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INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT, ECONOMICS AND FINANCE
“Economic and social geography and territorial planning” Master's degree program

	Courses
	hrs 
	Exam or pass/fail test
	semester 
	Compulsory 

or elective course

	Methodology of scientific research 

Course description
The course is dedicated to analysis of the problems of logic and methodology of scientific learning the phenomena and the processes of the reality of everything.

The main goal of the course is to receive wholesome idea about organizing and conducting scientific research, to form a body of common cultural expertise, that provides solution to the tasks, connected to research and design work. The course assists in forming methodological and scientific culture, the system of knowledge, skills and abilities in the sphere of  organizing and conducting scientific research.

	2
	pass/fail
	1
	Compulsory

	General economic and social geography. Advanced level

Course description
The “General economic and social geography” course is dedicated to study of the system of modern concepts in social geography, their role in solving complex problems of territorial organization of society, social and economical development of countries and regions. Particular focus is set to form understanding the specifics of geographical (spacial) approach and method, their advantages and disadvantages in terms of researching social and economical systems of countries, regions and cities.

 The theories of economical and geographical circumstances, territorial organization of production forces, central locations, center-to-periphery relations, diffusion of innovations, the poles and the centers of growth, TPK territorial production complexes, clusters, development of territories, etc are studied within the main divisions of the course at the advanced level. 

Practical studies are oriented at design tasks on analysis and prediction of territorial social-economic systems, searching the optimum options of spacial organizing production forces. They allow one to form skills and abilities of self-dependent research of complex processes in social-economic development of regions and cities.
	4
	exam
	1
	Compulsory

	Steady development of a city and a region 

Course description
The fundamentals of modern concept of steady development and the experience of its implementation in the countries of the world are studied within the “Steady development of a city and a region” course. Main focus point is at the problems of founding stability in the processes of developing the urban and regional systems.  

The divisions of the course form the conception of economical, social and ecological basics and principles of steady development. Directions of implementing of the policy of steady development, principles and methods of managing the steady development of cities and regions are studied in the course. The problems of evaluation of stability and the system of indicating factors of steady development are reviewed in the course.

Seminar/discussion classes are oriented towards analysis of the cases of strategies of steady development in the regions from a number of countries from Europe, Latin America, Asia and Africa, analysis of processes of implementing the principles of steady development into the practice of conducting business operations in an enterprise.
	4
	pass/fail
	1
	Compulsory

	Territorial planning

Course description
The “Territorial planning” course allows one to form the idea of theoretical-methodological basics of territorial planning, about the shapes and types of strategic development plans of a city & a region.

  The role and place of territorial planning in the system of strategic management of territorial development, its connections with territorial planning and programming, principles and methods of elaborating the plans are reviewed in it; basic sections of strategic plans of development of cities and regionsare studied in it.

One learns the main problems of territorial planning of present-day Russia, and with foreign practices of regional planning and development.

When learning the subject-matter of the course, one develops practical skills of using modern methods of elaboration of strategic plans of development for a city and a region.
	4
	exam
	2
	Compulsory

	Academical writing (foreign language)

Course description
The goals of the course are: to learn communicative strategies of compilation normative written works of different genres, adopted in the sphere of professional communications; to learn grammar, lexical, syntactic and stylistic norms and devices when writing different types of texts for academical purposes; to develop skills of creating, editing, summarizing and analyzing different types of texts of scientific content within one's specialty; to elaborate skills in commenting, summarizing, deducting the results of scientific research with the use of modern techniques and methodologies in the sphere of professional communications.
	2
	pass/fail
	1
	Compulsory

	Social transformations of in-transition economy countries

Course description
Basic models of social transformations in the countries with the in-transition economy are reviewed in the course. The concepts of national identity and problems of multiculturalism both in the countries in Central and Eastern Europe (Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Slovenia, Slovakia and others), and also in Russia are studied in the course. Cases, that review specific forms, goals and strategies of claims-making of power,  mass media, non-commercial organizations based on wide array of video, printed, and research materials are solved during practice studies.
	3
	exam
	1
	Compulsory

	Natural layout study of territories

Course description
The main goal of the course is to learn interaction and inter-connections between social and economic and ecological systems. Evaluation of natural resources and viewing landscapes as objects of   natural layout study are the basic issues of the course. State policy in the sphere of  natural layout study and natural resources usage are exposed during the course.
	3
	exam
	1
	Compulsory

	Regional planning

Course description
 Theoretical and practical basis of regional planning and land-use planning are exposed in the course. Main focus is directed at solving the problems of disperse settlement of population, as one of the main modern instruments of strategic development of territories. The importance of agglomerations, the key modern forms of population settlement, are underlined in the course. The importance of economical-geographic situation, as a factor in territorial development, is shown in the course. Modern requirements for stable development of cities and other populated areas, the inter-connections between the development of settlements, systems of disperse settlement of population, inter-settlement territories and the processes of social development are reviewed in the course.


	3
	pass/fail
	1
	Compulsory

	Urban geography

Course description
The course includes analysis of historic-geographical, social and economic aspects of development of cities and their systems both in Russia and abroad. It allows one to see the hidden mechanisms of work of modern megalopolises, using historical descriptions and field observations of leading urban specialists in the world. The course is aimed at forming idea about a city, first of all, as a complicated social-economic system. Special focus is directed at the problems of present-day state urban policy and its results. The reasons for decline of the most of industrial cities and examples of the revival of some of these are reviewed in the course.


	4
	exam
	2
	Compulsory

	Regional economics and management

Course description
The “Regional economics and management” course allows one to form systematic idea about the essence of a region as an object of economic research, about modern theoretical concepts in regional economics, the subject of regional management, the structure and functions of governing bodies of a city and a region. It also lets one learn the foundations of analytical, methodical, organizational-administrative activities under the conditions of regional markets and competitive environment.

 Learning the course assists in understanding the pecularities of modern processes of development of a city and a region, and administrating them at the regional level. One is learning the methods of regional research and the instruments of regional economic policy in the course framework. One receives knowledge and skills in self-conducted research of the systems of regional administration and self-administration, the principles of economical federalism, elaboration of object-oriented complex programs of development of  a region, working out devices and methodical approaches of conducting the monitoring of social-economic situation, and also in the sphere of evaluation of potential capacities of natural resources, production and employment market in the regions.


	4
	pass/fail
	2
	Compulsory

	Landscape study and planning

Course description
The main goal of the course is to give one methodological basis of landscape planning, to define principles and methods of landscape planning, to teach one techniques of landscape planning,  to build foundation knowledge about landscape planning as a form of organizing landscape.


	3
	pass/fail
	2
	Compulsory

	Managing projects of territorial planning

Course description
Managing projects in the public sector of economics is very different from the projects in the commercial sector; the priority here is solving problems of social importance. The projects do not appear on their own, and creating the coalition of stake-holders, authorities and businessmen in the territory is necessary for their successful implementation. The main goal of the course is to learn consistent patterns and peculiarities of placement of resource base, material production, service industry, and also adjacent to them systems of disperse settling and transportation for the possibility of future managing the projects of development at the city and regional levels. The issues of elaborating the technical-economical justification for the project in the public sector, including risk evaluation and mechanisms of managing the project in practice by means of creating a local office for the implementing the project are covered extensively during the course.


	3
	pass/fail
	2
	Compulsory

	Spacial analysis

Course description
The course is one of the fundamental subjects in preparing specialists in the sphere of spatial development of cities. Main types of models of spatial structure of a city, including its subsystems, are reviewed in the course. 

The main goal of the course is to form the idea about the role of spatial factor in social and economical development of a city, about theoretical basis and consistent patterns in forming the cities, to learn how to use the methods of spatial analysis when solving concrete tasks.
	3
	exam
	2
	Compulsory

	Monitoring the environment

Course description
The course is aimed at preparing one to receive new information based on monitoring, experiments, scientific analysis of observational data about the conditions of components of environment; to receive knowledge about organizing ecological monitoring; to develop practical recommendations on preservation of natural habitat, object-oriented programs on designing a network of monitoring observations; expert opinion on the results in changes in natural habitat and forecasting their possible further progression.

Entrepreneurship, innovations and economic growth

Course description
The main goal of the course is to form system of knowledge in the sphere of economics of innovations both at macro-level (theories of innovation process, concepts of innovation development, overall character of innovations), and at micro-level (key factors of implementation of innovations, creation and development of an innovation company, choice of innovative strategy); to look through peculiarities of entrepreneurship and to adapt theoretical knowledge to Russian practices of entrepreneurship. 
	3
	exam
	3
	elective

	 Land inventory Cadastral register

Course description
The main goal of the course is to receive knowledge about the importance and role of cadastral land inventory register and about monitoring of lands in the sphere of managing land and natural resources, and performing land planning and land inventory cadastral work.

The issues of market-price evaluation and cadastral register evaluation of lands of different designated use are reviewed in the course, principles and methods of defining market-price evaluation of urban and rural plots of land are unfolded in detail during the course. The course includes analysis of practical examples of evaluation of plots of land, control questions and tests.

Ecological-geographical expert evaluation

Course description
 The main goal of the course is to learn how to analyze the information, that is contained in the projects, about the evaluation of conditions and prediction about the possible future changes in  landscape-ecological conditions. Regulatory-methodological base of conducting expert evaluation of the projects, that deal with ecological safety of geographical environment of people and the territories under economic activities are  reviewed in the course. Mechanisms of revealing the negative influences of human activities towards parts of the environment (or landscape), and also defining compliance of a project with the environment control regulations, providing environment control by means of coordinating the nature-conservation programs with the plans of economical develpment are studied in the course.


	3
	exam
	3
	elective

	Economics modeling

Course description
The main goal of the course is to deepen one's knowledge in the sphere of using econometric methods in the analysis of social-economic phenomena in aspects of space and time and to perfect skills in solving application tasks using economical-mathematical instruments in the sphere of solving social-economic tasks of different levels. The course implies building econometric models with the assistance of regression analysis based on panel data, because under modern conditions of transformational economics there is a problem of analysis, and also of predicting different social-economic phenomena on the scale of time and space. Using modern packages of application programs, such as STATA, E-VIEWS, SAS allows one to receive practical skills in building, specificating econometric models, formulating and checking different statistical hypotheses, identifying simultaneous equation system,  and, lastly, econometric and economic analysis and summarizing of received in the research results. Completion of these tasks will provide one with experience in self-conducted research work in different spheres of economics and management.

Landscape analysis of a territory

Course description
The main goal of the course is to master the whole scope of methodical devices and procedures, used to build such spatial organizing of public activity in a certain landscape, which would provide stable development and save basic functions of a certain territory as a system of life support.

The tasks of the course of landscape analysis of a territory are: to find territorial units, that have geo-system implication; understanding and explaining the structure of landscape, its qualities, dynamics, history of its development, its functioning, learning natural and human-caused factors of landscape changes; evaluation of the levels of human- caused landscape changes and economy loads.


	3
	exam
	3
	elective

	Economics of natural resources use

Course description
The main goal of the course is to form ecological-economical conscience and to master methodology and practices of organizational-economic regulating of the usage of natural resources potential and man-caused impact on the environment in the process of management of economic activities. 

Main tasks of the course are to receive knowledge in the sphere of ecological-economic problems of production, regulatory provisions and methods of organizing, control, predicting, stimulation and economical evaluation of the results of natural resources use and of nature-protection activities.

Unreasonable use of natural resources and pollution of environment lead to huge expenses of production, they lower the efficiency of economic activity and the level of well-being of the population. Economics systems elaborate special mechanisms, protecting society from the associated damage and increasing efficiency of natural resources use.

Exogenous landscape-forming processes

Course description
The course includes studying the influence of agricultural activity of man on the character of erosion and accumulation processes in the drainage-basin of small rivers in the plains. Mechanisms of man-caused redistribution of surface water drainage and underground water flow and changes in erosion and accumulation processes, that happened at water production areas and at the upper stages of drainage systems after deforestation activities and tilling of wide land are reviewed in detail in the course. 


	2
	pass/fail
	3
	elective

	Development of real estate

Course description
The place of the “Development of property” cource in the system of Master's knowledge is conditioned by the need of learning key aspects of efficient management of business in the sphere of real estate. Keeping in mind inter-disciplinary specifics of the subject-matter, its tutorial support is tightly linked with the following subjects: “Economics of real estate”, “Strategical management”, “History and methodology of management, “Economic aspects of managerial activity”.

The main goal of the course is to provide one with theoretical and practical studies, to form skills of analysis of current methods of evaluation of different items of real estate, taking into account the world practices, to learn efficient management of real estate based on complex approach, and also to form understanding about consistent patterns of functioning and development of the real estate market, its peculiarities in present-day conditions in Russia. Teaching the course is directed at preparing specialists, conducting activity, that is connected with spatial development and urban development of territories, forming comfortable living environment and creating effective infrastructure.

Integrated field studies. Methods and Organization
Course description
Main contents of the course are the ability to solve educational and research tasks, directed at scientific-research work in the subject-related (geographical, geological, biological, etc.) spheres of knowledge;  mastering the modern methods of research; ability to construct, implement and analyze results of obtained data, both during learning separate components of nature, and during complex  physics and geography research.


	2
	pass/fail
	3
	elective

	Scientific-research work

Course description
Main goal of the course is to develop the ability of self-sufficient carrying out scientific-research work, connected with solving complex professional tasks under the innovative circumstances.


	
	
	
	Compulsory
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