  accordance with ideas of aestheticism. symbolic  meanings. Try and 

disclose their symbolic  meanings. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

1. What made Dorian write a letter to Sibyl?  Account for his state of mind at the 

moment. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

2. How did Dorian take the news of Sibyl’s death?  Did his attitude to Sibyl’s  death 

change during his conversation with Lord Henry?  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

3. How did Lord Henry manage to take Dorian’s sorrows and doubts away? Was it 

difficult to do? Why? 



____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

4. What new ideas about the portrait did Dorian have after Lord Henry’s visit? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ch. 9 

 

Before you read 

40. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

absurd , access, accident, admirable, delicate, exhibit, exhibition, extraordinary,  

____________________________________________________________________extrava

gant, fatal, heroine ,idolatry ,infinitely, inquest, invariably, lacquer, martyr , 

____________________________________________________________________misant

hrope, pallid, panegyric, peril, philanthropist, romance, reticence, virtue, 

____________________________________________________________________worshi

p______________________________________________________________ 

 

41. Prepare the paragraph  “ No,’ said Dorian Gray, ‘there is nothing fearful about it. 

It is one of the great romantic tragedies of the age. As a rule, people who act lead the 

most commonplace lives. They are good husbands, or faithful wives, or something 

tedious. You know what I mean --- middle-class  virtue, and all that kind of thing. 

How different Sibyl was ! She lived her finest tragedy. She was always a heroine. 

The last night she played --- the night you saw her --- she acted badly because she 

had known the reality of love. When she knew its unreality, she died, as Juliet might 

have died. She passed again into the sphere  of art. There is something of the martyr 

about her. Her death  has all the pathetic uselessness of martyrdom, all its wasted 

beauty.” for reading aloud and  translate it. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________

______________ 

 

Vocabulary 

42. Find the English for : 

испытывать огромное горе, бесцеремонно вмешиваться во что-либо, 

_________________________________________________________________жалки

й,  течение времени, быть обязанным кому-либо, говорить невнятно, 

_________________________________________________________________рассм

отреть жалобу (юр.), случайно наткнуться на что-либо, пергамент, 

_________________________________________________________________атлас, 

парча, бронза, лакированные вещи, изделия из слоновой кости,  

_________________________________________________________________покры

вать слоем лака (худ.), быть на грани, в шутку, главная вещь, 

_________________________________________________________________прист

упы ревности, вырвать что-либо силой, любой 

ценой.____________________________________________________________ 

 

43. Look up these things in an up-to-date English-English dictionary, study their 

possible uses, reproduce the situations where they are used . 

by chance;   

intrude upon 

come over smb 

go through;  

 confirmed;  

 be surprised at 

turning point;   



at length 

be thunderstruck;   

gape at;  

 be on the brink of 

at all costs;  

 run a risk;  

 have access to 

44. Translate the sentences into English using the phrases from Ex. 3, 4 

1. Встреча Дориана с лордом Генри стала поворотным моментом в его жизни. 

______________________________________________________________ 

2. Бэзил  был ошеломлен  реакцией Дориана на его просьбу взглянуть на портрет. 

______________________________________________________________ 

3. Когда художник ушел Дориан почувствовал  , что он только что был на грани 

опасности и решил, что картину надо любой ценой  спрятать. 

____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

4. Дориан пережил несколько мучительных часов, когда он понял, что был очень 

жесток с Сибил. 

____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

5. Дориану было невыносимо думать, что люди будут таращить глаза на его 

тайну. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Дориан сказал, что ему нравиться быть окруженным прекрасными  вещами 

,такими  как старая парча, бронза, изделия из слоновой кости , они ему многое 

дают. 



____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

7. Дориан признался, что он гораздо многим был  обязан  лорду Генри ---  

больше, чем Бэзилу. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. Чтобы избавиться от обвинений Бэзила в равнодушии, Дориан рассказал ему 

историю человека, который из филантропа превратился в убежденного 

мизантропа. 

____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

9. Бэзил, как только узнал о трагедии, поспешил к Дориану, опасаясь найти его 

убитого горем. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

10.  Дориану , наконец, удалось убедить Бэзила, что было бесполезно страдать из-

за смерти Сибил, к тому же, Бэзил подумал, что у него не было права 

вмешиваться в жизнь Дориана. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Stylistics 

45. Find in the chapter metaphors, simile, allusion , repetition, epithets, parallel 

constructions. Disclose their functions in the chapter. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 



Grammar 

46. Explain usage of the definite article before the proper name in the sentence: 

‘I want the Dorian Gray I used to paint,’ said the artist sadly. 

 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

1. Basil comes to see Dorian.                                                                                   a) 

Speak about Basil’s intention to see the friend, describe his state of mind picking up the 

words, revealing his feelings, emotions. 

b) Was Basil’s reaction to the girl’s death changing in the course of his talk with Dorian?                                                                                                                     

c) Was it easy for Dorian to convince Basil that Sibyl’s death wasn’t worth talking about 

?                                                                                                                       d) How did 

Dorian make Basil give in? 

2. Can you agree that Dorian’s theory of how to take Sibyl’s death was only his self-

deception and escape from feeling guilty?                                                     Was Dorian 

guilty? 

3. Describe Dorian’s state of mind after Basil was gone. Comment on his decision to 

hide away the portrait. What new features had there appeared in his nature? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Comment on the statements: 

1.’’ I passed a dreadful evening, half afraid that one tragedy might be followed by 

another.’’  



2.’’ You find me consoled, and you are furious.’’  

  



Ch. 10 

 

Before you read 

47. Transcribe the words and practice the pronunciation: 

annihilate, archaism, bustle ,cassone, coverlet, curious, dumb, garrulous, gasp, 

__________________________________________________________________ 

genial, guard, incense, inveterate, nacre,  noble, obsequious, pall,  panel, ragged,  

______________________________________________________________ 

subtle, tapestry, temperament, various, verdict, worm, wreathe  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

48. Transcribe these geographical names and adjectives formed from the names of 

the countries and cities and practice their pronunciation: 

Bologna,  Cairo,  Egyptian,  Florentine,  Parisian,  Venetian 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

49. Prepare the paragraph “ He had not entered the place for more than four years --- not, 

indeed, since he had used it first as a play-room when he was a child, and then as a study 

when he grew somewhat older. It was a large, well-proportioned room, which had been 

specially built by the last Lord Kelso for the use of the little grandson whom, for his 

strange likeness to his mother , and also for other reasons, he had always hated and 

desired to keep at a distance. It appeared to Dorian to have but little changed. There was 

the huge Italian cassone , with it fantastically painted panels and its tarnished gilt 

mouldings, in which he had so often hidden himself as a boy. There was a the satinwood 

bookcase filled with his dog-eared schoolbooks. On the wall behind it was hanging the 

same ragged Flemish tapestry, where a faded king and queen were playing chess in a 



garden, while a company of hawkers rode by, carrying hooded birds on their gauntleted 

wrists. How well he remembered it all !” for reading aloud and  translate 

it.____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______________ 

  

 

Vocabulary 

50. Find the English for : 

попросить что-либо, привести что-либо в порядок, расплываться в улыбке, 

монастырь, иметь небольшое значение, хроническое безденежье, делать 

исключение ради кого-либо, интересоваться чем-либо, выпытать ( разузнать) что-

либо, броситься кому-либо в глаза, смерть от несчастного случая (юр.), давать 

показания (юр.), посмертный. 

 

5. Study the following things, give the contexts from the chapter,  make up your 

own situation with them. 

 put straight                                                      

 be on one’s guard 

 annihilate 



 be of little account 

 sly 

 give oneself the trouble    

 for some reason(s) 

 blackmail 

 catch one’s eye 

 feel annoyed with somebody   

 

6. Match the adjectives with opposite meanings: 

1. impassive                                           a. neat 

2. garrulous                                            b. natural 

3. vile                                                      c. second-rate 

4. sly                                                       d. good-looking 

5. huge                                                    e. vivacious 

6. dog-eared                                            f. noble 

7. uncomely                                             g. tiny 

8. exquisite                                               h. reticent 

9. artificial                                                i. honest 

 

7. Write the words from the table in the correct columns 

 

affluent,  colossal,  delighted,  depressed,  down,  elated,  glad,  glum, immense,  

loaded,  massive,  miserable,  prosperous,  thrilled, vast, well-heeled, enormous, 

gloomy, well-off, cheerful, dejected, content, huge, unhappy,  well-to-do,  

gigantic,  pleased,  wealthy 

 

1. big                           2. happy                      3. rich                         4. sad 

1._________               1.__________             1.__________             1.__________ 

2._________               2.__________             2.__________             2.__________ 



3._________               3.__________             3.__________             3.__________ 

4.__________             4.___________           4.__________             4.__________ 

5.__________             5.___________           5.__________             5.__________ 

6.__________             6____________          6.__________             6.__________ 

7.___________            7.__________            7.___________            7.__________ 

 

Stylistics 

8. Find in the chapter allusions , metaphors, epithets, simile, parallel constructions, 

indirect represented speech, (see App.1) Disclose their functions in the chapter. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

I. Comment on these things.  How do they characterize the character? 

a) “ Yet he thought it best to be on his guard.”  

________________________________________________________________ 

b) “ Yes, Basil could have saved him. But it was too late now.” 

________________________________________________________________ 

c) “ He felt ready to leap upon him and fling him to the ground  if  he dared to lift the 

gorgeous hanging that concealed the secret of his life.” 

________________________________________________________________ 

d) “ No eye but his would ever see his shame.” 

________________________________________________________________ 



II. Discuss what  new features there developed in Dorian’s nature?  Support your 

viewpoint  brining other examples from the chapter as well. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

III. Speak about the book that Lord Henry sent to Dorian.                                     What 

effect did it produce on him? 

Why did the book fascinate Dorian so much? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Ch.11 

 

Before you read 

1. Transcribe the following things: 

vulgar, perfume, tomb, pistachio, amethyst, turquoise, connoisseur, ritual, 

__________________________________________________________________melan

choly, caress, infamous, grotesque, anchorite, poignant, chalice, scourging, 

__________________________________________________________________chryso

beryl, cymophane, peridot, sapphire, turquoise, the Colosseum, ennui. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Pick up 10-12 lines to your liking from the chapter and prepare them for reading aloud 

and literary translation. 

 

Vocabulary 

3. Study the following things, give contexts from the chapter with the underlined ones: 

 free oneself from 

 in one point  

become the chatter of the clubs 

give rise to conjecture 

bring ruin on 

 ill-famed 

under an assumed name   

celebrated 

marked influence 

elaborate 

  the dominant characteristic 

 uncomely 

 sacrifice 

resume 

stereotyped habits 

fall into the error of 

counterpart 

take up something/doing something 



antidote  

according to 

gorgeous;  

 turn one’s attention to  

have a faculty of 

specimen   

on one’s return 

 make one cold with 

black-ball (blackball)  

shun sb   

disdain 

a macaroni 

 infamous 

peer (through) 

be equalled (by, with) 

cheat sb 

  gamble 

in mockery 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

4. Give your own examples with the following things: 

ill-famed, celebrated, the dominant characteristic, counterpart, elaborate. 

1.________________________________________________________________2.____

____________________________________________________________3._________

_______________________________________________________4.______________



__________________________________________________5.___________________

_____________________________________________ 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

1. Dorian was becoming more and more notorious in the society, wasn’t he? What 

rumours circulated about him? Were there any grounds for rumours? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

2. Did Dorian have any influence in the society? On what part of the society was his 

influence especially great? In what way was it expressed? Did Dorian want that 

influence? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

3. Speak about Dorian’s interests and occupations. Account for each of them: 

a) The Roman Catholic Church. 

b) Perfumes 

c) Music 

d) Jewels 

e) Textile and embroidered work   

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Account for the author’s blast against the hypocrisies of Victorian polite society. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 



Ch.12,13 

 

Before you read 

1. Transcribe the words:  

 hearth, seriously, wretched, miniature,  fatal,  debauchery,  hypocrite, Grosvenor, 

________________________________________________________________ 

marqueterie, disguise, amateur, miniature, Gloucester, blasphemy, staunch, foul, 

_____________________________________________________________________satyr, 

wainscoting, mildew, infamous, ignoble, satire, iniquity, balustrade. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

                                                 

 

Vocabulary 

2. Study the following things, give the contexts from the chapter: 

 

make no sign of recognition  

a piece of luck 

take pity on  

be devoted to  

petulant 

say against sb 

novelty 

vice 

curl one’s lip 

ascent 

 instinctively 

  rattle 

  murky 

  repentance 

  cast a shadow 

  thinning hair 

chiselled 

 choke with smth  



 tear-dimmed eyes 

  parched  

 sodden  

 

 

 

 

tarnished 

inseparable 

record 

a by-word 

corrupt 

know sb / sth thoroughly 

staunch 

pry into sth 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Make up a situation , using 12-15 words and w-combinations from chs 12,13.  

3. Reproduce the dialogue of Dorian and Basil.  

 

   

Comprehension and discussion 

1.Pick up all the words describing the room the portrait was kept.  What mood does the 

description create? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

   

 



2. Describe the state of mind of Basil when he sees the portrait and the state of Dorian 

watching Basil. Try to find the most exact words to convey Basil’s state of mind. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________ 

 

3. Account for Dorian’s putting blame on Basil for the portrait’s change. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

4. Characterize Dorian’s actions after the murder. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ch.14 

Before you read 

1. Transcribe the words:  trellis-work, pomegranate, gondola, statue, melancholy, 

__________________________________________________________________ 

agitated, hideous, admirable, atom, infamous, extraordinary. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vocabulary 

2. Study the following things, give the contexts from the chapter: 

drive sth out of the mind 

at hazard 

go wild over 

brood over 

come to an end 

pace up and down 

glazed 

decline 

have no option 

a vestige of 

drive sb to  

stir a step 

affect 

spare sb 

infamous 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 



 

Comprehension and discussion 

3. Comment on Dorian’s state of mind on the morning after the murder. Account for the 

detailed description of what Dorian did on the morning in question. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________ 

4. Prove that Dorian was sure that Campbell would refuse to help him. How did he 

make Campbell fulfill his dreadful plan? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

Stylistics 

5. Reread the paragraph beginning with “… The suspense became unbearable…’’. Find 

stylistic devices, say what atmosphere, mood they create. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________ 

 

6. Give a summary of the chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 



Ch.15 

Before you read 

1.Transcribe the words: 

 demenour, mausoleum, embalm (v), exhaust (v), eligible, alliance,  

corroborative, irritable, brazier, sovereign. 

 

Vocabulary 

2. Study the vocabulary, give the contexts from the chapter. 

demeanour 

take in sb 

 make matters worse 

mediocrity  

 atone for sth 

 out of sorts 

incorrigible 

detest 

eligible 

squabble 

out of temper 

feel faint and sick 

 

 

 

 

3. Translate into Russian the following word-combinations: 

unassuming, demeanour, take in a customer, be taken in by fine words, be taken in by sb’s 

appearance, atone for hurting sb’s feelings, atone for being rude, atone for lack of good 

manners, incorrigible liar, incorrigible pessimist, incorrigible mistakes/errors, eligible for 

the vacancy. 

4. Give your own examples of using the word-combinations, they may be used in 

sentences or in a short situation. 

Comprehension and discussion 



5. Discuss the party at Lady Narborough’s: 

 a) the hostess  b) the guests 

6. Speak of Dorian’s state of mind on the evening. Prove your point citing the text. 

7. Comment on: 

1.”…Perhaps one never seems so much at one’s ease as when one has to play a part…”  

2.”…She is very clever, too clever for a woman. She lacks the indefinable charm of 

weakness…”  

 

  



Ch.16 

Before you read 

1. Transcribe the words: 

 seagull, marionette, iteration, fibre, crooked, hiccough (v), wrench (v),  

vengeance 

Vocabulary 

2. Study the following things, recall the situations where they are used in the chapter.  

 

to cluster 

listless 

oblivion 

to atone for 

disordered life 

to lay something at somebody’s door 

paralysed with terror 

set somebody on the wrong track 

to tremble from head to foot 

3. Paraphrase the expressions under study: 

1. A group of people clustered round the place of the accident. 

2. She seemed to be listening to him merely out of politeness, occasionally giving 

listless remarks. 

3. He sat at the fire in peaceful oblivion. 

4. Years of disordered life brought him to understand and value simple joys of life. 



5. Sibyl’s brother laid his sister’s death at Dorian’s door. 

6. It was difficult to investigate the case as many witnesses, paid by the criminals, tried to 

set the police on the wrong track. 

7. When the police found the hostage in the disused cellar of the house, the latter 

Was trembling from head to foot with fear. 

Comprehension and discussion 

 4. Describe Dorian’s state of mind on the way to the opium dens. Can you prove that he 

was on the brink of nervous breakdown? 

Stylistics 

5. Find the examples of represented speech, inversion and other expressive means. Account 

for their usage.  

6. Give the summary of the chapter. 

 

 

  



Ch.17 

Vocabulary 

1. Study the following things, recall the situations where they are used in the chapter. 

jaded-looking 

not for the world 

lose the faculty of 

in a flash 

underrate 

at best 

premature 

come to oneself 

run through 

2. Pick out 7 word-combinations to make up sentences. 

 

Comprehension and discussion 

3. In conversation with the Duchess Lord Henry gives his opinion of England and English 

people. Speak on it, citing the text if necessary. 

4. Give the character sketch of the Duchess, try and emphasize her most peculiar features. 

Is she equal to Lord Henry in the battle of words? 

5. Say whose utterances these are, what events they precede, comment on them: 

1.’’…Beer, the Bible, and the seven deadly virtues have made our England what she is.’’ 

2.’’…I have never searched for happiness. Who wants happiness? I have searched for 

pleasure.’’ 



3.’’…And the Duchess loves you very much, but she likes you less, so you are excellently 

matched.’’ 

6. Act out the dialogue of Lord Henry and the Duchess. 

 

  



Ch.18 

Vocabulary 

1. Study the following things, recall the situations where they are used in the chapter. 

venture 

look back on 

omen 

astray 

break in 

prefigure  

revolt against smth 

instantaneously 

slumberous 

talk scandal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Translate the sentences, paying attention to the underlined vocabulary. 

1.She looked pale and stunned – it was clear that something awful had happened. 

2.He was pulled from the wreckage of the car alive but very shaken. 

3.He stood there with a dazed expression on his face watching her pack her bags. 

4.She stared at the mutilated body, speechless with horror. 

5.The whole nation was horrified by the fire at the football stadium in which seventy people 

died. 

Comprehension and discussion 

3. Make a list of the vocabulary used the author to describe Dorian’s emotional state. How 

powerful is the portrait moulded? 



4. Can one draw a parallel between O. Wilde and F. Dostoyevsky in the way they present 

the flutterings of a guilty mind? Justify your answer. 

Stylistics 

5. Comment on the stylistic devices used in the following fragments and how they 

contribute to the effect achieved. 

1.“After a few moments, that were to him, in his perturbed state, like endless hours of pain, 

he felt a hand laid on his shoulder. He started, and looked round.” 

2. “I have no terror of Death. It is the coming of Death that terrifies me. Its monstrous 

wings seem to wheel in the leaden air around me.” 

 3.“The trees seemed to sweep past him in spectral procession, and wild shadows to fling 

themselves across his path. Once the mare swerved at a white gate-post and nearly threw 

him. He lashed her across the neck with his crop. She cleft the dusky air like an arrow. The 

stones flew from her hoofs.” 

6. Say whose utterances these are, what events they precede, comment on them: 

1.“As for omens, there is no such thing as an omen. Destiny does not send us heralds. She is 

too wise or too cruel for that.” 

2. “A woman will flirt with anybody in the world as long as other people are looking on.” 

3. “Knowledge would be fatal. It is the uncertainty that charms one. A mist makes things 

wonderful.” 

 

  



Ch.19 

Before you read 

1. Transcribe the words: 

 bowl (n), crimson (adj), idyll, ploughman, despise (v), wretched, jasmine,  

Burgundy, Velasquez, the Seine, uncouth, Christian, Chopin, Majorca. 

 

Vocabulary 

stagnate 

break one/somebody’s heart 

renunciation 

mental strain 

intent(ly) 

 pose for/as 

strike sb as 

uncouth 

annihilate 

flower-like

 

 

 

2. Translate the following things: 

Stagnant trade (art); renunciation of one’s ambitions (rights, idea); a strain on the nerves; 

the strain of modern life; intent look (thought); be intent on reading; read intently; pose as a 

hero (an art connoisseur); a flawless story (document, diamond, character); annihilate an 

army (a fleet, nuclear arms ,disparity). 

 

Make up your own sentences with the given expressions. 

 

3. Translate the sentences, paying attention to the underlined collocations. 



1.We apologized after the game and there were sincere apologies. I have tremendous respect 

for Derek and what we achieved at Ross County. 

2.Joe offered a heartfelt apology to Celtic fans after the shocking 4-0 loss to Utrecht, which 

dumps the Glasgow club out of the European League. 

3.As a club we have thought long about whether to employ a player with his background, 

but his clear repentance, and the opportunity to allow him to rehabilitate whilst meeting our 

unique goalkeeping situation, resulted in our decision to sign him. 

4.Because we are professionals, we don’t get as many chances to go out to enjoy ourselves 

like the olden days, but we have the perfect excuse. 

5.I am not going to come here and make any lame excuses. 

6.In my opinion it has really exposed our players who usually claim that clubs didn’t release 

them or other flimsy excuses. 

7.Despite presenting their diplomatic passports, they were detained upon exiting a café 

under a false pretext: they supposedly were in possession of grenades. 

Comprehension and discussion 

1. Dorian tells Lord Henry that he has altered. What made Dorian think so? How did Lord 

Henry respond to it? Whose arguments would you rather support? 

2. Lord Henry is absolutely indifferent about Basil’s disappearance, isn’t he? Can you 

account for it? Why was it impossible for Lord Henry to think that Dorian could have 

murdered Basil? 

3. Was Dorian sincere in his intention to change his life, to be good? 

4. Comment on the following things: 

1.”If a man treats life artistically, his brain is his heart..” 

2.’’Youth! There is nothing like it. It’s absurd to talk of the ignorance of youth. The only 

people to whose opinions I listen now with any respect are people much younger than 

myself.’’ 



3. “Civilization is not by any means an easy thing to attain to. There are only two ways by 

which man can reach it. One is by being cultured, the other by being corrupt.” 

4.”Of course married life is merely a habit, a bad habit. But then one regrets the loss even of 

one’s worst habits. Perhaps one regrets them most. They are an essential part of one’s 

personality.” 

5.”..what does it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose – how does the quotation 

run? –  his own soul?” 

6. ’’Don’t Harry. The soul is a terrible reality. It can be bought, and sold, and bartered away. 

It can be poisoned, or made perfect.” 

 

 

 

 

  



Ch.20 

Before you read 

1. Transcribe the words:  

wicked, evil, idolatrous, linger (v), loathsome, cleanse (v), hypocrisy, melancholy, 

exquisite, visage. 

Vocabulary 

2. Study the following things, recall the situations where they are used in the 

chapter. 

flawless 

feel longing for 

 irretrievable 

wane 

dog somebody 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Translate the following collocations and make up your own sentences with them: 

Irretrievable mistake (loss, defeat); a waning day (power, strength fame); dogged by misfortunes 

(horrible memories; anxious thoughts); fervent (faint, sincere, realistic, desperate, wild, false, 

forlorn, vain, renewed, remaining) hope. 

Comprehension and discussion 

4. Comment on the following things: 

1.”Ah! in what a monstrous moment of pride and passion he had prayed that the portrait should 

bear the burden of his days, and he keep the unsullied splendour of eternal youth! All his failure 

had been due to that. Better for him that each sin of his life had brought its sure, swift penalty 

along with it. There was purification in punishment.” 

2.”As he unbarred the door, a smile of joy flitted across his strangely young-looking face and 

lingered for a moment about his lips. Yes, he would be good, and the hideous thing that he had 

hidden away would no longer be a terror to him. He felt as if the load had been lifted from him 

already.” 

3.”Through vanity he had spared her. In hypocrisy he had worn the mask of goodness. For 

curiosity’s sake he had tried the denial of self. He recognized that now.” 

4.”But this murder – was it to dog him all his life? Was he always to be burdened by his past? 

Was he really to confess? Never. There was only one bit of evidence left against him. The picture 

itself – that was evidence. He would destroy it. … It had been like conscience to him. Yes, it had 

been conscience. He would destroy it.” 

5.”When they entered, they found hanging upon the wall a splendid portrait of their master as 

they had last seen him, in all the wonder of his exquisite youth and beauty. Lying on the floor was 

a dead man, in evening dress, with a knife in his heart. He was withered, wrinkled, and loathsome 

of visage. It was not till they had examined the rings that they recognized who it was.” 

 

 

 



Final Discussion 

 

1. Information about the author. 

2. The genre of the book (adventure, science fiction, love story, detective story / novel, social 

novel, psychological novel, etc. ) . 

3. The composition of the book (narration, description, monologue( inner speech, reported 

speech) , etc.). 

4. Are the events taken from real life? Or are they invented but probable, barely possible or 

impossible? 

5. Are the events arranged in a natural sequence or is the order inverted for dramatic effect? 

6. Do the events involve physical action or inner (moral ) struggle? 

7. What are the characters of the book (characterization, ways of introduction (direct, 

indirect), key and supporting characters ). 

8. The author’s attitude to the characters of the book. 

9. Where do the events take place? ( geographical areas). 

10.  What social groups are involved in the events?  

11. Analyse the plot of the book. 

 

12. What is the message of the book? 

13. Which of the following adjectives describe the plot of the book best: simple, 

commonplace, trivial, clever, dramatic, thrilling, melodramatic, romantic, highly 

imaginative, philosophical ? 

 

  



Appendix 1 . 

Stylistic devices and expressive means. 

1. Allusion.  Allusion is a brief reference to some literary or historically event commonly 

known. The use of allusion presupposes knowledge of the fact, thing or person alluded to 

on the part of the reader. As a rule no indication of the source is given. An allusion is only 

a mention of a word or phrase which may be regarded as a key-word of the utterance. 

e.g.: “ …Cry out against Heaven because the daughter of Brabantio died…”  

Here the writer alludes to Desdemona --- the character of Shakespeare ‘ play “Othello”.  

2.  Antithesis.  Antithesis is a confrontation of two notions which underlines the radical 

difference between them. 

e.g. : a)“ If it were I who was to be always young, and the picture that was to grow old!” , b) The 

ugly and the stupid have the  best of it in this world.” 

     3. Epithet .  Epithet is based on the interplay of emotive and logical meaning in an  attributive 

word? Phrase or a sentence. The epithet is markedly subjective and evaluative. e.g.: a)  “… There 

was a rustle of chirruping sparrows in the green lacquer  leaves of the ivy…” b) “…His cool, 

white, flower-like hands…” 

  4. Hyperbole.  Hyperbole is the use of a word, a word-group or a sentence which 

exaggerates the real degree of a quantity of the thing spoken about. e.g.: “The moment  

one sits down to think, one becomes all nose, or all forehead, or something horrid.”  

5. Inner Represented Speech (IRS) .  IRS expresses feelings and thoughts of the character 

which are not materialized in spoken or written language by the character. Inverted commas are 

not used to introduce Inner Represented Speech. E.g.: “He scanned it curiously, wondering if ever 

before it had concealed the secret of a man’s life. Should he move it aside, after all? Why not 

let it stay there? What was the use of knowing? If the thing was true, it was terrible. If it 

was not true, why trouble about it? But what if, by some fate or deadlier chance, eyes other 

than his spied behind, and saw the horrible change? What should he do if Basil Hallward  

came and asked  to look at his own picture? Basil would be sure to do that. No; the thing 

had to be examined, and at once. Anything would be better than this dreadful state of 

doubt. He got up and locked the doors.” 



6. Irony.  Irony is a transfer based upon the opposition of the two notions: the notion named and 

the notion meant. Irony is used with the aim of critical evaluation of the thing spoken about. e.g.: 

“ The son, who had been his father’s secretary,….., had set himself to the serious study of the 

great aristocratic art of doing absolutely nothing.” 

7. Metaphor .  Metaphor is a transfer of the name of an object to another object on the basis of 

similarity, likeness, affinity of the two objects. At the same time there is no real connection 

between them. E.g.; “ He had merely shot an arrow into the air.” 

8. Oxymoron.  Oxymoron consists in ascribing a property to an object incompatible with that 

property. It is a logical collision of words syntactically connected but incongruent in their 

meaning. E.g.;  Yet it was watching him, with its beautiful marred face…”,  

9. Paradox.  Paradox  is a statement that seems to say something opposite to common sense or 

the truth, but which may contain  a grain of truth. e.g.: “ What you have told me is quite a 

romance, a romance of art one might call it, and the worst of having a romance of any kind is 

that it leaves one so unromantic.” 

10. Parallel constructions (Parallelism) Parallelism means a more or less complete identity of 

syntactical structures of two or more  sentences or parts of a sentence in close succession. E.g.: “ 

Yes, there would be a day when his face would be wrinkled and wizen, his eyes dim and 

colourless, the grace  of his figure broken and deformed.” 

11. Repetition.  Repetition is an expressive means which  is based on a repeated occurrence of 

one and the same word or a word-group. The use of repetition shows the state of mind of the 

speaker. E.g.: “ …I will never see you again. I will never think of you. I will never mention your 

name…” 

12. Simile.  Simile is an explicit statement concerning the similarity  of two different notions. The 

purpose of this confrontation of the names of two different objects is to characterize vividly one 

of the two. Simile requires a pair of  objects belonging to two different classes of things and a 

linking word. E.g.: “ Facts fled before her like frightened forest things.’’ 

13. Personification.  Personification  attributes life and mind to inanimate things . Besides the 

actual objects of nature, abstractions of the mind, such as life, death, truth, wisdom, love, etc. are 

frequently  personified .  e.g.: “ Then Death himself had touched her , and taken her with him.”  



 

 

 

 

 

  



Appendix 2. 

Aestheticism or  Aesthetic movement—is a European movement in literature, painting and 

decorative art, аs well as in interior design  in the 19
th

 century which gave priority to aesthetic 

values if compared with ethic and social problems. In fact, aestheticism expresses the features of 

European decadence, for this reason it is considered as a branch of this phenomenon in England. 

Aestheticism dates back to Romanticism  , it itself being reaction to Victorian epoch , heralding 

modernism. It was popular in the second half of the 19
th

 century (1868-1901),common opinion is 

that its decay is connected with Oscar Wilde’s trial in 1895.  

Aestheticism  in Literature 

English writers-decadents were greatly influenced by the Oxford professor Walter Pater and his 

works published in 1867-1868, where he declared that one should live following inexorably the 

ideal of Beauty . His book Studies in the History of the Renaissance,1873 became a manual  for  

young people of Victorian society who were enamored of Art. Writers-decadents advanced the 

slogan “Art for art’s sake “(фр. l’art pour l’art) whose origin is still not clear . There is an 

opinion that it belongs to the French philosopher Victor Cousin  (1792-1867). But  Angela 

Leighton in her work (On Form: Poetry, Aestheticism and the Legacy of a Word,2007) points out 

that this phrase was used by Benjamin  Constan as early as 1804. No doubt, in France Theophil  

Goutier used this phrase  to substantiate that there is no connection between art and moral. 

Aesthetic movement  painters and writers considered that  arts are to give us exquisite sensual 

pleasure , not to communicate moralizing or sentimental messages. In result, they did not  take 

the utilitarian ideas of J. Ruskin and M. Arnold who considered art as something edifying and 

useful.  On the contrary, they thought that art has no didactic purpose , that the only thing one can 

demand from it is to be beautiful. Aesthetes evolved the worship of beauty which they held the 

essential factor in art. They declared that Life must copy Art. Nature, compared with art, seemed 

to them rough material and its design was far from being ideal. The main features of the 

movement in question were suggestion, sensuality, excessive use of symbols.  

There are its predecessors in aestheticism --- the English poets-romantics Percy Bysshe Shelly 

(1792-1822) and John Keats (1795-1821) аs well as poets of ” Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood” .In 

Great Britain the best representative of Aesthetic movement was  O. Wilde, аlso D. M.Wistler  

and D.G. Rossetty . The movement and its followers became objects of satire in the comic opera 



Patience by W. Gilbert and A. Sullivan, as well as in other works, e.g. in the farce The Colonel  

by F.C. Bernard  and in comic books , like Punch . 
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