LONG-DISTANCE CONTEST FOR LEARNERS OF ENGLISH

Doing the tasks correctly, you can score as much as 60 points and participate in the second round of the competition that is take place at Elabuga Campus of Kazan Federal University, an invitation to which will be specially sent to your e-mail address!

Task One. (Total score -15)
Read the text and put the verbs in brackets in the correct past tense aspect form.


Last year Sam and Joanna decided to buy a house.  They (1) __________ (save up) for ages, and by the end of April they (2) __________ (put by) enough for the deposit on a house. They (3) __________ (live) in a tiny flat at a time and Joanna (4) __________ (insist) that she wanted a house with a big garden. They (5) __________ (search) for only a few days when they found exactly what they (6) __________ (look for) – a two-bedroomed house in nearly an acre of garden. Unfortunately the owner (7) __________ (ask) much more than they (8) __________ (be) willing to pay, and when they (9) __________ (look) more closely at the interior, they (10) __________ (see) that whoever (11) __________ (live) there before, (12) __________ (make) an absolute mess of the walls and floors. Still Joanna (13) __________ (like) the garden and the location so much that she (14) __________ (manage) to convince Sam that, despite the price, it (15) __________ (be) the perfect house for them. 

Task Two. (Total score - 10)
Complete the following letter using verbs in brackets in the appropriate non-finite form (Infinitive, Gerund or Participle).

Dear Agatha,

When I first met Marc we got on really well – and he seemed (1) __________ (enjoy) my company. We liked (2) __________ (do) the same things and we were both keen on (3) __________ (go) to football together. He was my best friend at that time, and I dropped my other friends (4) __________ (spend) more time with him. He hasn’t changed, but I have. Now I can’t bear (5) __________ (hear) the same jokes every time we go out, and I hate having (6) __________ (watch) football on TV all weekend.

I know he’ll be upset – but nothing can make me (7) __________ (change) my mind – I miss (8) __________ (see) my other friends and I’d rather not (9) __________ (stay) with him all the time. I’ve tried to tell him, but I can’t – I’m afraid of (10) __________ (hurt) him. What can I do?


Stephanie.

Task Three. (Total score - 7)
a) Read the text. 
What a spectacle!
Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! Step right up to Cirque du Soleil, the" greatest ... well, one of the greatest shows on earth. You'll thrill to the sight of a single circus ring that has never been marked with the hoof print of a wild beast. You won't see packs of elephants stand on their heads, but you will be awestruck by the multiple talents of performers who play clowns and then transform themselves into acrobats, trapeze artists and jugglers. You won't see an alligator tamer wrestle with the jaws of death, but you will be treated to the spectacle of two tango dancers concluding their romance with an amazing hand-balancing act. And you'll gasp as a tightrope walker strides across the wire while playing a haunting theme on the oboe. 

Easily as compelling, if not more so, is the body-bending act by contortionist Elena Lev of Russia (Cirque du Soleil has a penchant for what could be seen as physical extremism), who twirls a batch of golden metal hoops around herself. Other acts of jaw-​dropping expertise include a bare-​chested aerialist who twirls a giant cube in midair, and Andrei Lev's Flying High Bar Act, seven Russians who do their whizzing flips dangerously close to the top of the circus' blue-and-gold tent. 

At the heart of the Cirque du Soleil is the desire to combine acrobatics with refined acting. Perfectly designed, everything - wailing music, dramatic lighting, elaborate costumes, strange images and mystical themes - meshes into a spellbinding whole, Cirque du Soleil's productions are entertainments without comparison which have a charm all their own. 

This relatively new troupe has captured the imagination of audiences around the world by replacing circus pomp with up-close, unusual thrills and surprises. In a comparatively tiny 1,754-seat tent, one lone Cirque trapeze artist can stop heartbeats by swooping just a few feet above the heads of spectators, without a net. 'Because you're so close,' said one satisfied customer, Sandy Willis, 21, 'you can see their facial expressions, beads of sweat and muscles tensing up. You feel like you're part of the performance!' 

Troupe member Debra Brown sees other reasons for the show's success. 'Usually a circus has spectacle but no heart, or intellect but no risk. What’s exciting about this one is that it has balance.’ Brown, 33, a former coach for the Canadian Olympic gymnastics team, carefully plans every move in the ring. 'When you think of dance, you think of people on two feet,’ she says, 'but my choreography explores four feet because of the way acrobats use their hands.’

Founder and director, Guy Laliberte, a college dropout, whose mother is pianist and whose father is a vice president of an aluminium company, was once just another itinerant musician-fire breather-stilt walker. I honed his skills in Baie Saint Paul, an artists' colony 55 miles northeast Quebec City where performers congregate each summer. 'I came up with our name,’ he says, 'when I was looking in a dictionary of symbols and saw "soleil, sun". It means youth, power, freshness. Everything was there, I just knew at that moment that v would be a success.’

b) Complete the questions below. 

1. The Cirque du Soleil is a different kind of circus because 
A of the number of different acts.
B the animals who perform are treated humanely. 
C of how dangerous the acts are. 
D there are only human performers who often have more than one skill. 

2. The Cirque du Soleil includes an act where someone
 A spins a large ball. 
       B throws knives whilst blindfolded.

       C plays music whilst on the trapeze. 
       D manipulates her body in unbelievable ways. 

3. The Cirque du Soleil has made a big impact partly because 
A the audience gets to know some members of the circus personally. 
B of the colours of their costumes. 
C they involve members of the audience in the acts.

      D of the proximity of the audience to the acts. 

4. Debra Brown believes 
A the Cirque is more exciting than other circuses. 
B the essence of the Cirque is planning. 

      C she has more scope for creativity than a normal choreographer does. 

      D her background as an Olympic coach is essential in her present work. 

5. Guy Laliberte 
A always knew he would end up in a circus.
B got a poor college degree. 
C initially was a fairly typical circus performer. 
D seems to owe his success to his parents. 

6. He chose the name for the circus because 
A he associated the sun with success. 
B it had all the characteristics symbolised by the sun. 
C he only wanted young people as performers. 
D of a previous experience at an artists' colony. 

7. The reviewer's attitude to the Cirque du Soleil is 
A quite sarcastic. 
B essentially positive with one or two minor criticisms. 
C unreservedly enthusiastic. 
D largely neutral and objective.
Task Four. (Total score - 8)
Fill in the spaces in the following text using a suitable form of the word given in brackets. 


They (1) __________ (educate) of children starts as soon as they are born.


Boys are allowed to make more (2) __________ (noisy), to play with guns and cause more trouble. Such education prepares boys for (3) __________ (powerful) in the world but for little else. But all boys are (4) __________ (differ). Some boys are good at (5) __________ (cook) and poetry whereas others are good at football or maths.


Boys aren’t just (6) __________ (conform) and rebels, ‘machos’ and ‘wimps’. 


If we can (7) __________ (assurance) them that all these types are okay, it may help to reduce the (8) __________ (bully) of those boys who are the least macho.
Task Five. (Total score - 20) 
Write an essay on one of the given problems (210 - 250 words).

1. Better to have loved and lost, than not to have loved at all. What do you think of it?

2. The English novelist Catherine Aird said if you can't be a good example, then you'll just have to be a horrible warning. Do you agree with her?

3. Bernard Shaw, a famous British playwright, wrote that the chief danger, from which we should protect children, is their parents. What is your opinion on this problem?

4. The U.S. boxer Mohammed Ali said, “To be a great champion, you must believe you are the best. If you're not, pretend you are.” What should we do in order to achieve something in our lives? 

5. Is the Internet good or evil? What is it to you?
END OF ROUND ONE

During the Second Round the contestants will have to fulfill 3 tasks (Total score - 40):

1)
Self-presentation which is done orally and can be prepared at home beforehand. (Total score - 10)

2)
Listening - skim listening, selective listening and/or listening for detailed comprehension. (Total score - 10)

3)
Speaking on given topics which is done on the spot. The topics listed below are stated generally, you will be given a more concrete situation to enlarge on. (Total score - 20)

Topics to speak on:

-
Man and his life in modern society;

-
Healthy lifestyle;

-
Mass media in our life;

-
Technology and progress;

-
Environmental protection;

-
Books and TV in our life;

-
Native town/village;

-
English-speaking countries;

-
Youth problems and prospects in modern life;
-
Education in modern world.

