LONG-DISTANCE CONTEST FOR LEARNERS OF ENGLISH

Doing the tasks correctly, you can score as much as 60 points and participate in the second round of the competition that is take place at Elabuga Campus of Kazan Federal University, an invitation to which will be specially sent to your e-mail address!

Task One. (Total score - 9)
Complete the anecdotes with an appropriate tense of the verbs in brackets
.


a) The famous film director, Alfred Hitchcock, telephoned the prolific Belgian crime novelist, George Simenon. At the time, Simenon already (1) __________ (complete) nearly 400 novels. Hitchcock knew that he (2) __________ (write) his books at an incredible speed, sometimes as little as ten days. Simenon’s wife took the call. ‘I’m sorry,’ she said, ‘but George (3) __________ (write) and I can’t disturb him.’ ‘That’s OK,’ replied Hitchcock. ‘Let him finish his book. I (4) __________ (hang on).’


b) An interesting thing happened to me when I was touring the USA recently. I just (5) __________ (read) a spy novel, where the hero (6) __________ (hide) a letter in a particular statue in Washington. Since I was in that city at the time, on a whim I decided to see if the statue really contained the small niche the author (7) __________ (describe). To my great surprise it did – and a letter was inside. After a moment’s hesitation I pulled out the letter and opened it. As I (8) __________ (read) it, I burst out laughing. An unidentified reader (9) __________ (write), ‘Good book, wasn’t it?’  
Task Two. (Total score - 15)
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate non-finite form (Infinitive, Gerund or Participle).
Christmas
Whatever else Christmas may (1) __________ (stand for), one thing it still means is (2) __________ (eat). Christmas has traditionally been a time of the year when people have tried (3) __________ (cheer) themselves up during the cold months of winter. Last year more than 10 million turkeys were bought in Britain alone during the festive season (4) __________ (satisfy) the nation’s appetite. Health experts may continue (5) __________ (complain) about all this self-indulgence, but they fail (6) __________ (realize) that there is nothing new about celebratory feasting, practically at this time of the year. The Roman Saturnalia, which was supposed to be a festival (7) __________ (honour) the god of agriculture, started on 19 December. Among other things, the Saturnalia involved (8) __________ (light) candles and (9) __________ (give) gifts. People who had spent the whole year (10) __________ (save) money suddenly become extravagant. In addition to (11) __________ (exchange) gifts, this time of year was also an occasion for masters and slaves alike (12) __________ (eat) excessively. At one Saturnalia feast an Emperor is reported (13) __________ (spend) the equivalent of $900,000 on a dinner for twelve guests which consisted of twenty courses and lasted all day. So, when mealtime comes round on 25 December, there’s no point in (14) __________ (have) a guilty conscience. In fact, the occasional seasonal feast may promote good health and stop year-round (15) __________ (overeat). 

Task Three. (Total score - 11)
Fill in some, any, no, every or their compounds.

1) I don’t care where to go on holiday, as long as it’s _____ hot.

2) Does _____ want a cup of tea?

3) I’ve looked for my contact lens, but I can’t find it _____.

4) A: What do you want for dinner?

B: Oh, _____ I don’t care! 

5) This sale is fantastic. There’s 50% off _____ in the shop.

6) It’s really boring at Auntie Martha’s, there’s absolutely ______ to do.

7) I’m a very sensitive person. ______ understands me. 

8) There was ______ for me to sit, so I had to stand.

9)  Sue is such a chatterbox, she’s always got ______ to say, but she never says ______ interesting. 

10) Our dog will go for a walk with ______.
Task Four. (Total score - 10)
Read the text. Use the word given in brackets to form a word that fits the space. 
The History of Father’s Day

Father’s Day is an occasion to honour your dad and express gratitude for his love and support. Most (1) __________ (country) including the US, the UK and Canada celebrate Father’s Day on the (2) __________ (three) Sunday of June.


The idea of celebrating Father’s Day (3) __________ (suggest) by Mrs. Louise Smart Dodd in 1909. Mrs. Dodd’s father, William Smart, (4) __________ (widow) when his wife died in childbirth. Despite the obvious hardships, Mr. Smart proceeded to raise the newborn along with his five other (5) __________ (child) by himself. It wasn’t until Sonora Dodd (6) __________ (become) an adult that she realized the strength and selfishness her father (7) __________ (show) in raising his children as a single parent. 


President Wilson approved of the festival in 1916 but it was President Johnson who signed a Proclamation (8) __________ (declare) the celebration of Father’s Day in 1966. Thanks to Sonora, Father’s Day (9) __________ (become) a hugely popular festival and (10) __________ (celebrate) around the world.

Task Five. (Total score - 15)
Write an essay on one of the given proverbs (150 - 200 words).

1. As the saying goes, when there is a will, there is a way. People who aspire after something they like to do most become more successful in life than lotus-eaters do. What do you think of it?

2. A friend in need is a friend indeed. Do you have true friends? What does friendship mean to you?

3. Early to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise. Is day regimen of any importance in your life? 

4. They say, when at Rome do as the Romans do. Is it wise to keep the traditions of the place you’re staying at? 

5. Haste makes waste. Is it good to be cautious and prudent? 

END OF ROUND ONE


During the Second Round the contestants will have to fulfill 3 tasks (Total score - 40):

1)
Self-presentation, which is done orally and can be prepared at home beforehand. (Total score - 10)

2)
Listening - skim listening, selective listening and/or listening for detailed comprehension. (Total score - 10)

3)
Speaking on given topics which is done on the spot. The topics listed below are stated generally, you will be given a more concrete situation to enlarge on. (Total score - 20)

Topics to speak on:

-
Man and his life in modern society;

-
Healthy lifestyle;

-
Mass media in our life;

-
Technology and progress;

-
Environmental protection;

-
Books and TV in our life;

-
Native town/village;

-
English-speaking countries;

-
Youth problems and prospects in modern life;

-
Education in modern world.

